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Christmas Mumber 


Che Babe of 
PHethlehem 


Just a tiny Baby, sleeping in the 
hay, 
Tired little mother watching 
near,— 
Yet a star has risen, and its glori- 
ous ray 
Halts to lighten up'‘a stable bare! 


Just a tiny Baby, not a soul to 
care 
B’en to lay a pillow ’neath Thy 
head,— 
Yet three kings have journeyed, 
loving gifts to bear, 
And are kneeling round Thy 
humble bed. 


Just a tiny Baby, and the world 
goes by, 
Knowing not a heavenly King 
is born; 
But bright angels hover, singing 
in the sky, 
Praising God for this first 
Christmas morn. 


Just a tiny Baby—can Thy little 
hands 
Hold the gift of God for sinful 
men? 
Nay, Thyself the Gift art, and in 
many lands 
Thou art born each Christmas 
Day again— 


Born in hearts that listen for 
Thine Advent call; 
Born in hearts a-weary for the 
Day 
Men and kings and angels at Thy 
feet shall fall, 
And this little earth shall pass 
away! 
—E. H. 
Telford, Pa. 
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Lo, Bethlehem, asleep beneath her 
stars! 

The Dead Sea gleams far-off upon 
the plain, 

The air blows chill, and, here and 
there, a fire 

Shines on the hilltop where the sheep 
are kept. 


See by the dim-lit caravansary, 

Two figures pause. The trembling 
woman weeps, 

‘While, weary-voiced, her gentle hus- 


band calls 

To those within, in humble, pleading 
tones, 

‘‘Neighbors, I pray you, let my wife 
come in, 

Her time is nigh, she must have rest 
and care!’’ 

And hear, behind the closely guarded 
door, 

The harshly-honest answer of the 
host, 


‘‘There is no room! There is no 
room within!’’ 


Midnight—and from the stable door, 


a cry, 
A woman’s sob, a man’s exultant 


prayer. 


Look yonder, on the stark Judean 
hills, 

What is that sudden blaze of new- 
born light? 

What is that song, half-heard among 
the stars, 

Singing of glory and of earthly 
peace? 


Shepherds among their sleeping 
flocks have heard 

A tale of wonder, while the heavens 
flamed 

With golden wings that made the 
winds be still. 


Che Mystery 


Elizabeth Clarke Kieffer 


ADORATION a 


Far in Iranian mountain-tops, a sage 

Watching the heavens from a lonely 
tower, 

Shall start in wonder at the thing 
he sees, 

And, hasting, rouse his comrades, 
that they too 

May know the token that a King is 
born. 


On Sinai’s ancient mountain of the 
law, 

The clouds are rifted, and the ruddy 
peak 


‘Is circled by the sweeping hosts of 


heaven. 

Over the Dead Sea rings the tri- 
umph song, 

The triple hallelujah of the sky. 


Lebanon shakes with the exultant 
strain, 

Jordan flows clearer, and the wild- 
erness 

Quickens with an amazing flood of 
joy. 


Caesar Augustus, on his golden bed, 

Tossing in troubled slumber, dreams 
awhile 

That hate no longer shall be god of 
Rome. 


In northern forests, frost-embraced 
and still, 

Teutonic warriors in the mead-hall 
pause 

With lifted-drinking-horns, to feel a 
thrill 

Of sudden joy, they know not how 
nor why. 


They know not why—yet there in 
Bethlehem, : 

’Ringed round by gentle cattle—laid 
in hay, 

And lit by lantern-light, a Baby lies. 


Should not the angels shout good 
news of joy? 

Should not earth stir to her remotest 
bounds? 

Should not the stars in heaven bear 
witness too? 


For Love, this night, is come to dwell 
on earth! 


The Christ Star 


Some shepherds from a lonely hill, 

Some Wise Men from afar, 

The humble and the great ‘alike, 

Beheld the Christ-Child’s Star. : 


Ah, true, ’twas many years ago, 
That wondrous Christmas night— 
When led by Faith to seek the Truth, 
They followed its radiance bright. 


But, ah, that Light is shining yet.... 
Through the centuries of sorrow, of pain, — 
It is urging us ever up and on; 

Does it beckon to us in vain? 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


“Be not afraid; for behold, J bring you good tidings of great joy which shall {be to all 
people: for there is born to pou this dap in the city of David a Saviour, ‘Z 
ho is Christ the Lord” 
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EDITORIAL 


CHRISTMAS IDEALS 


This gladsome season has many messages for the 
thoughtful, but in a day of stark realism like ours, scarcely 
anything is so urgently needed as the fortifying of our 
faith in ideals. The conspiracies of kindness and good- 
will, the mirth and laughter and good cheer of this sacred 
season, should combine to give us a deepened faith in the 
supremacy of goodness and a larger hope for mankind, 
Somehow, the memories and activities of these happy days 
(spoiled as they may be for many by hurry and commer- 
cialism) nevertheless reveal much of the innate kindness 
of men and women that has oft been unsuspected, because 
encrusted in layers of sordidness and selfishness. The 
very atmosphere seems to warm the cockles of the heart 
and bring us back again from a frozen land to the warmth 
and tenderness of human sympathy and helpfulness. It 
is a good time to affirm, once again, the glories of ideal- 
ism, and to deny that the so-called “better angels” of our 
nature are an illusion and that the dream of nobler things 
in ourselves or in others is only an evidence of mental 
or moral poverty. Is it a fact that the pessimists and 
cynics who are picturing the realistic in our drama and 
literature today, are nearer to the truth than those who 
hold up before us the most lovely and ennobling ideals con- 
cerning human character and human history? Is the gar- 
bage-can product of the tabloids and the “confessional” 
magazines giving us anything but a distorted and corrupt- 
ing view of contemporary life? 


“My quarrel with realism,” said that peer of American 
novelists, Mr. Booth Tarkington, in an interview the other 
day, “is that it is untrue. I am not in sympathy with the 
present cult of the seamy side of life. It is not that I 
do not think literature should deal with the ugly things 
of life; I believe it should deal with every phase of life. 
But when only the ugly and sordid are emphasized and 
the rest of life ignored, or but lightly touched, I believe 
that the picture thus drawn is not only ugly, but false. 


For life contains much that is beautiful, satisfying and 
enduring, as well as things that are fleeting and disen- 
chanting. When I touch upon the painful aspect of things, 
I try to keep the larger perspective, to indicate or suggest 
the presence of evil without dwelling upon it, and never 
to lose sight of the truth I firmly believe—that life as a 
whole is always worth living, that human beings are not 
to be visioned as merely pitiable little creatures, hurled 
this way and that by blind instincts invented by Freud, or 
anyone else, but that in man there is really much that is 
noble, fine and true.” 


Mr. Tarkington feels that this unhealthy cult of so- 
called realism is “particularly unnatural in America,” where 
as a rule, a sense of humor is not completely lacking—a 
sense of humor that is the keynote of a balanced mind. 
He feels that anyone who has this sense of humor is not 
likely to take the sordid tragedy in our literature and drama 
very seriously, for such folks will always perceive “the 
intrinsic absurdity of the proposition that all men are 
created despicable, and that only he that is truly miser- 
able is wise.” 


May this Christmas time again refresh our spirits with 
deep draughts of faith in the salvability of mankind. May 
it give us that larger vision of life which shows us beauty 
as well as defect in human nature; purpose as well as seem- 
ing chaos; unselfish devotion as well as hate and spite; 
chastity as well as passion; nobility as well as degrada- 
tion. May Christmas help us to overcome the temptation 
to magnify the sordid elements of existence or to become 
the victims of that partial vision which leads to satire and 
sarcasm and scorn. Remembering that our Master had 
eyes which could see something great and wonderful in 
the possibilities of even the most despised of men, let us 
also be sure that we cannot learn to understand ourselves 
or others by laughing at humanity, or by hurling such 
expletives as “moron” and “fool” at our fellows; let us 
rather endeavor to see in all people, intelligent or dull, 
attractive or repulsive, lovable or unlovable, something of 
what Jesus saw—men, women and children who may under 
proper guidance grow in wisdom and stature and in favor 
with God and man. No fear that ideals will die out of 
your soul, if Jesus is born in you. How much is involved 
in that “if”! 

“Tho Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be born, 
If He’s not born in thee, thy heart is still forlorn.” 


——— — 
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A CHRISTMAS HINT 


In the Parish News of St. Stephen’s, Phila., we note 
this gracious little hint: “One of the best ways to observe 
this season, sacred to friendship and kindness, is to send 
messages to friends who are cherished in memory but 
have somehow fallen out of our lives. Let us pick up 
these dropped stitches. . . . When courage, gratitude, and 
courtesy are joined, we have that fine product, a chivalrous 
nature. Surely what the’ world needs sadly is more 
chivalry. We must not be content to be honest, we must 
be men of honor; not merely just, but also generous and 
magnanimous; not merely conventionally polite and cor- 
rect, but aglow with the communicative warmth of kind- 
liness and consideration for others. Especially during 
this season of peace and good-will, must we try to spread 
this contagion of kindliness in our homes, in our circle of 
friends, among all that we meet.” 

We like particularly that fine counsel to pick up the 
“dropped stitches.’ We who are too busy even to keep 
our friendships in proper repair, we who so easily neglect 
loved ones to whom a bit of: personal attention means so 
much, we who are too often haunted by our failure to keep in 
touch with some of those who need us most, can with real 
profit dedicate a portion of this Christmas season to a lov- 
ing effort to “pick up” some at least of these “dropped 
stitches.” 

tae 


THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 


Just what is the Christmas spirit, and whence came it? 
It emanated from the Bethlehem manger like the glow from 
some kindly light, and its radiance has spread until the 
world lies wrapped in its warmth and brightness. It has 
entered into the lives of those who have come into contact 
with the Christ through all the ages. |The Christmas 
spirit? It is the spirit of love, of kindness, of gentleness, 
of forgiveness, of service, of sacrifice. The manger held 
a priceless treasure on that first Christmas morning— 
the secret of the power that should transform life into 
the glorious thing it was meant to be; that should turn hat- 
red into love, bitterness into sweetness, sorrow into joy, sel- 
fishness ino altruism; that should right wrongs, break down 
barriers of prejudice, and make a brotherhood of the human 
race. It is a dynamic thing that must work out for an- 
other’s good. Has it come into YOUR life? Test it by 
the measure which you possess at this happy season. 

—J. Grant WALTER. 
ee ee 


FIRST THINGS FIRST 


In a recent plea for a new fellowship of understanding 
between the Churches of Europe and the Churches of 
America, Dr. Charles S. Macfarland calls attention to 
the quite general discussion in European circles about what 
has come to be called the “Social Gospel.” Particularly 
in Germany there is considerable criticism, as he says, of 
what is called ‘“Amerikanische Activismus.” On the as- 
sumption that there is a distinct and inevitable choice 
between a social gospel and a gospel for the individual, 
and that in America the former has been substituted for 
the latter, Dr. Macfarland feels that our fellow Christians 
in Europe fail to understand “the inner meaning of what 
has taken place in American religious thinking, and over- 
look the fact that many of the leaders of the social move- 
ment are men who are identified with thorough theological 
thinking and who, in many cases, strongly emphasize mys- 
tical religion.” He thinks this is due to the fact that the 
interests of the American Churches, which have to do 
with social and international issues, are more striking and 
get more publicity than the continuous and quieter work 
of the Churches in Evangelism and Christian education. 
He admits, however, that the warnings here suggested 
should be taken to heart, because in too many cases men 
and women who have followed the social gospel have been 
neglecting those fundamental ideas upon which any true 
gospel must rest. Neither Humanism nor Ethical Cul- 
ture can satisfy the heart of man. They may for a time 


gratify human pride and self-sufficiency, but in the great 
crises of human experience man can find peace only by 
resting his heart in God, Who has made us for Himself. 
_ Dr. Macfarland adds, ‘‘There can be no social redemp- 
tion without Divine regeneration. The Kingdom of 
Heaven is infinitely more than a state of economic har- 
mony. To resolve man’s moral and spiritual life into a 
program of economic betterment would be calamitous. The 
world will come together in the consummation of sym- 
pathy, tenderness and brotherhood, only when men every- 
where are brought to sit together at the feet of Christ. 
The Christian Church has this threefold function: (1) of 
arousing the conscience, inspiring all men with the right 
motive; (2) interpreting the ultimate meaning of all social 
movements ; (3) guiding these movements with hand, mind 
and heart, toward corresponding spiritual ends.” 

We agree with the good Doctor that mysticism and social 
service must meet and coalesce in the Christian personal- 
wy. They are like the two handles of a galvanic battery 
and one cannot really feel the thrill of the Divine love un- 
less he grasps both. Surely nothing could be more one- 
sided and fallacious than the conception of “salvation by 
sanitation,’ as though good plumbing and paved streets 
were more important in the development of character than 
faith, hope and love. We agree that the Church must 
have both spiritual authority and human sympathy, “Tf it 
gain or assume a spiritual authority without human sym- 
pathy, it becomes what the Master would have called ‘a 
whited sepulchre, filled with dead men’s bones.’ If, on the 
other hand, it have human sympathy, ever so deep, warm, 
and passionate, and yet have no spiritual authority, “it can 
but lift a limp signal of distress, with a weak and pallid 
hand. Its members, then, must go to the Mount of 
Transfiguration with Jesus; and the next hour of the day 
they must go down with Him upon the plain of human 
life to heal men of their diseases. They cannot do His 
work upon the plain unless they have been upon the 
mountain-top with the Master, so that they may come 
down radiant with the light that shines from His face.” 

As a writer in the British Weekly aptly put it, “There © 
can be no social implications of the Gospel where there 
is no Gospel. Social reconstruction must come through 
spiritual regeneration, and the first business of the Church 
is to bring sinners back to God.” 


“Give us a watchword for the hour; 
A thrilling word, a word of power, 
A battle-cry, a flaming breath 
That calls to conquest or to death; 
A word to rouse the Church from rest 
To heed her Master’s high behest.” 
The call is given: ye hosts, arise— 
The watchword is, Evangelize! 

* * * 


THE MENACE OF ABSENT TREATMENT 


“Are we not in danger of laying too much emphasis 
upon Church attendance?” writes a correspondent. “Is 
not an inner rectitude of heart far more important than 
mere presence in the place of worship?” 

In answer, the MESSENGER declares its conviction that 
the importance of Church attendance can scarcely be over- 
estimated, and our present peril is that this great privilege _ 
is belittled, rather than adequately emphasized, by so many 
professed followers of Jesus Christ. There is, of course, 
a danger that some may seek to substitute mere physic 
presence in the sanctuary for sincerity of purpose at 
integrity of character, but we are convinced that 
hypocrisy is not as common as many people suppos 
that both the negative and positive benefits of regu 
tendance upon the worship in God’s House o 
stressed as never before. It must not be forgott 
the man who habitually remains away from ; 
is virtually casting his vote to do away with all 
He is providing an example which, if Se Ily 
would certainly mean the closing of the — It 
therefore, an unwise and unsafe, and we believe ar 
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patriotic, example. It should be so characterized by those 
pre have the best interests of the nation and its homes at 
eart. 


It is encouraging to note how many of our Judges, who 
are in a privileged position to study great human prob- 
lems, are more and more stressing the corrective influences 
of the sanctuary, and the menace to the public weal which 
is involved in the general disposition to ignore this great 
influence upon the character of our citizens and to give 
“absent treatment” to all stated occasions of. public wor- 
ship. Several of New York’s most prominent Judges 
declared recently that at least 92% of the crime in this 
country is due to the godlessness thus manifest in worldly 
lives. A few months before his death, the late Hon. Harry 
D. Schaeffer, Judge of the Orphans’ Court of Berks 
County, Penna., declared: “Of the criminals in this coun- 
try, 90% have never been inside the doors of a Bible 
Class.” Another prominent jurist put it this way: “One- 
half of the population of this country attend no place 
of worship, and 80% of all the lawlessness comes from 
that half.” 


Why should anyone wish to contrast an “inner rectitude 
of heart” with the habit of Churchgoing, as if the two 
were unlikely to be found in the same life? If there are 
too many hypocrites in the Churches—and we do not 
deny it—there are far more outside. Moreover, habitual 
attendance at public worship is about as likely to cure 
hypocrisy as any practice we know. How can any man’s 
decision to make his influence and example count against 
the Church of Christ be expected to add an iota to his 
“inner rectitude of heart?’ History and experience de- 
monstrate that it is far more likely to impair his own 
character and to do damage to the character of others. 
To absent yourself habitually from the House of God is 
dangerous business. 

EE 


THE QUESTION OF A CHILD 


In a striking cartoon, Life pictures a little girl kneeling 
before her mother and being taught to say her prayers. 
Suddenly the child looks up into her mother’s face and 
asks: “Mamma, is Santa Claus a Christian?” Wise folks 
have always learned much from the questions of little 
children. Their simplicity, their innocence, their candor, 
their utter sincerity, have combined to give special force 
to the queries that come from their hearts. So, in this 
case, we do well to ponder a question that at first glance 
may seem startling and fantastic, but which is, after all, 
quite natural and appropriate. 


Is Santa Claus really a Christian? How much of what 
he spends is given to those who are really in need? How 
much of his giving at Christmas is born of an unselfish 
purpose to bring joy and laughter into the heart. of a 
child? How much of our giving derives its inspiration 
from God’s supreme Gift, so that our celebration of Christ- 
mas centers in joyous worship of the Christ-Child and in 
the genuine purpose to make His spirit regnant in the lives 
of others, as well as in our own? 


Is Santa Claus a Christian? Well, Collier’s Weekly 
estimates that America will spend more than one billion 
dollars on Christmas cheer and charities. Part of this 
bill will include $300,000 for Santa Claus’ whiskers, and 
some other items run as follows: jewelry, $165,000,000; 
turkeys, $120,000,000; neckties, $100,000,000 ; plum pud- 
dings, $7,500,000; gifts and bonuses to employes, $250,- 
000,000; charities, $250,000,000. The amount spent for 
sport and amusement, for theatre tickets, yes and for the 
wet goods furnished by bootleggers, it would be difficult 
to calculate. But suppose Santa Claus were to spend a 
billion dollars in such ways as He would approve Whose 

irthday it is, how much happier the Christmastide would 
be. If the jolly old saint is to symbolize the spirit of 


ristmas, doesn’t it stand to reason that he must, first 
of all, think, speak and act like a Christian? 


THE DOCTRINE OF INERRANCY 


Thoughtful members of the Reformed Church should 
not need to be advised that the value and authenticity of 
Holy. Scripture does not depend upon any man-made and 
mechanical doctrine of verbal inspiration. By reason of 
more or less unworthy fears that any discussion of this 
question might weaken the authority of the Bible in the 
lives of some who might be hunting for a plausible ex- 
cuse to reject certain of its teachings, there are many re- 
ligious leaders who side-step the subject, and use weasel 
words when asked to give their views upon it. 

There are those, however, who believe that this is a 
mistaken policy which leads to disastrous results. Rarely, 
if ever, have we seen a more outspoken utterance along 
this line than is to be found in the Tabernacle Tidings of 
Broadway Tabernacle, New York, written by its distin- 
guished pastor, Dr. Charles E. Jefferson. Whatever may 
have been your personal views, here is a challenge which 
it will be difficult to evade. If Dr. Jefferson’s position is 
not sound, how would you answer it? It is as follows: 


“The time has come for all members of the Christian 
Church to renounce openly and emphatically the old doc- 
trine of verbal inspiration. The idea of Biblical inerrancy 
is outgrown. That teaching is false, demonstrably false. 
Christians owe it to Christ openly to discard it. The 
popular impression that the Church still clings to that 
antiquated idea handicaps it in all its work. It prejudices 
many sensible but ill-informed people against it. It dam- 
ages the Church in the eyes of the boys and girls in our 
colleges. Ministers are especially obligated to cut them- 
selves loose from it, and to let the world know that they 
have done so. They should do this in public and without 
fear. In those congregations in which there are many who 
are not yet instructed in the Bible, the falsity of the old 
doctrine should be frankly exposed. It is a mischievous 
idea and should be driven out of the minds of Christian 
people. It has plagued the world long enough. Our 
children should be delivered from it. The coming genera- 
tion should not be blighted by it. So long as the Church 
is supposed to hold a doctrine of inspiration which is 
obviously absurd and demonstrably false, the Church is 
exposed to attacks which bewilder the young and confuse 
the minds of adults. Not a little of the hostility to the 
Christian Church in certain quarters is due to the impres- 
sion that the Church is irretrievably committed to the 
exploded dogma of Biblical inerrancy. If the Bible has 
lost its interest to thousands of educated Americans, it is 
in part due to the fantastic and incredible theories with 
which the Bible has been bound up by its zealous and in- 
judicious defenders. The time has come for plain speak- 
ing on the part of all ministers and officials and Bible 
School teachers. Silence is cowardice. It-is not enough 
to let the old dogma alone. It must be publicly renounced 
and officially abandoned. No reputable scholar any longer 
holds it, but it still lingers in the minds of many of the 
uninstructed, and they too must be delivered.” 

hk. 


CHRISTMAS CHORALS 


The morning stars sang together, and all the sons of 
God shouted for joy when they beheld the beauty of the 
first creation, fresh from the hands of its Creator. And 
the eagle-eyed seer of Patmos, as he looked down across 
the travailing centuries to the completed kingdom of God, 
heard the Hallelujah Chorus which will celebrate the 
advent of the new Heavens and of the new earth. How 
natural, then, that angels of high degree should celebrate 
the coming of Him, by Whose redemptive energy this long 
wished-for consummation would be accomplished. The 
occasion demanded it; the Father, Who sent His Son, 
would have the lowliness of His birth glorified; and thus 
did He stir slumbering shepherds to go and see that thing 
which had come to pass in the city of David. 

The singers are not dead.  Glorias are still coming 
down the grooves of time, while expectant souls have ears 
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to hear, and hearts to appreciate. These songs may not 
always be in the same key; but they will awaken in our 
hearts the same desire to see the meaning of the Babe of 
Bethlehem, and to woo us away from the things of earth 
to the joys of “the song of Moses and the Lamb.” 

The Jews in Babylon could not sing the Lord’s song 
in a strange land. Theirs was such a deep “melancholia, which 
could not be lifted until they would return to the Father- 
land and behold Mount Moriah crowned with a house of 
worship, whither the tribes of the Lord could go up to 
keep holy day. 

Is it not possible that our present time will not hear, as 
it might be expected, the choral song of peace and good- 
will among men? The gigantic preparations for war that 
characterize this favored land, the ears of our young men 
stirred by the beating of drums as by nothing else, nations 
hating one another with a hate that threatens to fire the 
trail that will involve us in another world war so terrible 
that the imagination staggers before it, jealousies that can 
see nothing but green in the blue heavens, and men will 
have it so—these things mean that the angels of peace and 
good-will can not repeat the first Christmas Choral in such 
strange surroundings, no more than the Jews in a strange 
land could sing the songs of Zion. 

There will come the ideal Christmas, when peace and 
good-will shall prevail among the nations of the earth, and 
we shall present the gold and frankincense and myrrh in 
a world ready for the second advent, when the crowned 
Prince of the world’s redemption shall receive the heathen 
for an inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for a possession. —CONRAD CLEVER. 


The Parables of Safed the Sage 
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THE PARABLE OF THE THERMOS BOTTLE 


There is a City in which dwelt folk who, however mis- 
guided, thought that there ought to be within it a Lecture 
Course. And one of the Honourable Men of that City 
wrote unto me saying: 

Great and Venerable man, Come unto us and lecture, 
and we will pay thee thine Expenses and an Hundred 
Shekels. 

And I went, 


a 
i 
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And I was entertained in the home of Excellént People. 

And in the Room where they appointed my Sleeping, 
they had a Table and a Chair and maybe more than one, 
and a Bed, and a few Choice Books, and a Desk whereon 
a man might write, and Towels that were not made of 
Sheet Iron. And all that was lovely. 


And they placed in my Room a Thermos Bottle. 


And when I came in, as I did at Intervals, I poured out 
a drink of Water, and it was always Cool and Refreshing. 
And I said, There is no promise in the Bible unto the 
Hostess that giveth unto her guest tepid and tasteless water, 
but there is one for her who  provideth water 
ir. a Thermos Bottle. 

And in the morning as we were breaking our fast, I 
spake in Appreciation of the Thermos Bottle. And the 
Hostess said, I am very happy to have thought of it. 


_ And I said, The life of some people hath great lack. 
1 would they were cold or hot and capable of maintaining 
an Even Temperature. 


And the Host said, Should it be so alway? 


And I said, Nay. When conditions are Ideal or are 
on the way to be so, it is well to have provision for main- 
taining what we have. But there are many people whose 
lives are guarded against all Change, and they. Surround 
themselves by a Vacuum, and Life for them is a Thermos 
Bottle. Whereas, there is much in Life that hath need 
to change. 

And the Hostess said, Canst thou suggest any sort of 
Thermos Bottle that on occasion can work the other way, 
and create in Popular Thought those Convictions and De- 
mands that have in them the Hope of Progress? 

And I said, My friend Solomon was in the habit of 
remarking that there was a Time for all things. Publick 
Opinion hath need of its Thermos Bottles where Registered 
Righteous Sentiment can be kept at an even temperature 
of Calm Determination to preserve the Right, but it must 
also produce on occasion Hot Indignation against wrong. 
For not always doth Public Opinion remain long at any 
one temperature. Wherefore hath Publick Welfare need 
of its Thermos Bottle. But for that which shall on Oc- 
casion heat the Popular Will to a Temperature of High 
Moral Resolution, Hospitality hath its other symbol.  - 

And the Hostess said, And what is that? 

And I passed her my cup, and said, Thy Gracious Hee 
pitality hath no Lack. Society hath need both of the 
Thermos Bottle and the Coffee Pot. 


Messages to the Heart and Home 
For the Christmastide 
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building of a new and better world, and 


FINDING JESUS 
R. W. Blemker 

All the varied phases of the Gospels’ 
Christmas story are fascinating. Not the 
least fascinating element is introduced by 
the stories of the shepherds and the Wise 
Men seeking and finding the Babe Jesus. 
They found Him where the superficial ob- 
servers would not have looked for Him. 
This fact has always been suggestive to 
preachers and teachers of the Gospel. And 
it may well engage our attention each year 
anew. 

Each of us needs to find Jesus for his 
‘own life and heart. We must seek Him 


with the heart if we would truly find Him 
and make Him our own. Where shall our 
hearts look for Him? 

He is not to be found in the places 
where the world is seeking for peace and 
satisfaction. The worldly mind’s values 
have nothing in common with the values 
that Jesus came to reveal and to give. 
Yet He may be found in the thick of our 


present day life, where the struggles are 


real, where the fighting is intense, and 


where human lives are being made or. 


broken, redeemed or ruined. 
Jesus is to be found in the movements 
and efforts and causes that make for the 
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those issues are being wrought out in un- 
expected places! He may be found in — 
the things of simplicity and reality. Many > 
a one could make a real find by going with ~ 


.a warm heart and a helping hand down 


some narrow alleys and up some dark 


stairways where outcasts and helpless ones 


are suffering even as those whom | 
called ‘‘even the least of these My 
Go to the friendless and lo 
those whose hope has gone out, w 
has died and who have despaire 
experiencing joy again. 


SZ) Si 


i 
oan nh 6 & 


———— OO 


DECEMBER 15, 1927. | 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


to help the defeated, the wronged, the 
crushed, of your sympathy to those who 
long for a touch of a heart that knows 
and understands! 

If you would make a new discovery of 
Jesus this Christmas, follow the gleam 
of the Star which is the Light of the 
world, and follow the angel voices that 
speak out of the depths of your own soul 
when attuned to heaven’s purposes and 
heaven’s ways. 

We need Him! Let us not stop short of 
finding Him, ‘‘for it is He that shall save 
His people from their sins.’’ 

Canton, Ohio. 


CHRISTMAS CHALLENGES 
Walter D. Mehrling 


The shepherds wondered. The record 
says that ‘‘the Glory of the Lord shone 
round about them and they were sore 
afraid.’’ Christmas is a day when we 
should renew our sense of wonder at the 
**Glory of the Lord.’’ It will do folks 
good to be ‘‘lost in wonder, love and 
praise.’’?’ Andrew Bonar, speaking of this 
sense of glorious, radiant wonder to his 
intimate friend, Robert M’Cheyne, told 
‘‘with what full and delicate wonder he 
earried his ministry in the Lord. In their 
conversation he would frequently break 
out into deep and joyful surprise. The 
glory of his ministry irradiated common 
duty like a halo, and God’s statutes be- 
came his song.’’ 

Christmas is not only a day when we 
should renew our sense of wonder at the 
Glory of the Lord, but a day when we 
should magnify the thought of Peace on 
Earth. ‘ ‘‘Force is no remedy,’’ was true 
to him’ ’’.... says Dr. Barbour, of Alex- 
ander Whyte. ‘‘But all his warnings as to 
the danger of controversy had their posi- 
tive counterpart in the firm conviction that 
a better way may always be found, and 
that all differences of opinion may be made 
to issue in harmony if men will only fol- 
low the three-fold path of prayer, of faith 
and of love.’’ 

Christmas is a day when we should em- 
phasize ‘‘Good Will toward men.’’ Alex- 
ander Whyte had this motto on his wall 
concerning charity in expressions about 
others: ‘‘Is it true? Is it kind to repeat 
it? Is it necessary to repeat it?’’ He 
would have men ‘‘judge not’? and show 
forth the charity that ‘‘thinketh no evil.’’ 

Christmas is a day when we should 
honor the child. It is a refreshing thought 
to be told by Jesus that ‘‘in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of My 
Father.’’ - 

Christmas is a home day. The vacant 
chair ofttimes is there. ’Tis said that a 
certain pastor made it a rule to call at 
each home in his parish on Christmas morn- 
ing where there had been such bereave- 
ment during the year. Sir Thomas Clark, 
a tried friend of Alexander Whyte, was 
ealled by death Christmas Eve, 1901. The 
following day Dr. Whyte wrote: ‘‘Dear 
Lady Clark:—What a glorious Christmas 
morning this is for Sir Thomas!”’ 

Pottstown, Pa. . 


JOY TO THE WORLD 


Herman EH. Schnatz 

At this season of the winter solstice, 
joys of anticipation and promise may still 
be shared by all dwellers in northern 
climes, irrespective of race or creed, as it 
‘was shared by the pagan people of north- 
ern Europe before the Christian faith pene- 
trated those regions. : 

Why not rejoice amid the rigors of 
winter that its very cause has passed and 
that with each succeeding day the sun is 
gaining in power, until by the warmth of 
his light, he will awaken to new life the 
dormant powers of the earth, in the beau- 

‘ties of a new spring. P 

However, while we approach the spring, 


others approach the winter. Never will 
the joys of the winter solstice be shared 
by all at the same time. 

In the celebration of the Nativity of 
Christ we rejoice not only over material 
blessings, but over blessings spiritual, 
without which all things merely material 
are but dross. 

‘‘Fear not,’’? said the angel of Bethle- 
hem, ‘‘for behold I bring you tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.’’ 
Jesus, the Light of the World, is come and 
the warmth of divine love revealed in 
Him is making itself felt, without limi- 
tations of race, nationality or climate, dis- 
pelling the darkness of sin and conquering 
the chill cold of selfishness, for God loved 
the World, not a mere section of it. 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL 


What waves of music sweet—so 
high, 
So faint and far away! 
The choirs of God now fill the sky, 
And night is bright as day. 
And louder sings the chorus, 
What God accomplished for us: 
He gave His Son to save us all, 
Both young and old, both great and 
small, 
Let all sing HALLELUJAH! 


The Son of God was born this 
night 
The Son of Man to be, 
And brilliant stars and angels bright 
Proclaimed that it is He. 
Ye shepherds, kneel before Him; 
Ye wise men, come adore Him: 
For He was born to save us all, 
Both young and old, both great and 
small, 
Let all sing HALLELUJAH! 


O come, you little children now, 
Upon the whole wide earth, 
Before His manger let us bow 
And celebrate His birth. 
Let every tribe and nation 
Rejoice in His salvation; 
For Jesus came to saye us all, 
Both young and old, both great and 
small. 
Let all sing HALLELUJAH! 


Oh, let the Church bells ring to- 
night 
That all the world may hear! 
Oh, let the children sing tonight 
And praise the Child so dear! 
For God has sent us Jesus, 
His own dear Son, to please us; 
And Jesus came to save us all, 
Both young and old, both great and 
small. 
Let all sing HALLELUJAH! 


—Frank Grether, D. D. 


The spread of cheer and good-will in 
the home, among our friends and especi- 
ally among the needy, will be to us tok- 
ens of the divine life and love kindled in 
our hearts in anticipation of the time when 
all shall share the fruits of our faith in 
God’s unchanging love. Peace on earth 
and good-will among men shall mark the 
ultimate and lasting triumph of Jesus, the 
Light of the World. 


Buffalo, N.Y. 


THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 
Walter H. Diehl 
The spirit born on that night more than 


' 1900 years ago, when the angelic hosts 


winged their way to earth from the throne 
of God, proclaiming a message of peace 
and good-will to the shepherds who watch- 
ed their flocks on Judean hills, is already 
beginning to hold us in its gracious sway 


“begotten Son. 


as we anticipate the Birthday of Him who 
is God’s best gift to men. 

We are impressed by the fact that this 
spirit is universal. It finds its way into 
the thought and feeling of every genera- 
tion. It brings joy and happiness to the 
young and old in all stations of life. It 
brightens the stately mansions of the rich 
and the humble cottages of the poor. There 
is scarcely a home in any Christian coun- 
try, though poor and neglected, but that 
the spirit of Christmas carries into it a 
thought of kindness and good-will. The 
promise of the angels was peace and good- 
will ‘‘to all people.’’ That promise is be- 
ing fulfilled as the spirit enters the hearts 
of people in every station and walk of life, 

The promise is also fulfilled in that peo- 
ple of all nations feel the power of this 
spirit and share the ‘‘good tidings of 
great joy.’’ On Christmas Day people of 
every nation will join in the anthem, 
‘*Glory to God in the Highest.’’ Though 
they sing in different tongues, their hearts 
will be aglow with the same spirit. What 
a glorious sight to behold! Hindu, African, 
Japanese, Chinese, European, Amerie¢an— 
men of every nation, bowing before Him 
in worship, adoration and praise. 

The Christmas spirit is the spirit of giv-, 
ing. It: bids us to give self, service and 
substance unto Him who gave His only 
Helen Hunt Jackson has 
expressed very wonderfully tae spirit 
which should be in our hearts not only at 
Christmas, but throughout the year: 


If I ean live 
To make some pale face brighter, and to 
give 
A second luster to some tear-dimmed eye, 
Or e’en impart ; 
One throb of comfort to an aching heart, 
Or cheer some wayworn soul in passing 
by; 
If I can lend 
A strong hand to the fallen, or defend 
The right against a single envious strain, 
My life, tho bare 
Perhaps of much that seemeth dear and 
fair 
To us of earth, will not have been in 
vain. 
The purest joy 
Most near to heaven, far from earth’s 
alloy, 
To bidding cloud give way to sun and 
shine; 
And ’twill be well 
If on that day of days the angels tell 
Of me: She did her best for one of Thine. 


Mahanoy City, Pa. 


THE STAR THAT LEADS TO JESUS 
Nevin C. Harner 


‘¢And lo, the star which they saw in 
the east went before them, till it came 
and stood over where the young child 
was.’? 

Have you ever wondered wherein lay 
the wisdom of these three Wise Men? 
There were many stars in the Oriental sky 
which the Wise Men might have followed, 
some bright, some dim, some low, some 
high, stars of every description. But out 
of this multitude of stars they chose one 
and urged their camels westward till it 
came and stood over the manger where 
the young Child lay. They were Wise 
Men because of their choice of a star to 
follow. 

Some men follow the star of wealth, It 
is a beautiful star, somewhat cold and dis- 
tant, but it gleams like gold in the sky of 
life and beckons them on and on, while 
they miss life’s beauty and neglect its 
friendships. Others follow the star of 
pleasure. With eyes fixed on this shining 
goal which dangles ever just before their 
eyes, they press on in a mad frenzy, until 
eventually their eyes grow dim and their 
bodies revolt, but their souls still hunger 
for the joys of life. Many pursue the star 
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of greatness. It is a most attractive star, 
appearing first low in the heavens, and 
gradually mounting higher and higher, un- 
til it becomes the despair of the slaves 
who follow it. Some day when their 
lives are worn and haggard all hear the 
voice of Him who was the Babe of Beth- 
Iehem, saying: ‘‘Hitherto have ye asked 
nothing in My name; ask, and ye shall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be made full.”’ 

The glory of Christmas is that once a 
year it reminds us that the Wise Men are 
they who follow the star of Bethlehem. 
How better could we wish one another a 
merry Christmas than to bespeak for one 
another the wisdom to fall in step with 
the Wise Men of old, and, disregarding 
all other lights in the sky, follow through- 
out our days and with all our hearts the 
one star which leads to Jesus of Naza- 
reth! 


A NEW BEGINNING 
Franklin D. Slifer 


A little more than nineteen centuries ago 
there occurred the greatest event in hu- 
man history, the birth of Jesus. We date 
our years from that historical fact because 
it marked a new beginning in the history 
of man. And that new beginning is not 
only limited to the fact of His birth, but 
it has possibilities of recurrence as long 
as man inhabits the earth. 

With the closing month of the year 1927 
we are again ushered into a season of joy 
and peace and good-will, the Christmas 
season. During this season every man and 
woman has an opportunity for making a 
new beginning in life. On that first Christ- 
mas the shepherds went to Bethlehem to 
see the thing of which they had heard, and 
they returned praising and glorifying God. 
On this Christmas Day we should make a 
spiritual pilgrimage for the purpose of 
verifying in our own experience the things 
which we have heard of Jesus. If, in that 
pilgrimage, we can find and understand 
the real Jesus, no matter how humble or 
exalted our circumstances in life, His life 
will glorify our life, and that experience 
will mark a new beginning in our life as 
Christian men and women. 

Christmas Day is not only a challenge 
for a new beginning in life for the indi- 
vidual, but for a new beginning in our 
social life as well. 
be without Christ? And yet, dare we say 
that we have explored all the possibilities 
of the Christ in our homes? That first 
Christmas day was dedicated to childhood 
and the home. All the purity, tenderness 


A LITTLE CHILD LEADS THE 
WAY 


The smile of a child is so winsome 
and bright 

That it takes away gloom and fills 

us with light; 

Forebodings and shadows all fading 
away, 

In the light of that smile we are 
happy and gay. 


The hand of a child, how it holds 
one’s heart fast / 
And never lets go until childhood is 


passed ; 

Yes, it conquers the heart and we 
thrill with delight, 

While the child leads us on as a safe 
peacon-light. . 


Our Saviour was once just a little 
child too— : 

The tale of His birth is so sweet and 
so true; 

Let us listen with love to the 
whispers so low 

Of the glad angel songs of that day 

long ago. 
—Elizabeth W. Fry. 


What would our homes - 


and love which pervades the Christian 
home today radiates from the manger in 
Bethlehem. Now, as then, Christmas Day 
marks a new beginning for every Christian 
home. 

In our communities we have the same 
possibilities for a new beginning. Especi- 
ally is this true in our rural communities. 
In their midst we find the home, the school, 
the Church, a few so-called fraternal or- 
ganizations, a few struggling farm organ- 
izations, and, in the majority of cases, 
with no real organizations through which 
the people as a community may enter into 
the abundant life of Jesus Christ. Here 
the Church, above all, has an _ oppor- 
tunity for making a new beginning in the 
social life of the community, a real oppor- 
tunity for entering in a larger way upon 
the task of making the community Chris- 
tian. 

Then, too, we cannot help but wonder 
what would happen if the nations of the 
world would take courage to practice the 
Christmas message of peace and good-will. 
Even though the leading nations of the 
world are regarded as Christian nations, 
yet one wonders sometimes whether the 
God of Jesus Christ is actually the God of 
the great nations of the world. Surely, the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
whose birth marked a new era of peace on 
earth and good-will among men cannot be 
the same God who leads nation against na- 
tion to destroy human life. But we re- 
joice in the fact that Christmas is cele- 
brated every year, and we trust that some 
day the nations of the world will make 
a new beginning in their international re- 
lationships, by destroying the armaments 
of war and seeking to fulfil the message 
of peace on earth and good-will among 
men. 

Andreas, Pa. 


ADORNING THE CHRISTMAS TREE 
Elmer G. Leinbach 


One of the beautiful and joy-provoking 
customs associated with Christmas is the 
decoration of the Christmas tree. Just 
how and where this custom began is not 
definitely known. With its introduction 
unnumbered lives of little children have 
been brightened wherever our Saviour’s 
birth is honored. 

There is almost as much mystery about 
the custom of hanging gifts on the Christ- 
mas tree,-as about the tree itself. This, 
however, we do know, a marked change 
has taken place as to the things that are 
used in the decoration. It is hard to de- 
cide which is most beautiful—the tree of 
the years gone by, or the tree of today. 
Perhaps more good and useful things were 
tied on the tree of the long ago, but then, 
do not the beautiful ornaments and brilli- 
ant and vari-colored electric lights, far 
surpass those good things tied on the old- 
fashioned tree? 

For the Tree we have in mind, however, 
let us not concern ourselves about things 
we can purchase with money. Are there 
not some things that we can, figuratively 
speaking, hang on the Christmas tree, 
which will bring cheer and gladness to our 
own hearts and gladden the hearts of 
others too? What are these gifts which 
will not soon be broken and thrown away? 
First: There is the Gift of a Beautiful 
Spirit—the kind of spirit that Christmas 
should certainly provoke within us. This 
is a spirit that will show itself in courtesy, 
patience and forbearance. It is a time for 
unalloyed merriment and happy laughter. 
This spirit must spring from a loving heart. 
Before I ean give it as a gift to others, 
I must, by the grace of God, have it in 
my own life. 

Secondly: There is the Gift of Loving 
Service. It is said of Jesus that ‘‘He 
went about doing good.’’? If this Christ- 
mas time, the birthday of the Christ, does 
not bring to us the idea of loving service, 
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we have missed the supreme lesson that it 
was because of the love of God and His 
matchless gift that we celebrate this day. 

Then the Gift of Friendship is another 
lovely gift we may hang on this tree. What 
a wonderful thing it is to have friends. 
To make them happy is still more wonder- 
ful. To spread sunshine and gladness is 
a beautiful thing and it is well worth prae- 
ticing. This spirit of friendship should 
manifest itself not alone amongst our in- 
timate friends and acquaintances, but 
should reveal itself in gifts of love and 
merey to poor and suffering and stricken 
humanity. Storm and flood, hunger and 
sickness, give us all abundant opportunity. 
Let us seek to spread the spirit of the 
Master, at this beautiful and blessed 
Christmas season, and throughout the en- 
tire year. Such gifts as these will never 
fade. With them we may truly adorn the 
Gospel of Christ our Saviour. 


Palmyra, Pennsylvania. 


THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 
H. H. Hartman 


The Christmas season should above all 
things contain the spirit of worship and 
devotion. The shepherds on the Judean 
hills, on the first Christmas Eve, an- 
nounced the Advent with a song of praise. 
“‘And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and singing, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good-will to- 
ward men.’’ This is a song of praise to 
God, a burst of spontaneous melody, glad 
and free. It came from consecrated hearts, 
dedicated to God and in sympathy with 
humanity. It reached the height of heaven; 
brought to earth a new melody that is 
filling the whole earth, bringing joy and 
gladness into each home, heart and life. 
Unless we have the spirit of worship and 
praise, we do not have the true spirit of 
Christmas and our hearts are not in sym- 
pathy with its real meaning. May all 
Christendom shout and sing: ‘ ” 


‘*Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, 
And heav’n and nature sing.’’ 


It is the spirit of service and usefulness, 
The Christmas spirit has transformed sel- 
fishness into service, without the assist- 
ance of the communist or the anarchist. 
Christ came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister. His whole life was a life of 
service, which means more than we are 
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A SONG OF HOPE 
Rejoice, O earth! 
This happy morn, 

For unto us 

A Child is born. 

And Right shall reign— 
Why do ye fear? 

For Christ has come 4 
And God is near. j 


———o: 


O sons of men! 
Put hate away. 
Old wrongs must go— 
This is Love’s day. 

Let heart and voice 

The glad news tell— 
That Christ has come, 
And all is well. 


Children of pain! 
Bid sorrow cease. 

While Hope still lives 
The heart knows Peace! 
For death is now 

An open door, > 
Since Christ has brought 
Life evermore. 


—Eaward A. G. Hermann, 
patie | Sb 
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ADVENT 


Again the earth is ringing 
With a joy both new and old, 
The joy sent down from heaven 
And to listening shepherds told. 


Again wise men adoring 
A fadeless, deathless star 

Are bringing gifts to one whose love 
Is blessing near and far. 


Again glad hearts are praising 
The God who loves us so, 

And where the blessed Savior leads 
We, too, will gladly go. 


Again my life I’m giving 
As I hear His loving call, 

I lay my gifts at His dear feet, 
My love, my liife, my all! 


—M. D. T. 


apt to make it mean. He was ready to 
step aside from His own purpose to serve 
the purpose of others. His own life, even 
His own character, did not seem to be 
the final purpose of His living. He takes 
no care for Himself. He casts His life 
down before men and bids them walk over 
it with their rude feet into a life of truth 
and holiness, which can be attained only 
through Him. 

The Christmas spirit is one of bene- 
fieence and good-will. The sentiment of 
the Wise Men found expression in gifts. 
They gave gold, a gift to relieve want; 
frankincense, a gift of fragrance; myrrh, 
a gift of friendship and good-will. From 
these gifts we get an excellent meaning 
of Christmas. It is impossible for us to 
gather around the manger eradle and offer 
gifts unto the Lord, but the Master said: 
“Tnasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these My brethren, ye have 
done it unto Me.’’ It means more than 
giving to those who give to us. It means 
parents giving to their children, the pros- 
perous helping the poor, the needy, the 
orphan, the sick, the homeless; yes, the 
-happy and glad of heart stretching out 
friendly hands to the widow and father- 
less, imparting unto them gladness, joy, 
peace of mind and contentment of heart. 

Would that we might not only catch 
the real meaning and spirit of Christmas 
during the festive season, but that it 
might permeate our lives during the whole 
year in our dealing and fellowship one 
with another. 

Littlestown, Pa. © 


NO ROOM 

A. Y. Holter 
For several thousand years the Jews had 
been looking for the Messiah—and when 
at last He did come, there was no room for 
Him even in the inn. Another two thou- 
sands years have passed, and there is little 
room for Him in many a life. Christmas 


comes again, and we give expensive beds 


and carriages to our children for their - 


dollies, but we have no place where the 
Son of Man may find rest. We even have 
no room for'His Name, so we eross it out 
and write ‘‘Xmas.’’ Amidst all the in- 
terests of a materialistic and rationalistic 
life, we crowd out the spiritual things and 
relegate our Lord to the barnyard. 


Christ is crowded out of our national 
life, for we can not have Him with parti- 
san polities and continued graft and cor- 
ruption. We can not have Him in our in- 


THE GIFT ETERNAL 
By Peter A. Lea 


Nor time, nor space, nor anything 
Has power to still remembering 
The joy that made the angels sing; 


The Mother and the Young Christ-child, 
So gentle, loving, tender, mild, 
Were earth and heaven reconciled! 


And the Great Giver of good gifts 
lifts 

Each year restores the thought that 

Our ‘hearts above all earth-worn shifts; 


And so this Season came to be 
A symbol of the potency 
Of Love’s great generosity; 


Not anything, through time or space, 

The Christmas Spirit can erase— 

First glimpsed upon the Young Child’s 
face! 


THE KING IS BORN 
B. F. M. Sours 


I heard the herald angel say 
That lo! the Christ was born; 
I straight forgot the treasured sheep, 
For this was as if morn 
Had burst the bands of darkness 
grim 
And overflowed all shores; 
For He had come Whose sceptered 
hand 
Our country’s hope restores. 


Behold! Behold! O word of gold! 
The heavens gleam afar, 
And lo! beyond the distance dim 
The Wise Men see His star. 
They seek and find, and gladsome- 
ness 
Breaks over all the world, 
Past gold, frankincense, myrrh of 
old, 
With endless joy unfurled. 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


ternational relations, where we prefer the 
bigotry and selfishness which lives on 
Mexican oil and on war profits. We are 
unable to continue our business under its: 
present money-making systems when 
Christ becomes the Friend of labor thru 
the open door of the Church. We will not 
enjoy wholesome play under His guidance: 
and so we commercialize our loves and 
affections. His Word and the classics do 
not thrill us enough and we swallow the 
“felegant indecency’’ and gutter talk of 
modern writers. There is no place for 
Jesus in our families, because our houses: 
are no longer homes, but boarding and 
lodging places. Even our Churches are 
social and athletic clubs, entertainment: 
halls, political forums and _ theological 
agencies where there can be no room for 
a personal Saviour, and we pat Christ on 
the back and talk about salvation. 


How we give Christ the stables of our 
lives when we ought to be opening our 
hearts to Him! How often we unwillingly, 
carelessly and indifferently presume to 
make room for Him! The heathen of 
many lands earnestly seek the Saviour and 
open their hearts to receive Him, while 
we who have known Him for two thousand 
years are not ready to take Him in. 


There was an old toll-gate keeper whose 
habit was to shut his gate at night and 
take a nap. One dark night a traveler 
knocked several times and each time the 
keeper answered, ‘‘Coming,’’ but never 
came. Becoming angry, the _ traveler 
finally awakened the keeper, who exclaim- 
ed, ‘‘I was asleep. I get so used to hear- 
ing folks knock that I answer, ‘Coming,’ 
in my sleep and then take no more notice 
of it.’? Are we in a sleep of worldliness 
saying, ‘‘Lord, Lord,’’ and yet not doing 
the things which He says? 


Go Manfully Forward! 


A Summons to Fid 


elity and Courage in a Day of Difficulty, Preached before the forcign residents of Sendai, Japan, by the 


beloved President of North Japan College, the REV. DR, D. B. SCHNEDER 


‘In the morning sow thy seed, and in 
the evening withhold not thy hand; for 
thou knowest not which shall prosper, 
whether this or that, or whether they both 
shall: be alike good.’’ Eecles. 11:6. 

“Phese words from the ancient book of 
Ecclesiastes have had various interpreta- 
tions put upon them, but the most proper 
one seems to be that one is manfully to 
perform one’s full round of tasks, regard- 
less of all uncertainties. As men do not 
know what form the clouds may take, or in 


what direction the wind may blow on the 
morrow, so we in the living of our human 
lives do not know what the future has in 
store for us, what difficulties or hindrances 
may turn up, or what the result of 
our endeavors may be. But in spite of 
these things the exhortation of the text is 
that instead of desponding, we are to 
work bravely on, trusting that some good 
will come out of our labors, some time, 
in some way, be it much or little. The 
words themselves do not probably have any 


direet reference to spiritual work; but for 
us who are engaged in such work they un- 
doubtedly contain the message that we in 
our work are to keep bravely on, in spite 
of all uncertainties and difficulties. And 
it seems to me to be a message that is 
specially needed at the present time. 

It is specially needed, in the first place, 
I believe, because our task is beset with 
many special difficulties and hardships at 
this time. The place of the missionary in 
Christian work in Japan is less distinet 


than in former times. Relationships be- 
tween missionary and Japanese workers 
are less clearly recognized. Moreover, the 
demands made upon the spiritual worker 
by present conditions are more exacting 
than formerly, and also unsatisfactory in- 
ternational relationships, and a more dis- 
illusioned world, make missionary work 
and the whole missionary situation harder 
than formerly. 


On the other hand, in the second place, 
the message of bravely going on with our 
task is specially needed at present because 
of a louder call for spiritual work. In this 
connection I would like to be pardoned for 
referring to some of my own recent ex- 
periences and impressions. During the 
past week I have been in attendance at 
the annual meeting of the Japan National 
Christian Council. On the first day of the 
meeting the Minister of Education ap- 
peared before the Council and made an un- 
assuming, but very eventful address. He 
yplaced Christianity squarely upon the same 
basis as the older religions in Japan, and 
pronounced clearly against any discrimi- 
nation against it. He also took a stand 
against any further effort to pass a Re- 
Mligious Bill to interfere with the free 
growth of any religion. He further ex- 
pressed gratitude toward the missionaries, 
as well as Japanese Christian workers. 
And finally he uttered his profound con- 
viction of the need of religious faith. 
Thirty to forty years ago it was the atti- 
tude of the Department of Education that 
science alone was sufficient for the future 
needs of humanity, and that religious faith 
was something whose need would probably 
become gradually out-grown. Minister 
Mizuno last week took the diametrically 
reverse attitude. And it is a reversal of 
-attitude that has not come suddenly, and 
tthat may as suddenly again be reversed; 
sfor a number of years this tendency has 
been gaining momentum until it culmi- 
nated in the stand taken last Tuesday. The 
press report of the address is in part as 
follows: ‘‘There may be need of laws to 
protect and help religions, but such meas- 
ures as last year’s proposal are unneces- 
sary.’’ ‘‘There must be no discrimina- 
tion between different religions.’’ ‘‘ Hdu- 
cation is a most important phase of a coun- 
try’s development, but education alone is 
not enough. Religion is necessary. We are 
grateful for the work which the mission- 
aries and Japanese Christians have accom- 
plished.’’? ‘‘Nothing is more powerful 
than a faith that is backed by a conscious- 
ness of God. Faith is absolutely essential 
for humanity.’’ How strikingly similar 
this is to President Coolidge’s words at 
the Lincoln Memorial Library dedication 
at a place in South Dakota given in the 
“‘Japan Times’’ the same day that Minis- 
ter Mizuno made his address. ‘‘In this 
country,’’ the President said, ‘‘where we 
have been building a new civilization, we 
have been excessively busy seeking for in- 
formation which could be turned to practi- 
eal advantage in the matter of dollars and 
eents, but this is by no means all that is 
to be expected of American institutions.’’ 
“<All our seience and art will never pro- 
duee a worthy and lasting civilization un- 
less we are able to see in them the out- 
ward manifestation of a spiritual reality.’’ 
“<Unless our halls of learning are real tem- 
ples which are to be approached by our 
youths in an attitude of reverence, conse- 
erated by the worship of truth, they will 
all end in delusion.’? That these two 
high officials, one of a Christian, one of a 
non-Christian nation, should almost simul- 
‘taneously make these strong utterances 
seems indeed significant. 


A further experience came to me several 
weeks ago when I attended a meeting in 
the Publie Hall of our city, of the ‘‘ Asso- 
ciation for the Influencing the National 
Spirit.’? The head of the Association is 
the venerable Baron Yamakawa, graduate 
of Yale University and ex-president of the 
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Little Cherub of the Heart, 

Soft as dawn in eastern sky, 
Innocent of any art, 

In Your manger cradle lie. 

Do You wonder, would you know 
Whence You came and who You are? 
Watch Your mother’s eyes aglow 
In the radiance of yon star. 


Holy is the atmosphere, 

Soft the cries of bleating sheep, 
Filled with wonder cattle near, 
While the birds from shadows peep. 
Lo, the sounds of feet are nigh 

Of the shepherd poet, sage! 

Hark, the angel chorus cry: 


‘“Peace on earth from age to age!’’ 


See, O Chlid, the gifts they bring 
While they gaze upon Your face! 
Overjoyed, their voices sing 
Melodies that fill the place. 
‘*Loveliest’’ shall be Your name, 
Messenger of promise glad; 
Down the ages Love shall flame 
In a world bowed low and sad. 


Winsome Lover of the Heart, 
Born anew in eastern skies, 
Innocent of any art, 

Rest on me Your wistful eyes; 
Wake in me a song divine 

With the joy of men of yore; 
Round my soul let love entwine 
Adoration evermore. 


—Henry Linford Krause. 


Tokyo Imperial University. The Associa- 
tion is nation-wide, and the meeting held 
in this city consisted of delegates from all 
over Tohoku. It was attended also by the 
Governor and Mayor and other officials of 
the city. The object of the Association, 
as explained by Dr. Yamakawa himself, 
was moral and spiritual reform. The gen- 
eral tone of the discussion that followed 
was to the effect that the moral and spirit- 
ual conditions of the country was indeed 
unsatisfactory. The Governor said that al- 
though the teachings of Christ and Buddha 
and Confucius had been in the world many 
centuries, the wickedness of men seemed 
almost as great as ever, and he wondered 
whether one reason was not’the fact that, 
while forces of evil in the world are al- 
ways very active, the good people of the 
world often seem very lukewarm and in- 
active. The use of sake and even tobacco 
were repeatedly condemned. There were 
present a considerable number of Buddhist 
priests and also several Christian workers. 
A number of Buddhist priests made very 
forcible addresses, showing that they are 
working up to the moral and religious 
issues of the day. One of them said that 
it is all fundamentally a question of re- 
ligion, and that it is up to the Buddhist 
and Christian leaders to take responsibility 
for the present situation. It is the aim 
to have a branch organization of this As- 
sociation in every prefecture, and to hold 
a great national meeting in Tokyo every 
year; and while Christian workers will 
have the opportunity to take all the part 
in it they can, it is certain that the Budd- 
hist leaders will be very prominent in it. 

Considering all these things, and taking 
into account also the fact that, in spite of 
a growing cynicism and pessimism in this 
country also, there are multitudes upon 
multitudes that are really hungering for 
spiritual satisfaction as perhaps never be- 
fore, we can indeed say, I believe, that 
there is a louder eall for spiritual work 
than ever before. 

There are, therefore, these two reasons, 
the special difficulties of our work, and yet 
at the same time the louder eall for our 
work, that make the ancient exhortation 

: . 
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of sowing in the morning and not with- 
holding the hand in the evening, specially 
timely. 

There are indeed many perplexities for 
us spiritual workers at this stage in world 
history. The outward circumstances of 
our field of labor have undergone vast 
changes. Our work is harder in many ways, 
and it requires more of ability and dili- 
gence, and of faith and hope and love to 
measure up. Meanwhile there are dis- 
heartening influences also from elsewhere. 
Our home-lands are far from recommend- 
ing fully by their examples the cause of 
Christ to the non-Christian world. The 
home Churches are far from that enthusi- 
asm for the world’s salvation which is 
needed to advance, or even adequately to 
sustain, the missionary cause. In the mat- 
ter of theological belief there is wide di- 
vergence and lack of fixedness. And, 
finally in our own lives we have our im- 
perfections, and handicaps, and shortecom- 
ings, to hamper us and weigh us down. And 
yet when all is said the fact remains that 
through our faith in Jesus Christ we have 
in ourselves in greater or lesser measure 
that life which is the light of men. We 
have ‘‘the balm of Gilead.’’ We have 
Christ, who is the Way, the one way for 
human life and destiny. If He is not the 


Way, then there is no way. In the final” 


analysis it is clear as never before that 
Jesus Christ is the last, desperate hope of 
humanity. If He fails, then all has failed, 
and humanity may as well sink into pes- 
simism and extinction, sooner or later. But 
we know that He is the Way. And when 
we preach Him, and teach Him, and live 
Him, and let Him shine out of our lives, 
we know that our faces are set in the right 
direction; we know that the seed in our 
hands is good. And all that we need to do 
is just to go right forward in the direction 
our faces are set; to go on sowing diligently 
in the morning, at noontide and in the 
evening; in season and out of season, as 
Paul said. And the responsibility upon us 
to do this is not light; it is tremendous. 
Whoever else may fail Christ, whoever else 
may fail the people, we must not fail. The 
confusion of battle may be great, the dis- 


couragements may be many, the results © 


may be an unknown quantity; but we 
must work bravely on in this our day. 

However, in order to do this, our weak 
lives need every help and inspiration that 
can come to us in any way. 

We need Christ ourselves in our own 
hearts.. We need Him not merely as an 
example showing the way of life, but we 
need Him as a living,’ energizing experi- 
ence in our lives. He Himself said, ‘* With- 
out Me ye can do nothing.’? We need 
the living reality of Him in our hearts, 
and He must be the dominating power 
there. We must again and again endeavor 
to make our own the experience of Paul 
when he said, ‘‘I have been crucified with 
Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but 
Christ liveth in me: and that life which 
I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the 
faith which is the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave Himself up for me.’’ 

Moreover, we need love. In our en- 
deavors as spiritual workers it is not 
enough just to be faithful and diligent, 


and to try for success in our work. We 


must love people before we can save them, 


just as Christ did, and just as the Father ~ 


did when He so loved the world as to give 
His only begotten Son. And this indis- 
pensable element of love, while it is in 


part a gift of divine grace, is also in part 


the result of our own effort. God com- 


manded that we love our neighbor as our- 


selves; Christ gave to the disciples 
new commandment that they love on 
other. By persistent effort we can _ 
to love where naturally we would not 
and this is part of our task, part | 
our privilege. 4 

Finally, we need hope. The so 
the stimulus of the hope that t 
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spring up and bear fruit. One of the deep- 
est longings of the heart of the faithful 
worker for God is that his labor may not 
be in vain. That solemn prayer of Moses 
the man of God in the 90th Psalm ends 
with the words, ‘‘And establish Thou the 
work of our hands upon us; yea; the work 
of our hands establish Thou it.’?? And 
Paul at the close of the wonderful 1 Cor- 
inthians 15, clinches his exhortation, 
‘Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord,’’ with the signifi- 
cant words, ‘‘forasmuch as ye know that 
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.’’ I 
believe in a law of the conservation of 
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energy not only in the physical, but also in 
the spiritual realm. No sincerely good 
deed is ever lost, I believe. Moreover, we 
human workers are not the only factor at 
work. ‘‘The Father worketh hitherto and 
I work,’’ said the Master, and so we can 
say. The Father works, and His purposes 
will not fail. They may be retarded, but 
they will not be defeated; and if we work 
with Him, and for His approval rather 
than for the approval of men, we are on 
the winning side. Our lives will not be 
in vain. 


For these reasons, then, and in these 
ways, let us take to heart and realize in 
our lives the message of our text. We are 


up against the biggest, stiffest proposition 
that the Christian forces of any age have 
ever faced, and we are not overly well 
prepared for it; but the worst we could do 
would be to become negative and to with- 
hold our hands for lack of faith and hope 
and love. It is for us to take the positive, 
heroic attitude, in a spirit of profound, 
quiet, joyful trust, and to go manfully 
forward ‘‘in the morning sowing our seed, 
and in the evening not withholding our 
hands,’’ believing that one or the other, 
or perhaps both will prosper, and that at 
last we shall come rejoicing, bring our 
sheaves with us, and so gladden the heart 
of Eternal Love. 


God’s Approach to the Soul 


There are many today who seem 
to be questioning the very existence of 
God as well as His goodness. In all their 
lives there is nothing that suggests God 
and His nearness. To a Christian this 
passes belief. It fills his soul with won- 
der and amazement. With him it is a 
question of how it is possible to live in 
God’s world without finding Him, God 
assuredly is making many efforts to enter 
the souls of men at all times. 

There are at least six avenues by which 
God seeks to enter the souls of men. Four 
of these are external and visible. Two are 
internal and invisible. 


God seeks to enter the soul through 
nature. When a pastor in Philadelphia, 
my family physician invited me to take a 
drive with him into Fairmount Park, one 
beautiful summer afternoon. MWverything 
was gloriously beautiful. As we rolled 
along he said: ‘‘Some people see God in 
nothing. I seem to see Him in every- 
thing.’? To one who sees, God appears 
through the things He has made. His 
power is thus seen. His intelligence, wis- 
dom, goodness, are there manifested. We 
need not be surprised that God is not per- 
ceptible to the senses; neither is man. 
God can be seen as truly as a man can 
be seen. Both are known by the manner 
in which they manifest themselves. God 
is a personal. Spirit; man is a personal 
spirit. Spirit is invisible, imperceptible 
to any of the physical senses. No one 
ever saw aman. The house in which he 
lives temporarily is seen; but he is un- 
seen. Man is known only by the many 
ways in which he uses his body and keeps 
it before us. So it is with God. Nature, 
in a loose sense, may be regarded as God’s 
body through which He temporarily ap- 
peals to men. 

To those who think deeply and observe 
closely God is a constant presence through 
nature. Wordsworth cries, ‘‘To me the 
meanest flower that blows can give 
thoughts that oft do lie too deep for 
tears.’’? It was Kepler, the star-gazer, 
who cried, ‘‘O God, I am thinking Thy 
thoughts after Thee;’’ and Linneaus, the 
botanist, viewing the unfolding of a flower, 
is moved to say, ‘‘I saw God in His glory 
passing near and I bowed my head in wor- 
ship.’? Mrs. Browning sings, 


‘‘Rarth’s crammed with heaven, — 
And every common bush afire with God; 
But only he who sees takes off his 
shoes— : 
The rest sit ’round it—and pick black- 
_ berries.’’ 


Joseph Henry, so long a teacher of 
science at the University of Pennsylvania, 
when trying an experiment said to his 
students, ‘‘God is here; I am about to ask 
God a question.’’? And Pasteur once re- 
marked, ‘‘Posterity will one day laugh at 


the modern materialistic philosophers. The 
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more I study nature, the more I am amazed 
at the works of the Creator. I pray while 
at my work in the laboratory.’’ Sir John 
Herschel, the celebrated astronomer, when 
asked whether the study of science and 
philosophy do not lead to infidelity, said: 
‘‘Tts natural effect, we may confidently 


COMPLETING A SWAN-SONG 


In the issue of November 10th the ‘‘ Mes- 
senger’’ quoted three stanzas of the poem 
written by Dr. S. Hall Young, pioneer mis- 
sionary to Alaska, during a journey he 
was taking to a family reunion. He was a 
young man of 80 when he wrote these 
stirring lines. The journey proved to 
be his last, for he met with an accident 
which resulted in his death. Dr, Young 
had completed three stanzas of the poem 
when the accident occurred, but had indi- 
cated that two other stanzas were to fol- 
low, which were to be headed, ‘‘Let Me 
Die Giving,’’ and ‘‘Let Me Die Aspiring.’’ 
One of our octogenarian friends, away out 
in Kansas, found these verses by the late 
Dr. Young so good that he was tempted to 
complete the others which had been indi- 
eated. We are, therefore, repeating here 
the three stanzas by Dr. Young, with the 
additional two written by G. 8. R. 


Let me die working, 
Still tackling plans unfinished, tasks un- 
done; 
Clean to its end swift may the race be run; 
No lagging steps, no faltering, no shirk- 


Let me die working! 


Let me die thinking; 
Let me fare forth still with an open mind, 
Fresh secrets to unfold, new truths to find, 
My soul undimmed, alert, no question 
blinking, 
Let me die thinking! 


Let me die laughing; 
No sighing o’er past sins—they are for- 


given; 

Spilled on this earth are all the joys of 
Heaven; 

The wine of life, the cup of mirth still 
quaffing, 


Let me die laughing! 


Let me die giving; 
We have that we may give—it is not meet 
That we should live only to sleep and eat! 
A life bound up in self isnot worth living! 
Let me die giving! 


Let me die aspiring; 
God meant that we should strive towards 
the skies; 
That on the wings of Love we should up- 
rise 
And upward soar—for loftier goals inquir- 


‘ Let me die aspiring; 
Nay, let me live aspiring! 


assert, on every well-constituted mind, is 
and must be the direct contrary.’’ If then 
God does not accredit Himself to men 
through the created universe it is not 
God’s fault. 

God approaches the soul through the 
Bible. Those who have accepted the God 
of the Bible have been the purest, happi- 
est, and strongest persons and have given 
nearly all that is good to human society. 


‘Said Lincoln: ‘‘In regard to the Bible, I 


have only to say that it is the best book 
that God ever gave to man. All the good 
from the Saviour of the world is commun- 
icated in this book. Why do not men 
give God a chance to approach them 
through this book? How dull of hearing 
millions are.’’ 

God approaches the soul through conse- 
crated men and women. All good persons 
claim that whatever of good comes out of 
their lives is directly traceable to God 
whom they serve. In speaking of the 
great benefactors of the past, Carlyle says, 
‘“The thoughts they had were the parents 
of the actions they did; their feelings were 
the parents of their thoughts; it was the 
unseen and spiritual in them that de- 
termined the outward and actual; their 
religion, as I say, was the great fact about 
them.’’ Some of the clearest evidences 
of the working of God in the hearts of 
men that I have ever seen, I have observed 
in the saintly men and women in my con- 
gregation, especially from those who suf- 
fered much yet triumphed gloriously. 

God’s final and completest approach to 
the soul is Jesus Christ. Higher, holier, 
more perfect than Jesus Christ personality 
cannot attain. There cannot be anything 
holier than the holiest, higher than the 
highest. God cannot be more than Christ 
makes Him. The only living God man has 
ever known is Christ. Through Him God 
makes His fullest entrance into man and 
into men. He is God’s' final effort to en- 
throne Himself in the soul of man, 

Then the two inward and invisible ap- 
proaches are to be mentioned in addition 
to these four outward and visible ap- 
proaches, 


God approaches the soul through con- 
Science. It is in vain that unbelievers 
scout the idea of conscience being an in- 
ner monitor placed there from the begin- 
ning of every life. It is not the result of 
millenniums of social experience, the sedi- 
mentary deposits of habits. Man’s power 
to apprehend God and to feel his depend- 
ence upon Him and his accountability to 
Him are there and have been there from 
the beginning. 

God’s approach to the soul is made also 
by the Holy Spirit. Why should anyone 
doubt God’s presence in the world He 
made and in the soul He made after the 
pattern of His own soul? Why is this dif- 
ficult to believe? Man can communicate 
with man in many ways—speech, touch, 
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letter, horse, wagon, train, trolley, auto- 
mobile, airplane, telegraph, telephone, 
wireless, radio. Can we believe that He 
could give man gifts that would enable 
him thus to keep in touch with his kind, 
but at the same time be unable to com- 
municate with this being He made? Can 
man understand and use a machine he 
makes, but God not do anything with the 
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Whatever may be the perpetuity or the 
outcome of the alleged warfare between 
science and religion, it is certain that sci- 
ence has had and will have a deep and 
permanent effect upon religion, This is 
especially true of scientific invention. 
Whether this influence be for good or ill 
depends on the extent to which religion 
avails itself of the opportunities laid at 
its door by science. 


No invention of modern times has been 
more significant in this direction than the 
radio. It has already enabled multitudes 
of the disabled and shut-ins to share in re- 
ligious services with their fellowmen. To 
multitudes of others, remaining within 


their homes for a less valid reason, it has ~ 


brought the message of religion anew. So 
far as can be judged, it has not seriously 
injured Church attendance, and it may be 
believed that it will increase it. As peo- 
ple become interested in religion, they will 
be more likely to seek it in association 
with their fellowmen in the house of wor- 
ship. In any event the wide spreading of 
the message of religion to the multitudes 
more than compensates for any minor or 
incidental losses. 


It is interesting to learn from broadeast- 
ing authorities that religion and music are 
the two most popular subjects on the radio. 

Until the National Broadcasting Com- 
pany was organized, there were many di- 
versified local forms of religious services, 
but no attempt at a great unified program. 
The National Broadcasting Company has 
shown remarkable vision and breadth of 
spirit and sympathy in its effort to give re- 
ligion its rightful place in this great col- 
lege of the people. The Company has or- 
ganized a national advisory council of men 
and women representing all aspects of our 
national life, which includes three repre- 
sentatives of religious interests, one Pro- 
testant, one Catholic and one Hebrew. 


The Protestant bodies have already or- 
ganized the National Religious Radio Com- 
mittee, consisting of officials of the major 
denominations, strategically located Church 
federations and other religious bodies, 
touching every phase of the common life of 
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creature He made? Wherein lies the logic 
of it? 

Surely God has gone to great pains to 
make Himself known to His children. 
Millions have found Him and opened their 
hearts and bidden Him enter. He entered, 
and from that moment their lives were 
changed into something worthy a creature 
thus fashioned. The fact that man has 
spiritual capacity and faculties should 


Radio and Religion 


MACFARLAND, Chairman of the National 


Protestant Churches. This Committee has 
already approved two national services, 
one conducted by the Bedford Branch of 
the Y. M. C. A., in Brooklyn (the station 
used by the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America), where Dr. Cadman 
is the speaker, and the other operated by 
the New York Federation of Churches on 
Sunday evenings, the speaker being the 
Rev. Harry Emerson Fosdick. 


A CONVALESCENT’S PRAYER 


By Alma Oswald Smith, 
‘‘Christian Observer’’ 


Since Thou hast willed that I shall 
live, 

O, God! I ask today, 

That Thou wilt guard my footsteps 
close, 

And point me to the way. 


in the 


If I have sighed for shining heights, 
And am not needed there, 

Then lead me in the lowlier paths, 
And make my vision clear. 


Give me the strength for humble 
tasks, 

I crave no benison, 

Save Thine approval—duties o’er, 

Thy kindly words, ‘‘ Well done.’’ 


The Committee has also recommended 
that from time to time, as occasion offers, 
the great messages of the Church be voiced 
by thoughtfully selected leaders interpret- 
ing religion not only in relation to personal 
life, but also in what it has to say upon the 
great questions of human society, on re- 
ligion in industry, on international friend- 
ship, justice and good-will, on race rela- 
tions between white and black, white and 
yellow, Jew and Christian, setting forth 
the part and place of religion in all the 
educational aspects of human life. Many 
such messages would be of common interest 
not only to all the Protestant bodies, but 
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convince of their existence and of man’s 
ability to enter into fellowship with his 
Father. These men who call themselves 
scientists and tell us they know too much 
to believe the Christian faith—what of 
them? This, as Dr. Harris says, ‘‘ Where 
the study of science and philosophy leads 
to atheism the wish is always father to 
the thought.’’ Even so! 


Religious Radio Committee 


also to Roman Catholic, Protestant and 
Hebrew faiths. 

The Committee is providing, in co-opera- 
tion with the Department of Music of the 
National Broadcasting Company, for spe- 
cial religious services Christmas -week, 
Holy Week and Easter, including the rend- 
ering of the great religious oratorios, 
whose beauty appeals to all mankind. The 
procedure of the Committee is based on its 
belief that religion, rightly conceived and 
interpreted, is a unifying and not a hu- 
manly divisive influence. The radio has 
already gone far to prove this. It is a mat- 
ter of common knowledge that the great 
speakers on the radio are not heard simply 
by a sectarian congregation. 


The religious message from the radio, 
so far as regulated by the national agen- 
cies, must have certain clearly defined 
policies. First of all, the message should 
be constructive. The radio should not be 
given over to the iconoclast for vitupera- 
tive and defamatory tearing down, but to 
those whose message builds up personal 
and social life. It should not be sectarian, 
for the purpose of mere denominational or 
organizational propaganda, but for the pur- 
pose of presenting those broad claims of re- 
ligion which touch all human hearts. 
Search should be made throughout the na- 
tion for those prophets who can interpret 
religion at its highest and its best, that 
their message might be available for all 
the people. 


The National Religious Radio Committee 
has discouraged the broadeasting of nation- 
al religious services during the time of the 
Sunday forenoon services of the Churches, 
and has recommended that national agen- 
cies do not broadeast individual Church 
services. Ministers and religious leaders 
are already asking: What is going to be — 
the effect of the radio on religion? One 
cannot forecast in detail, but two things | 
are certain. It is going to have far-reach- 
ing effect and its nature will largely de- 
pend on whether or not religion, through 
its organized forms will be big enough to 
avail itself of this great opportunity which 
science is placing at its disposal. ' 


The Christian Approach to the Jew 


By CHARLES R ERDMAN, D. D., LL. D., Princeton, N. J. - 


During all the Christian centuries few 
religious councils have been so notable 
and so significant as the Conferences on 
Jewish Evangelization held this year at 
Budapest and at Warsaw. 

For the first time in modern history, 
The Christian Church, represented by 
leaders from twenty countries of Asia, 
Afriea, Europe, and America, faced the 
specific task of bringing to the Jews the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
pices of the International Missionary 
Council and the Conference of Mission- 
ary Societies in Great Britain and Ire- 


Under the aus-. 


land, the report of the Conferences has 
been published recently by the Arrange- 
ments Committee, under the title , of 
‘The Christian Approach to the Jew.’’ 

The story of these Conferences is told 
graphically by the Rev. James Black, 
D. D., of Edinburgh. Against the back- 
_ ground of the ancient mutual hatred and 
persecution of Jew and Gentile, and the 
changing modern conditions and attitudes, 
he outlines the preparation for the con- 
ferences and the work which they ac- 
complished. This story is followed by 


the Findings of the two Conferences. — 


7 
‘ 


7 


These ‘‘Findings,’’ as printed in English — 
and German, occupy some 60 pages, and 
constitute a carefully prepared and com- — 
prehensive review of the present con- 
dition of the Jewish people, and of | 
problems concerned and the methods e 
ployed in presenting to them the C 
tian Gospel. Je 

Among other facts upon which stres 
laid the following may be noted. Firs 
present disintegration of Judaism ar 
drift towards atheism, sociali 
ticism, materialism and irreli 
the Church an absolutely uni 
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nity and a serious challenge. Secondly, in 
comparison with the large number of Jews, 
estimated at 15,000,000 and their presence 
in all Christian communities, the efforts 
of the Church to bring them the Gospel 
has been pitifully weak, sporadic, unor- 
ganized and _ faint-hearted. Thirdly, 
while the problems involved are peculiarly 
complex and demand careful study and 
trained workers, yet the number of recent 


Jewish converts to Christianity is sur- 
prisingly great, and the chief problem 
is not that of securing access to the Jews, 
but that of arousing the Christian Church 
to its present opportunity and its di- 
vinely appointed task. 

‘‘The Christian Approach to the Jew’’ 
contains also valuable summaries of an- 
swers to a ‘‘questionnaire’’ which present 


the facts and problems with which Jew- 
ish evangelization is concerned. It also 
includes some of the special papers writ- 
ten preparatory to the Conferences and a 
Directory of Christian Missionary Agen- 
cies working among the Jews. Cloth 
bound copies of this Report can be se- 
cured for $1, and in paper for 75 cents, 
from the International Missionary Coun- 
cil, 419 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 


The Why of Prohibition 


By RAYMOND ROBINS in Federal Council Bulletin 


This nation began ninety-six percent 
rural. It is fifty-four percent urban at 
this moment, and that percentage is in- 
creasing rapidly. The social implica- 
tions of individual action are wholly dif- 
ferent in the two situations. A man 
getting drunk in his farm home, or driv- 
ing along a country road with mules or 
oxen going six miles an hour, was not 
serious. The mules or the oxen would 
take him home. But now in a sixty- 
miles-an-hour world, with crowded com- 
munities, the drunken hand on the wheel 
has a wholly different social implication. 
There you find one of the reasons why 
society has had to relieve the community 
from the danger and menace of alcoholic 
waste, poisoning, inefficiency and incom- 
petency. 


The Demands of a Mechanical Age 


There is another reason. We are the 
greatest mechanical and engineering 
people in the world. Power under control 
—for that is all an automobile is—has 
more devices in this country than in any 
other nation in the world. Thirty years 
ago we made a rule that locomotive en- 
gineers in this country could not drink; 
they had to be teetotalers. Nobody 
wanted to limit the personal liberty of 
locomotive engineers, but everybody knew 
that locomotive engineers, whose business 
it was to protect life and property, could 
not do so if they were drinking engineers. 
That condition which was necessary for 
a class thirty years ago, has now by 
reason of the diffusion of mechanical and 
engineering power throughout the mass of 

the people, became necessary for the 
whole people, to protect the life and prop- 
erty of all of us. 


There is another reason—the diffusion 
of a better standard of living, of a larger 
means of recreation and of personal hap- 
piness in a material sense. The spread 
of general education has been greater in 
those thirty years than in any other pre- 
vious period in the world’s life. The 
part that liquor played in the socjal life 


Religious News from Continental Europe 


A New Revision of the German Luther 
Bible 


The 13 German Bible Societies met re- 
cently at Elberfeld and made final arrange- 
ments for the completion of the new re- 
vision of Luther’s translation of the Bible. 
The work will pass through several com- 
missions before it will be published. It 
will differ from the numerous private 
translations into modern German in that 
it will be done under official auspices of 
the Church government and will retain the 
general diction of Luther’s great work, 
changing only what is really necessary, 
similar to our American Standard Re- 
vision, as distinguished from our modern 


speech English translations. 


f 


and habits of the people has been wholly 
changed, so far as the necessity for it 
is concerned, within the thirty years. 
These thirty years have seen the widest 
diffusion of general intelligence, the wid- 
est diffusion of general recreation, the 


. coming of the movie, the radio, the Ford 


car, giving all kinds of opportunity for 
a better type of recreation. These things 
have changed the burden and necessity 
of artificial stimulation so far as the vast 
mass of the people is concerned. 


Effect of Alcohol on the Body 


And side by side with that education 
has gone on another education. We have 
learned the effect of alcoholic stimulation 
and poison upon the human body. We 
have learned that it is injurious in every 
way. A group of Germans have been 
studying the effects of alcoholic stimula- 
tion on men and women, and in a unani- 
mous report which they have made they 
tell us that it has the effect of deflecting 
the accuracy of the message sent by the 
brain along the nerves to the muscles, so 
that a fine marksman shot a little off 
after he had had a drink or two; and that 
a fine draftsman drew his lines a little 
irregular after he had had a drink or two. 
And a peculiar thing in that study by the 
Germans was this, that the lower the type 
or the more phlegmatic or stolid the sub- 
ject, the less the effect; and the more 
sensitive and higher the nervous tension, 
the higher the type of mind, the greater 
the effect. So when a man says to you 
that he can take three or four drinks 
without its affecting him, it may be true, 
but it is not very complimentary to him. 

There is another reason. We men and 


women of America are not a temperate 


people. We might as well be honest with 
ourselves. It is a fact that we may 
think we are following the scriptural 
injunction, ‘‘Whatsoever thy hand find- 
eth to do, do it with thy might.’’ We 
throw ourselves into anything we do or 
undertake until we overdo it. 

All this talk about light wines and 
beers is pure, unadulterated bunk, and the 


people who are doing the talking about 
it do not want it. They do not want 
light wines and beers. They want whis- 
key and they want it straight. They 
want cocktails and highballs and whiskey 
sours and mint julep. I come from Ken- 
tucky and I know. And the reality is 
that the people of America, by reason of 
their characteristics and their social ten- 
dencies, cannot be temperate with alco- 
holic stimulation. And the fact is that 
we want a kick, and we want it fast, and 
if we do not get it with one drink we 
take another to get the kick. This has 
been one of the reasons why it has been 
necessary in our present day to have 
prohibition. 


A Merited Doom 


There is another reason. The liquor 
traffic itself is more responsible at this 
hour for prohibition and its immediacy 
in the United States than any other one 
single force. I am not a fanatic. I know 
some distillers, and there are some mighty 
fine men among them. But the more com- 
mercially-minded among them said, ‘‘We 
are not getting as much money as we 
could get out of this,’’ and they began 
to buy up every-available corner and 
established saloons, and they began to 
pick up ex-convicts and put them behind 
the bar, and said, ‘‘Get the booze across; 
get the booze across, and we will pay 
you a commission in proportion to the 
amount you put over.’’ 

That was the organized saloon. And 
that kind of an organized saloon soon 
gathered around it organized gambling 
and organized prostitution and it was not 
long until it became a stench in the nos- 
trils of the people of the community, and 
a. menace to the children, to the homes, 
to the Church and the school. The aroused 
conscience of the country arose and out- 
lawed it, and made the saloon an outlaw 
among the institutions of the land. And 
now there is not a single saloon under the 
flag, and in my judgment the saloon can 
never come back within the boundaries 


of the United States. 


By. PROF. PHILIP VOLLMER, PH.D., D.D. 


Professor Riggenbach Mourned 

InSwitzerland and far beyond, the re- 
cently departed Professor Edward Riggen- 
bach, of Basle, will be mourned as a 
prominent Reformed theologian, a learned 
writer and a leader in the Swiss Reformed 
Church. Stricken with blindness in boy- 
hood, he resolved, nevertheless, to make his 
life serviceable; and forty years’ devoted 
work under this great disability witness 
to a notable triumph of will-power and the 
Christian grace of courage. 


Reformed Women Pastors 


The Reformed Church of Alsace and 
Lorraine, at its Synod in June last, passed 
a series of rules as to the exercise of the 


- functions of the ministry by women who 


have taken a course of theological study. 


They are to be known as Assistant Pastors 
and shall not hold office after marriage. 
The Consistory can, however, authorize 
widows and, in exceptional cases, married 
women to exercise pastoral functions. They 
are eligible to receive a salary from the 
State. Women pastors are required to 
dress ‘‘in a decent manner,’’ avoiding the 
exaggerations of fashion, and in public 
worship they are to wear the usual minis- 
terial robes. 


Church Union in the Philippine Islands 


The Presbyterian Synod of the Philip- 
pines held its biennial meeting in Cebu 
this past year. The tentative plan of union 
with the Congregational and United Breth- 
ren Churches was approved with certain 
additions to the doctrinal statement, The 
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outlook is favorable for the consummation 
of the ideal of a United Church of Christ 
in the Philippines. 


A Revival in Rumania 


It seems certain that a spiritual awaken- 
ing has become manifest within the na- 
tional Orthodox Church of Rumania. The 
revival appears to be a spontaneous im- 
pluse among the people at large, though 
it is led by a small band of earnest priests. 
Even the daily newspapers, which formerly 
ignored religion altogether, are taking 
great interest now in religious questions. 
A new translation of the Bible has been 
made by a scholarly priest, and the New 
Testament is being widely read. The 
Orthodox Church is observing the methods 
of Protestant Churches, especially the 
French Reformed. 


A New Reformed Theological School at 
Elberfeld 

During the ‘‘theological week’’ held in 
October by the Reformed League of Ger- 
many at Elberfeld, the first steps were 
taken toward founding a Reformed Theo- 
logical School. The only one in existence, 
at Bethel, is non-denominational—‘ evan- 
gelical’’ and is very largely attended. As 
the ‘‘theological faculties’’ of the various 
universities are still, as under pre-Revolu- 
tion State-Church regime, absolutely con- 
trolled by the State, the orthodox element 
is becoming dissatisfied and is discussing 
very generally the founding of State-free 


theological schools. What the Germans 
call ‘‘Seminars’’ must not be confused 
with our ‘‘Seminary,’’ it is the name for 
a meeting of students under one of the 
professors for group discussion in certain 
departments. 


General Ludendorff Retires From Lutheran 


Church 
General von Ludendorff, of world war 
fame, has retired from the Lutheran 


Chureh, and is backing the crusade of his 
wife, who is preaching the religion of the 
old German war god, Wotan. Her crusade 
is against the Christian religion, ‘‘ which 
deprives the German race of its strength.’ 
They are anti-Semites and oppose belief in 
a ‘‘Jewish’’ God. 


Calvin Studies Revived 


There is a decided revival of interest all 
over the Continent in the teaching and 
work of John Calvin, and recently there 
was founded The Calvinistie Society of 


France, which ‘‘has for its principles the 


teaching of Calvin and by the confessions 
of faith which are inspired through this 
feaching.’’?’ The particular aims are: (1) 
The study and propagation of Calvinism 
considered as a factor in the power and 
progress of Christian thought; (2) the 
making known of the person and the works 
of Calvin, and the religious literature of 
Calvinism. This literature includes par- 
ticularly the re-editing of the works of 


_deaconess work. 
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Calvin and of the classic Calvinistie ex- 
ponents, and the publication of present- 
day original monographs or works concern- 


‘ing him. 


Self-Determination of German Methodism 


The Methodist Episcopal Church of Cen- 
tral Europe has been granted by the Meth- 
odist General Conference the right to consti- 
tute itself as an independent organization, 
It will have its own Conference and be 
only loosely connected with America. The 
new European Methodist Church numbers 
277 congregational districts, with 50,000 
members and 331 preachers. Eight hun- 
dred and fifty sisters are included in the 
The leadership of Euro- 
pean Methodism is in the hands of Bishop 
D. Nuelsen Zurich. 


The Ukraine Revival Opposed 


The Evangelical movement in the Uk- 
raine (Poland) is meeting with opposition 
from both the Roman Catholic and the 
Greek Churches. An Association against 
heresy has been formed in which 400 
women of one town have joined together 
for the protection of Orthodoxy. In a eer- 
tain village where an Evangelical congre- 
gation was formed, 16 priests preached for 
twelve days against the apostasy. Yet 
the number of Evangelical converts stead- 
ily increases. The chief hindrance is the 
scarcity of preachers, for it is not possible 
to meet the many calls for the Word. | 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


THE LATEST NEWS ABOUT THE MIS- 
SION PROPERTY AT HUPING AND 
YOCHOW IN CHINA 


Our two missionaries, Revs. George R. 
Snyder and Jesse B. Yaukey, left Shang- 
hai, October 20 for Hankow and Yochow. 
They spent ten days at Yochow and their 
‘‘reeeption was quite wonderful.’’ A full 
report of their visit is promised by a later 
mail. In order that the Church may im- 
mediately know the condition of the Mis- 
sion property at Huping and Yochow, I am 
taking the liberty of quoting a few en- 
couraging paragraphs from a letter of Mis- 
sionary Snyder received December 10th. 

‘« After a few days lay-over in Hankow, 
until we could get a boat, we went on to 
Yochow and arrived at Yochow Port on the 
afternoon of October 29th. Then we went 
to our Chapel and there were cordially re- 
ceived by Rey. Djang Dzi-hsiu, the resi- 
dent pastor. We stayed with Rev. Djang 
over Sunday and went on to Yochow City 
on Monday, October 31st. The Sunday we 
were with Rey. Djang was the second Sun- 


day on which they had been able to have- 


services in the Church for months. There 
were quite a number of people present, 
some fifty I believe. We were at Yochow 
ten days and were invited out to a. feast 
every day and some days were out to 
two of them. The Church members and 
the people on the street seemed quite glad 
to see Mission folks again, and everywhere 
they were cordial. The conference with 
the Evangelists was surely helpful to us 
and I am sure was also helpful to them. 
Their earnestness and devotion to their 
work in spite of all the hardships was quite 
inspiring. We found conditions at Huping 
in good shape. The buildings are all right, 
with the exception of a few window panes 
broken here and there and a few locks 
gone and a few doors damaged. The Chi- 
nese Committee at Huping has been on the 
job all the time, but the conditions that 
worked best to save things at Hup- 


ing were bound up in the fact that Huping 
is three of four miles from Yochow and it 
is not very convenient for soldiers to live 
that far from the city and from the rail- 
road station. 


It looked for quite awhile as if we would 
not be able to get into the city compound 
at Yochow at all. The first efforts to gain 
entrance were unfruitful. Finally on Wed- 
nesday, most all of the soldiers left Yo- 
chow and started for the battle front on 
the Hunan-Kiangsi border, and this troop 
movement took most all of the soldiers out 
of our city compound. Then we hurried 
over into the grounds and had a look 
around through all of the buildings—ex- 
cept the hospital. In a few buildings we 
still found soldiers, but they were busy 
with more important things and they acted 
quite polite to us. At the Girls’ School we 
found the building almost intact, with win- 
dows and shutters and door locks and bolts 
to the windows almost all in their places. 
The greatest damage had been done to the 
houses oceupied by Mr. Lequear and family 
and the Whiteners. The Girls’ School and 
the Women’s School were in the best 
shape. The other buildings could be class- 
ed as not so bad and not so good, as they 
had fared middling well. On Thursday we 
were able to get into the hospital buildings. 
Here we found the floors in a few old 
rooms lacking, but in the main parts of the 
building the floors and walls were intact. 
Might say that in all the buildings no harm 
had been done to the door or window eas- 
ings—and we were glad for that, for we 
had heard that in some places such frames 
had been torn out and that the walls had 
been falling in. None of the buildings are 
past repair, and all can be fixed up with- 
out very great expense, providing we are 
willing to just make necessary repairs.’?’ 


Surely we have every reason to thank 
the Lord and take courage for the future. 


—Allen R. Bartholomew. 


TO THE FRIENDS OF THE ORPHANS 


Nazareth Orphans’ Home, Rockwell, N. 
C., naturally does not want to be forgotten 
when you share the gifts of this happy sea- 
son. The membership of our Church in 
North Carolina is not large, and this Home 
is compelled to look to the Church at large 
if the boys and girls are not to suffer. 
These boys and girls are talking a lot 
about Christmas. If you could hear only 
a part of what they are saying, we are sure 
your hearts would be deeply moved. We 
are counting confidently that our many 
well-wishers will remember our needs and 
make us glad with a generous gift. We 
wish a happy Christmas to all our friends 
everywhere. God bless us, every one! 


Nazareth Orphans’ Home, 
Wm. H. McNairy, Supt. 


A CORRECTION 


The Editorial, ‘‘The Early Days of the 
‘Messenger,’ ’’ page 6, line 3, in the Cen- 
tennial Number, should read: ‘‘ As a result, 
the Magazine of the German Reformed 
Church, was published first at Carlisle, 
Pa., 1827 to 1829. Then at York, Pa., 1829 7 
to 1835, ete.’’ . : 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. John C. Brumbach from Lykens, 
Pa., to 115 E. Third St., Bloomsburg, Pa. 
Rey. Chas. E. Heffleger from Halifax, — 
Pa., to 448 Grand Ave., Tower City, Pa. 

Rev. 8. B. Mase, D. D., from Wilkins- 
burg, Pa., to 634 W. Broadway, Long — 
Beach, California. es. 

Rey. A. H. Schmeuszer from Maywood, 
Ill., to 3742 Prospect Ave., Kansas City, 
Mo. ae 


‘‘The Centennial Number 
der and is much appreciate 
writes Elder Edward 8. Fretz. _ 
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FINDING THE WAY 


By Arthur Y. Holter, Pastor, 
Bethany Tabernacle, Philadelphia. 


A little book in prose and poetry, with 
Bible references, containing twenty-five 
helps to the Christlike life. 

Dr. Paul S. Leinbach writes in the 
introduction: “The writer of this splen- 
did little booklet has shown rare insight 
in his choice of material, and he has 
rendered a service which should help 
many to ‘find the way’ to closer com- 
munion with Him Who is ‘the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life.’ ” 


A fine gift book for Christmas. 
Price, 45 cents Postpaid. 


Publication and Sunday School Board 
1505 Race Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


ST. PAUL’S ORPHANS’ HOME 


Greenville, Pa., Dec. 1, 1927. 
Dear Friends: 

I am ealling your attention to the 97 
children under our care. They need your 
help during the coming Christmas season. 
About $18,000 in addition to the income 
from endowments and other sources will be 
needed to provide for them during the 
year 1928. May I ask for your help in 
providing this amount. 

You can be sure that the things you do 
for helping helpless and homeless children 
during the Christmas season will touch the 
heart of our Blessed Master as much as 
anything else you may do. ‘‘Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these, My brethren, ye have done it unto 
Wie 

Hoping that Christmas may bring you 
and yours much Joy, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
—A. M. Keifer. 


Rev. W. T. Harner, for the past six years 
pastor of St. John’s Church, Freeland, Pa., 
has accepted a call to Christ Church, Allen- 
town. Rev. Mr. Harner expects to enter 
upon his duties in Christ Church, Jan. 1. 

Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, pastor of St. 
Mark’s Church, Reading,-was assisted by 
Rey. Dr. Ambrose M. Schmidt, Director of 
the ‘‘Messenger’’ Centennial, Dee. 11, in 
the observance of the 100th Anniversary 
of the ‘‘Messenger.’’ 


Recently the Board of Ministerial Relief 
received a bequest of $720 from Miss 
Louisa Fischer, Silver Creek, Illinois. Rev. 
R. A. Worthmann, Freeport, Ill, and Rey. 
John N. Naly, Dakota, Ill, looked after 
the Board’s interest in the settlement of 
Miss Fischer’s estate. ; 


In the Wooster Ave. Church, Akron, 
Ohio, Rev. H. B. Diefenbach, pastor, Dr. 
R. GC. Zartman, Philadelphia, preached two 
very helpful sermons on Nov. 27. Dr. 
Zartman, a former pastor of Grace Church, 
was also a speaker on Noy. 25, a special 
service of the dedicatory week. 


Mrs. Frank B. Alderfer, of New Holland, 
Pa., who recently passed away, bequeathed 
$1,000 to Bethany Orphans’ Home, and 


$1,000 to St. Stephen Church, New Hol-. 


land, of which she was a devoted member. 
These bequests become available after the 
death of her husband. 


Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew, President of 
General Synod, delivered the address at 
the Thank-Offering service in St. James’ 
Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. Joseph S. 
Peters, pastor, on Nov. 27. Special music by 
the organist, A. Stanley Keast, and the 
choir, featured the program. 


Dr. August Pohlman, State C. E. pastor 
counsellor, was the principal speaker on 
November 29 at a Lehigh-Cleveland Con- 
vention Echo Meeting in Trinity Church, 


Allentown, Pa., Dr. J. J. Schaeffer, pastor. 
Members of the Trinity C. E. Society took 
part in the program, and the program was 
interspersed with selections by the Trinity 
orchestra and the choir. 


Exchange of pulpits was made through- 
out Indianapolis Classis on Dee. 11. Rev. 
W. E. Huckeriede, of Terre Haute, preach- 
ed at Carrollton Ave. Church, Indianapolis, 
Ind., while the pastor, Rev. G. H. Gebhardt, 
B. D., delivered a sermon at Olney, Ill. 
Rev. Mr. Gebhardt gave a series of lectures 
on ‘‘later Adolescence’’ during the week 
of Nov. 27, at Connersville, Ind., for the In- 
diana State Council of Religious Education. 


St. Mark’s Memorial Church, Pittsburgh, 
Rev. J. Grant Walter, pastor, through the 
courtesy of Mr. C. Howard Chess, now has 
the use of a good film projector. The No- 
vember meeting of the Men’s Club was ex- 
ceptionally good, an attendance of almost 
a 100 per cent was reported. A most in- 
teresting, illustrated talk on the making 
of steel, was given by Mr. Charles T. Sie- 
bert, Jr. 


The Rey. John C. Brumbach has resigned 
as pastor of Christ Church, Lykens, Pa., 
and has accepted a call to the Reformed 
Church, of Bloomsburg, Pa., to take effect 
Dee. 15th. The consistory at Lykens is de- 
sirous of securing a new pastor at the 
earliest possible date. Any one who is in- 
terested will kindly consult with Mr. Galen 
Messner, Lykens, Pa., chairman of the sup- 
ply committee. 


The Centennial Anniversary of the 
‘“Messenger’’?’ was observed in Grace 
Church, Washington. D. C., Rev. Dr. Henry 
H. Ranck, pastor, on Dee. 11. On Christ- 
mas Day, morning Chureh, S. 8. and C. E. 
will be held at the regular hours, but the 
midnight Christmas morning service and 
the evening Church service will be omitted. 
The Dr. Harbaugh service will be held at 
11 A. M., with a brief address by the pas- 
tor. The Christmas festival of the 8S. S. 
is on the calendar for 7 P. M., Dee. 26. 


The Reformed Ministerial Association of 
Phila. and vicinity, held a Union Meeting 
with Presbyterians in Miller Hall, Dee. 5, 
at which Rey. Dr. Elmer L. Coblentz, of 
Reading, was the speaker, and the address 
was notable even if inclement weather 
made the audience small. Rey. Urban C. 
Gutelius, Phila., spoke at the meeting of 
the Association on Dee. 12. On Dee. 19, 
Rev. O. M. Pioch will deliver the address 
at the meeting to be held in Miller Hall at 
11 A. M. 


Trinity Church, Canton, O., Rev. Dr. 
Henry Nevin Kerst, pastor, on Christmas 
Day, will hold an early morning Christmas 
service of music and sermon at 7.30 A. 
M., the Chureh School session will be held 
from 8.30 to 10 A. M.; the 10.30 A. M. 
service will be omitted. In the evening at 
7.30 a pageant and Christmas musical, 
‘¢Why the Chimes Rang,’’ will be present- 
ed. Christmas parties for the Kindergar- 
ten, Primary and Junior Depts. will be 
held Dec. 28, from 2 to 4 P. M. 


The first of four regional conferences of 
members of consistories in Lehigh Classis, 
was held Noy. 28, in Emmanuel Church, 
Allentown, Pa., Rev. J. P. Bachman, pas- 
tor. Upwards of 150 representatives of the 
Churches in Allentown and vicinity attend- 
ed the meeting. Mr. David A. Miller pre- 


«sided at the conference, which was pre- 


ceded by a dinner served in the basement 
of the Church by the ladies of the congre- 
gation. Those taking part in the program 
as speakers were: Dr. C. E. Creitz, Revs. 
F. D. Slifer, Paul Reed Pontius, and W. F. 
Kosman, who gave an illustrated lecture. 


The Consistorial Conference of Zion’s 
Classis was held in Zion Church, York, 
Pa., Dee. 1. After the singing of ‘‘Old 
Hundredth,’’ Rev. Dr. George 8S. Sorber 
offered the invocation. During the course 
of the luncheon period, Rev. Dr. Rufus C. 


FOR.-YOU= 
A HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS 
WITH MANY 
BLESSINGS. 
FOR ANOTHER— 
THE MESSENGER. 
YOUR GIFT— 


YOUR GREETING. 
FIFTY-TWO 
VISITS FROM YOU 
TO ANOTHER 
DURING THE 
YEAR 1928. 
THANK YOU! 


A. M. S. 


Zartman, Supt., Dept. of Evangelism, 
presented the address. Prayer was offered 
by Revs. C. M. Mitzell, H. F. Boyer, W. E. 
Garrett, and the benediction was pro- 
nounced by Rev. Dr. J. K. McKee. The 
Consistorial Conference Committee was 
composed of Revs. W. Sherman Kerschner, 
Oliver 8. Hartman, Rev. Dr. George 8. 
Sorber, Mr. John L. Gerber, Dr. Charles Bee 
Rice, and Mr. Alvin DeHoft. 

Many favorable comments are heard 
about the new $6,500 pipe organ placed in 
Grace Church, Frederick, Md., Rey. Chal- 
mers W. Walck, pastor, which was dedi- 
cated in October. The chimes in the organ 
were presented by J. Travers Thomas and 
family in memory of their son, J. Travers 
Thomas, Jr. The harp was presented by Dz 
Princeton Buckey in honor of his parents, 
Daniel E. and Louisa ©. Buckey. The in- 
augural recital by Mr. Henry T. Wade will 
long be remembered, as also the address by 
Miss Grace Lockton, of Hood College. This 
progressive congregation feels that the ad- 
dition of this splendid instrument is a dis~ 
tinet forward step. 

‘¢The Centennial Number was great—a 
wonderful boost for the ‘Messenger.’ I 
cannot understand how any of our minis- 
ters can decline to put forth efforts to cir- 
eulate the paper among his people. What- 
ever efficiency I may have had in the min- 
istry I attribute largely to my faithful 
reading of the ‘Messenger’ and the ‘Re- 
view.’ That kept me in living touch with 
the thought and work of the Chureh as a 
1? So writes one of our veterans, 


whole. ADB, 
who is also one of the ‘‘Messenger’s 
most valued contributors, Dr. A. E. Truxal. 


A word like this to the wise should he 
sufficient. 

On Dee. 4, Trinity Church, Reading, Pa.,, 
Rev. F. A. Sterner, pastor, the 30th anni-- 
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NOTICE 
TO OUR REGULAR SUBSCRIBERS 


IF AFTER YOU HAVE SENT US YOUR REMIT- 
TANCE FOR NEXT YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
MESSENGER, YOU SHOULD RECEIVE THE REG- 
ULAR REQUEST FOR A RENEWAL FROM THIS 
OFFICE, PLEASE DISCARD THE NOTICE. 
IN ALL PROBABILITY WE ALREADY HAVE YOUR 
REMITTANCE—THE NOTICE HAS BEEN HELD UP 
BY THE CHRISTMAS MAILS. WATCH YOUR 


WRAPPER ON THE MESSENGER--THE DATE WILL 
BE CHANGED IF THE REMITTANCE REACHES US. 
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versary of the congregation was recog- 
nized by special services. Rey. Dr. H. M. 
J. Klein, of Franklin and Marshall College, 
preached the sermon at the morning wor- 
ship, and in the evening the special 
speaker was Rey. D. J. Wetzel, of First 
Church, The pastorate of Rev. Mr. Sterner 
began June 15, 1919. During the next few 
months the 8. 8. was completely graded 
and modernized in every respect. The 
basement was made into departmental 
rooms and the new work dedicated in 1921, 
A new pipe organ, purchased from the 
Moller Co., was dedicated Feb. 11, 1923. 
To take care of the increased attendance, 
an annex was completed and dedicated 
Dec. 12, 1926. The congregation today has 
a membership of nearly 300 and a S. S. 
enrollment of about 380. 


Miss Alma S. Niles writes from Ickes- 
burg, Pa.: ‘‘At the District S. S. Conven- 
tion at Gingerich’s M. E. Church Nov. 27, 
Elder W. B. Shull was presented with a 
gold medal by the president of the conven- 
tion, Mr. F. O. Hamilton, for 50 years of 
service given to Sunday School work. Mr. 
Hamilton had information from Rev. 
Francis Lindaman, who confirmed Mr. 
Shull, when he joined the Church in 1873, 
also from other pastors under whom Mr. 
Shull has labored, testifying to his faithful 
service during their pastorates in the Blain 
Charge. We congratulate Mr. Shull on en- 
tering his third 25 years of service and 
sincerely hope that he may enjoy many 
more useful years in working for the Mas- 
ter.’’ 

Rev. G. D, Elliker, D. D., writes the fol- 
lowing to the Board of Ministerial Relief: 
““Our Zion Church, Waukon, Iowa, has now 
begun its canvass for the Sustentation 
Fund. Our Treasurer, Mr. Simon Hans- 
meier, is sending you herewith his check 
for $700, as the first payment. There will 
be more to follow next year. Our people 
have been very unfortunate in losing quite 
a bit of money. Three banks have been 
closed and it is quite a loss to all of us, 
but we felt that we should get started in 
our canvass for this matter. We certainly 
wish you God’s blessings in the important 
work of earing for our aged and disabled 
ministers and their widows.’’ 


The annual Father and Sons Fellow- 
ship Banquet was held at St. Stephen’s 
Church, York, Pa., Friday, Dec. 2nd, the 
Rev. Howard F. Boyer, pastor. 100 fathers 
and sons were present. The evening’s 
program was opened with a song, led by 
Mr. H. A. Bailey, former General Secre- 
tary of the Y. M. C. A. The guests of the 
banquet were then introduced and _ re- 
sponses given. Following this greetings 
were brought from the neighboring. St. 
James’ Lutheran Church, by the pastor, 
the Rey. B. Clinton Ritz; also from the 
Zion’s Evangelical Chureh, by the pastor, 
the Rev. 8. S. Miller. Another song was 
then sung after which a short address was 
given by the~pastor. The main address of 
the evening was given by the Rey. J. Ed- 
ward Klingaman, of Dover, Pa. 


In St. John’s Chureh, Bellefonte, Pa., 
Rev. Robert Thena, pastor, Home Mission 
Day was observed Novy. 13. A fine service 
was rendered. Good attendance, offering 
of $205 for the new Church at State Col- 
lege, Pa., being more than double the 
quota. Nov. 27th, subscriptions were 
taken at the morning and evening services 


for Ministerial Relief, payable within one 
year instead of five. Although the con- 
gregation was small due to a rainy Sunday, 
three-fourths of the quota was raised, with 
the rest to follow. During last week the 
Ladies’ Aid Society had a beautiful lin- 
oleum floor covering laid in the Chapel by 
Hazel & Co., members of St. John’s, at a 
cost of $600. This completes all the re- 
pairs, placing the Church, Chapel and par- 
sonage in first-class repair. 


Christ Church, Middletown, Md., Rev. 
John S. Adam, pastor, on Dee. 4, was privi- 
leged to have as its ‘speaker at the morning 
worship, Mr. Geo. W. Waidner, of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., in celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the ‘‘Reformed Church 
Messenger.’’ Mr. Waidner was listened 
to with rapt attention when he gave a 
most forceful address on the history of 
the ‘‘ Messenger,’’ stressing ‘‘information, 
inspiration, co-operation.’’ On Dee. 2nd 
and 8rd, the Pastor’s Aid Society of the 
Church held their annual oyster supper and 
bazaar, and met with unusual success. The 
Every Member Canvass was made on Nov. 
27 with marked encouragement. A ban- 
quet was served the canvassers on the 
night of Nov. 25th by the King’s Daught- 
ers Class of the S. S. Plans are now being 
made for the Christmas season, when the 
outstanding service will be that on the 
part of the Sabbath School on Christmas 
eve and the Christmas cantata by the choir 
on New Year’s night. ; 


The estate of Mary Elizabeth Firer, of 
Thurmont, Md., was closed by the executor, 
Mr. Samuel Long, and the following be- 
quests were paid out as designated in her 
will: To the Home Mission Board three 
building funds of $500 each; one in the 
name of her father, one in the name of her 
mother, and the other in her own name; a 
balance of $241.68 to the general Home 
Mission Fund, making a total of $1,741.68 
to Home Missions; also $841.69 to Foreign 
Missions and $25 to Ministerial Relief. Be- 
sides the above, she also willed $1,000 as 
an endowment to Trinity Reformed Church, 
Thurmont, Md., the interest of the same 
to be perpetually used for the benefit of 
said Trinity Church, Dr. P. E. Heimer, pas- 
tor. 


In St. Paul’s Church, West Hazleton, 
Pa., Rey. K. Stadelmann, pastor, a beauti- 
ful memorial service was held on Nov. 27 
with the dedication of a beautiful set of 
purple broadeloth altar hangings, adorned 
with monograms worked with white silk, 
and dedicated to the Glory of God and in 
memory of the late Mr. and Mrs. C. W. 
Koenig. The hangings, which are the gift 


‘The Rev. A. H. Schuler, Pastor, First 
Church, Bethlehem, Pa., which has just 
celebrated its 60th anniversary 


‘ 


‘term will be 12 weeks. 


of the children of the deceased, are made 
of material imported from Germany and 
embroidered by Miss Louise Koenig, one 
of the children, and Mrs. Harvey E. Eroh, 
a member of the congregation. The de- 
signs were made by the pastor. In connee- 
tion with the service, a beautiful anthem, 
entitled, ‘‘Praise Ye the Lord,’’ was rend- 
ered by the choir. The sanctuary was pro- 
fusely adorned with an array of flowers. 
This makes the fourth set of altar hang- 
ings received as memorials within recent 
years. 

Christmas Health Seals are now on sale 
throughout the United States. They adda 
touch of the Christmas spirit to holiday 
letters, cards and packages. The money 
which they provide carries on a winning 
fight against tuberculosis. Everyone should 
buy and use all they can. Christmas seals 
means sunshine and air, wholesome food, 
rest, medical attention and nursing to tens 
of thousands suffering from tuberculosis. 
Christmas Seals sold in Philadelphia main- 
tain the fight against tuberculosis carried 
on by the Philadelphia Health Couneil and 
Tuberculosis Committee, 311 South Juni- 
per Street. Whenever you buy Christmas 
Seals you help save human lives. Do your 
share again at this holiday season. Answer 
the Christmas Seal letter or telephone to 
the Couneil office for Seals—Pennypacker 
2201. 


The First Chureh, Charlotte, N. C., Rev. 
John W. Myers, pastor. This congregation 
took advantage of the Simultaneous Every 
Member Canvass period and made its can-~ 
vass, Noy. 20th, receiving the largest re- 
sponse in pledges that was ever received 
in this congregation. The pastor has just 
concluded a series of five Sunday night — 
sermons on ‘‘The Making of a Christian 
Home.’’ A large number of visitors at- 
tended the series and the Sunday evening 
attendance was nearly doubled. The an- 
nual Thank-Offering service was conducted 
by the Women’s Missionary Society on the 
evening of December 4th. A very liberal 
offering was again received. Christmas will 
be observed by having the annual dawn 
service at 6.30 A. M., and the White 
Christmas service in the evening, using 
the pantomime, ‘‘Why the Chimes Rang.’’ 
The white gifts and the Christmas offering 
will be given to Nazareth Orphans’ Home. 


The. Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches are opening an evening school 
beginning the third Monday of January, 
the 16th, for leadership training, for men, 
Women and young people. The Standard 
Leadership, Training Courses with credits 
and a standard diploma, will be given. The 
The fee will be $1 
for each course, The National Boards of 
these Churches are supervising the school 
and choosing the faculty. The aim is to 
send back trained leaders for every de- 
partment of the Church work. The ses-_ 
sions will be held in the Philadelphia 
Training School, 1122 Spruce Street, where 
enrollments are now being received. This 
is a united effort of all the educational 
officers to fit our future Church leadérs for 
effective service. 
evenings is designed to meet the need of 
men and women busy during the day. No 
prior experience is required. 


Christ Church. Roaring Spring, Pa., Rev. 
Howard S. Fox, minister, reports a very 


active season during this past fall and 


greater activities for the winter months, 


After the Harvest Home Festival a barrel — 


and a box of fruits were sent to the c 
phanage. The Rally Day occasion was 
grand success with a good attendane 
very inspiring address by the Hon. J. 
son Wright, of Bedford, and an offe: 
$365. Home Mission Day was 
and the quota of $75 reached, our ] 
being inspired by the challenging th 

of a Church at State College and ny 


This brief term of 12 © 
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PASTORS 
We have a limited number of 
the CENTENNIAL ANNIVER- 
SARY MESSENGER, which we 
{ will gladly send to any who 
want additional copies. 
Re-orders are now going out. 
We would urge prompt ac- 
tion. 


FIRST COME - FIRST SERVED 
at the 10c. Per Copy Rate. 


and it is hoped that we shall do our part 
in the getting of new subscriptions to a 
great paper. A new furnace was placed 
in the parsonage and paid for, and the Aid 
Society placed an electric stove in the 
Church kitchen, paying for it at once. The 
first half of our apportionment has been 
paid to the Classical Treasurer. 


C, O. Meads, head of the Meads Tobacco 
Company, was host on Tuesday evening, 
Dec. 7, to the members, their wives and 
friends of Good Fellowship Class of Young 
Men of St. John’s Sunday School, Red 


Lion, Pa., taught by T. E. Brooks, at a ban- ’ 


quet served in the Malta Temple, York, Pa. 
The party numbering 126 gathered at 6.30 
o’clock and went to York in automobiles 
provided by members of the class. All ex- 
penses of the banquet were paid by Mr. 
Meads, who is president of the class. In 
connection with the banquet there were a 
number of pleasing addresses and musical 
numbers. Mr, Meads served as toastmas- 
ter. Addresses were delivered by the pas- 
tor, the Rev. Dr. Howard H. Long, Assem- 
blyman J. M. Turnbach, Superintendent of 
the Sunday School, Prof. Albert G. M. 
Schlagel, Supervising Principal of the Red 
Lion Schools, H. W. Lauer, Superintendent 
of the Interborough Coal and Fuel Co., 8. 
J. Snyder, H. H. Minich and the teacher, 
F. E. Brooks. Music was furnished by the 
Linden Quartet, Male Chorus of the Church 
and solos. 


On Sunday evening, Noy. 27, the Thank- 
Offering service of the W. M. S. and the 
G. M. G. of Grace Chureh, Shippensburg, 
Rey. H. D. Althouse, pastor, was observed. 
The service was in charge of Mrs. Fred 
Bossert, Thank-Offering Secretary. The 
Guild presented the pageant, ‘‘The Rain- 
bow.’’ Mrs. H. D. Althouse made the ad- 
dress on the theme, ‘‘The Motto of the G. 
M. G.’’ The offering amounted to $135. 
Grace Church took part in a Home Visita- 
tion Evangelistic Campaign conducted by 
Dr. Guy Black, of Gary, Indiana, during 
the week of Noy. 21st. Fifteen decisions 
were received by the Reformed workers. 
Membership Sunday was observed Dee. 

“11th. During the week of Oct. 17th a 
canvass was made to reduce the Church 
debt. The Finance Committee reports that 
$31,465 payable in five years was pledged 
by members and organizations of the 
Church. The total indebtedness was $44,- 
500, leaving a balance of $11,045. A Young 
People’s Society has been organized and 
great interest is being manifested. 


Rey. Dr. Ellis N. Kremer, pastor of 
Salem Church, Harrisburg, Pa., writes in 
his Bulletin: ‘‘The oldest periodical of our 
Church was first published as an aid to the 
work of Missions. It has had the able 
editorship of Dr. B. S. Schneck, Dr. S. R. 
Fisher, Dr. Charles Fisher, Dr. R. 8. Davis, 
Dr. Cyrus B. Musser, all deceased, and now 
has for its editor, Dr. P. S. Leinbach. All 
of these men the writer knew. He has 
seen the ‘Messenger’ increasing from a 
comparatively small sheet to its present 
size and with a variety of contents, and a 
number of departments, such as it never 
had before. Our Consistory has appoint- 
ed Deacon Josiah Hillegas, to lead the 
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members of the Y. P. Society and other 
young members of the Church, in an effort 
to increase the subscription list in Salem 
congregation. There is no member of any 
of the departments of Chureh work who 
will not be effectually aided by the ‘Mes- 
senger’ in the particular work in which he 
or she is specially interested, while all 
members will gain through the paper a 


A STRANGER ON EARTH 
C. W. E. Siegel 


Meek and lowly, no one knew Him, 
Came a Stranger in the night; 
All the world lay wrapped in dark- 

ness; 
Kings and priests saw not the 
light, 
Paving all the silent heavens 
With a glory not of earth, 
Whereon Angels brought the mes- 
sage 
Of the Lord’s mysterious birth. 


From the bosom of the Father, 
From the love-light of His face,— 
Word eternal, God revealing, 
Height of wisdom, love 
grace,— 
Came this Stranger, poor and help- 
less; 
Yet beneath that mortal dress 
Hid the fullness of the Godhead,— 
Glowed the Sun of righteousness. 


and 


Stranger in His own creation, 
He the source and end of all, 
Making earth His transient dwelling, 
Throned beside a cattle-stall; 
Earth whereon the thorns 
growing, 
Soon to crown His sacred head;— 
Earth so cursed with sin and sorrow, 
Leaving peace and life instead. 


were 


Stranger midst the learned lawyers, 
‘Tried by quizzing Pharisee; 
Passing by His angry townsmen, 
Clothed in fearless majesty, 
Like the moon in silent glory, 
Sails amid the clouds at night; 
They who were His own disowned 
Him, 
Few rejoicing in His light. 
Stranger oft amid disciples, 
Master called by them and Lord, 
And at last the Teacher’s lessons 
Ended with the mystic word: 
‘‘Many things I still would teach 
you, 
But ye cannot bear them now;’’ 
Spake it sadly, though hosannas 
Greeted Him on Olive’s brow. 


Knocking at the hearts of many, 
Comes again this Stranger true, 

In the midnight and the darkness, 
Finding entrance with so few; 
Room.they have for gold and pleas- 

ure, 
None for Him, the Gift Divine: 
Soul, receive Him, not as Stranger, 
Know Him, love Him, make Him 
thine. 


larger view of the work of the Church, as 
well as the progress of human society. The 
subscription price is $2.50 per year. We 
solicit a generous response to the effort of 
Mr. Hillegas and his assistants.’ 


The first Church Workers’ Conference 
Supper was held at Bethany Tabernacle, 
Phila., on Nov. 30th, with a goodly num- 
ber present. The pastor, Rev. A. Y. Holter, 
was in charge. After singing the Doxology, 
Brother Ziegler was called upon to ask the 
blessing. A most delicious supper ws 
then served by the ladies of the Aid So- 
ciety. Every one joined in the spirited 
singing of old-fashioned songs led by the 


choirister, ‘‘Jack’’ Smith. The presi- 
dents of the various organizations were 
then called upon to give five-minute talks 
about the work of their respective so- 
cieties. These were all well rendered and 
exceedingly interesting. Rev. Mr. Holter 
then introduced the main speaker of the 
evening, the Rev. Harold B. Kerschner, of 
First Church, who made a splendid inspir- 
ational address. We were given in a dif- 
ferent way what the Church stands for and 
the work it is trying to do with God’s 
help. Indeed, there were so many really 
helpful points of interest given, space 
would not permit mentioning all. Those 
present felt a keener realization of their 
tasks and we know the future holds still 
better things in store for Bethany Taber- 
nacle. After singing the first verse of 
‘“Blest Be the Tie That Binds,’’ the con- 
ference closed with Rey. Mr. Kerschner’s 
benediction. 

Rev. and Mrs. Henry J. Welker cele. 
brated their golden wedding anniversary 
on Nov. 29. Their wedding ceremony was 
performed by Rev. A. L. DeChant, of 
Pennsburg, assisted by Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Fisher, Philadelphia, on Dr. Welker’s 
birthday in 1877, which made the 1927 oc- 
casion a double celebration. Until Bro. 
Welker retired about six years ago from 
Trinity (Tulpehocken) charge, he had been 
pastor there for almost 40 years. He is a 
native of Montgomery County, attending 
school in Upper Hanover Township, and 
later the Frederick Institute and Washing- 
ton Hall College, both institutions having 
passed out of existence. After teaching 
school for six years Mr. Welker took the 
collegiate course at the Mt. Pleasant Semi- 
nary and graduated from Ursinius College 
in 1876. After being examined and licensed 
to preach the Gospel by Goshenhoppen 
Classis at a meeting held at Oley, Berks 
County, he was ordained into the ministry 
at the Springfield Church, Bucks County, 
in 1877, serving his first charge for 7 years. 
Mrs. Welker, who is a native of Philadel- 
phia, has always proven a devoted and 
competent aid to him in Church and other 
activities. She is deeply interested in 
various women’s organizations, taking an 
active part in them. Dr. and Mrs. Welker 
were blessed with four children, twins, who 
died after reaching manhood; Warren C. 
Welker, who lives in Allentown, and Mrs. 
Edith T. Urich, residing in West Myers- 
town. 


On Church Paper Day, Dee. 4, Rev. 
Howard Obold, pastor of St. Stephen’s 
Church, Perkasie, Pa., spoke in the morn- 
ing service on the subject, ‘‘What Are 
You Reading?’’ At the Thank-Offering 
service, in the evening, Miss Minerva 
Weil spoke on her experiences as a mis- 
sionary in China. On Dec. 9, Supt. and 
Mrs. Kehm accompanied the Girls’ Chorus 
from Bethany Orphanage on a week-end 
trip to Perkasie and Norristown, where 
they gave a concert at each place. We 
read in the bulletin of St. Stephen’s the 
following paragraph: ‘‘Your pastor has 
just finished reading carefully the Cen- 
tennial Numbér of our ‘Reformed Church 
Messenger.’ The history of its growth is 
unique. It started as a magazine issued 
by the Home Mission Board until today it 
is the right arm of every Board of the 
Church. I wish this Centennial Number 
could be found in every home. No one 
could read the many contributions, ‘Why 
the Church Paper,’ without feeling a sense 
of guilt, if you don’t read it. Members, 
we need ‘The Messenger.’ It ministers to 
the spiritual life of its readers; it broadens 
their knowledge of Church affairs and 
deepens their interest; it reveals through 
its news in brief the wonderful field of 
activity for the Church today. As we 
look upon the ‘Staff’ in their happiness, we 
extend greetings to the Editor-in-Chief, 
Dr. Leinbach—the Business Secretary, Rev. 
A. 8. Bromer, and their faithful assistants, 
Miss Harris and Mr. Waidner.’’ 
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Lehigh Classis held a series of regional 
conferences throughout the Lehigh Classis 
during the last week in November. The 
committee in charge, all of them members 
of the Missionary and Stewardship Com- 
mittee of the Classis, were David A, Mil- 
ler, chairman, Rev. R. M. Kern, of Allen- 
town, and Rey. J. B. Landis, of Fleetwood. 
The Allentown conference held Noy. 28th, 
was in charge of David Miller; the New 
Tripoli conference under the direction of 
Rev. R. M. Kern, was held Nov. 30th. The 
Kutztown conference held in St. Paul’s 
Chureh, Kutztown, was in charge of Rev. 
J. B. Landis and Rev. Geo. B. Smith, pre- 
siding. The Lehighton conference held 
Thursday evening, Dec. lst, was in charge 
of Rev. Paul Reid Pontius. The purpose 
of these meetings was to present to the 
members of the respective consistories and 
those interested, facts and plans concern- 
ing the larger work of the Church. At the 
Kutztown meeting supper was served by 
the Ladies’ Aid Society of St. Paul’s Re- 
formed Church, Kutztown, and about 75 
persons partook of an excellent supper. 
After the supper the following program 
was carried out. ‘‘The Challenge of the 
Causes’’—Rey. C. E. Creitz, D. D., Read- 
ing, Pa.; ‘‘How to Meet This Challenge’’ 
—Rev. G. B. Smith, Kutztown, Pa.; ‘‘The 
Attitude of Elders and Deacons’’—David 
A. Miller, Allentown, Pa.; Illustrated 
Lecture on ‘‘ Work of the Church’’—Rev. 
J. B. Landis, Fleetwood, Pa. The illustrat- 
ed lecture was given in the Sunday School 
Chapel. 

After serving four Reformed congrega- 
tions in Berks County for over 44 years, 
Rey. Isaac 8. Stahr tendered his resigna- 
tion at a meeting of the joint consistories 
held Nov. 27, in Salem Church, Spangsville. 
Advanced years caused the relinquishing 
of his duties, as he recently celebrated his 
82nd birthday anniversary. Rev. Mr. Stahr 
graduated from the Reformed Theological 
Seminary, Lancaster, in 1877, and was or- 
dained at Lock Haven the same year, serv- 
ing a charge at that place for 6 years. He 
assumed the pastorate of Salem Church, 
Spangsville; Frieden’s, Reading; St. 
John’s, Pricetown, and New Jerusalem, in 
1883, and has served continuously since. 
When the 40th anniversary of Rev. Mr. 
Stahr’s pastorate was celebrated, in a re- 
port submitted at that time, he stated that 
he had officiated at 451 weddings, 905 
funerals, baptized 1,875 infants, and 43 
adults, confirmed 1,052 and made many 
thousand pastoral calls. His son, Rev. Dr. 
Henry I. Stahr, is pastor of Emmanuel 
Church, Hanover. Maintaining a disposi- 
tion to serve his God in the manner be- 
fitting his calling, Rev. Mr. Stahr made a 
host of friends not only in his own con- 
gregations, but among those of other faiths 
as well. As a moulder of character, he has 
few equals. His charges to the various 
eatechetical classes at confirmation are re- 
membered by all who were privileged to 
hear the words of love and wisdom spoken 
by the pastor. When he assumed the pas- 
torate here he formed a union which has 
been cherished by all with whom he came 
into contact. 


ADDITIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 
(Continued on page 25) 


BALTIMORE CHRISTIAN UNITY CON- 
FERENCE JANUARY 12 
AND 13, 1928 


The first nation-wide conference on 
Christian unity to follow up the work of 
Lausanne will be the Baltimore Christian 
Unity~Conference on January 12th and 
13th at the First Presbyterian Church, Rev. 
Hugh L. Hodge, minister, Baltimore. 

It will be under the direction of the 
Christian Unity League, which was organ- 
ized in Baltimore in the spring of 1927 
for the study of all approaches to Christian 
unity. The first day of the conference will 
be given to the discussion of attitudes mak- 
ing for unity, the social approach as ex- 


pressed by the Federal Council, the ethical 
approach as expressed by the Stockholm 
Conference, and the theological approach 
as expressed by the Lausanne Conference, 
with an interpretation of the purposes of 
the Christian Unity League. 

The second day’s session will be devoted 
to the discusion of unity in worship, 
in education, in evangelism, and in 
social betterment. In the evening there 
will be a sermon and the celebration of the 
Lord’s supper, with a Presbyterian presid- 
ing, assisted by an Episcopalian, a Luth- 
eran and a Baptist. 

Among the speakers are Bishop Francis 
J. McConnell, of Pittsburgh; Bishop W. A. 
Guerry, of South Carolina; President G. W. 
Richards, of Lancaster, Pa.; Dr. C. C. Mor- 
rison, of Chicago: Dr. William Adams 
Brown, Dr. Finis 8S. Idleman, Dr. Frederick 
Lynch and Dr. Robert’ A. Ashworth, of 
New York; President W. A. Harper, of 
Elon College, N. C., and Dr. Robert A. 
Hume, of India, Other names will be added 
to: the program. 

The morning and evening sessions. will 
be oceupied with special addresses. Hach 
afternoon will be given to discussions, in 
which any person who has enrolled may 
take part. Committees will bring in their 
findings as the result of the discussion. 
There will be no special invitations sent 
out, only announcements through the re- 
ligious and secular press. All Christians 
are invited to come and thereby it may be 
possible to find those Christians who are 
definitely interested in a united Christen- 
dom. 

Peter Ainslie, minister, Christian Tem- 
ple, Baltimore, president, and Samuel M. 
Hann, 2 Somerset Road, Roland Park, Bal- 
timore, secretary, to whom all correspond- 
ence may be addressed. 


GOOD NEWS AT CATAWBA 


The people of our Reformed Church will 
be glad to hear that our Southern-most 


educational institution, Catawba College, 


has received much encouragement’ in its 
aspirations for accrediting as a regular 
member of the Southern Association of 
Colleges, the highest honor that can come 
to any institution. The application of the 
college for membership came before the 
Commission of Higher Institutions for con- 
sideration last week. The President of 
the college appeared before the Committee. 
The college was inspected by one of the 
past presidents of the Association. The 
inspector sent in a very enthusiastic re- 
port, and the president of the college re- 
ceived warm congratulations from the 
Chairman of the Commission for the things 
that had been accomplished. The Commis- 
sion found that the college measured up 
to all of its standards admirably, with but 
a single exception, that of the Endowment 
Fund. 

One of the standards of the Southern 
Association requires that a college have 
an Endowment Fund of $500,000. This has 
been amended to permit the accrediting of 
a college when it has an endowment of at 
least $300,000 and a regular income from 
Chureh support or other sources of $10,000 
a year. 

It will be very easy for Catawba to 
reach this standard within the next year 
provided those who have made subscrip- 
tions will pay them as they become due. 
Probably a special effort will be made dur- 
ing the year to secure payment in advance 
of outstanding subscriptions in order that 
the college may enjoy full accredited 
standing at the very earliest date. We 


‘feel quite sure that the standard will be 


reached within the year. That being the 
case, the friends of the college should re- 
joice, take courage, and do the very best 
they possibly can to provide her with this 
fund. 

The college received unusual commenda- 
tion for the strength of her faculty and 
the excellence and completeness of her 
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equipment. Highty-six per cent of all the 
teaching is done by persons who have had 
three or more years of post-graduate work. 
Few, if any institutions, in this country 
can match this standard. There is a rapid- 
ly growing student body and an efficient, 
smooth-running organization, which is do- 
ing good work in every department of col- 
lege life and activity. Already a number — 
of enrollments are being received for next 
year. The president of the college be- 
lieves that we should concentrate all efforts . 
now on the Endowment Fund and that no 
building should be done next summer, even 
though there is a probability that the col- 
lege will not have room for all who wish 
to enter. Those who are interested in the 
college for their sons and daughters are 
given this warning to get their applications 
in early. This will not obligate them as 
the application may be withdrawn later if 
that become desirable. —E. R. H. 


GREETINGS FROM PARISH PAPERS 


“¢ <The Reformed Church Messenger’ is — 
the oldest Chureh paper in our denomina- 
tion. The year 1927 marks the centennial 
of this valued Church periodical. Are -- 
you a reader of ‘The Messenger,’ if not, . 
why not? Our congregation has less than 
fifty subscribers to this paper. There are - 
more than five hundred families in St. 
Mark’s and we are sorry to say that only ~ 
8% are readers of ‘The Messenger.’ We 
expect to have a large number of sample 
copies by next Sunday which is known as 
‘Messenger’ Day. We want you to get 
your copy next Sunday. The subscription — 
price is $2.50 a year, just about 5e a — 
week. Shall we not enroll you on the ~ } 
list of subscribers? You ought to read 
‘The Messenger.’ 1. Because it is a re~ ' 
ligious paper of a high standard and 
help you in the development of your 
religious life. 2. Because it is a paper — 
that has material that is of great value to 
the entire family. 3. Because it gives - 
you a better knowledge of our denomina- — 
tional life. 4, Because it will fit and pre 
pare you for Kingdom Work. Dr. Paul 
Seibert Leinbach is the editor of ‘The Mes 
senger. He deserves the support of 
member of the denomination. There 
editor of any of the religious pap: 
America whose editorials are quoted 1 
frequently in both the religious and 
press. This is a high tribute to Dr 
bach and our denomination ought 
justly proud of the fine service 
ering. Subscribe for ‘The Mes 
it now!’’—The Bulletin «of | 
Chureh, Lebanon, Pa., Rev. D 
Fisher, pastor. , 
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will be published about the first of Decem- 
ber. The Consistory has ordered 50 copies 
of this number, which may be had at 10 
cents per copy. Fifty free copies of the 
Thanksgiving Number will be given away 
on the Sunday preceding Thanksgiving 
Day. ‘The Reformed Church Messenger’ 
will come to your home every week at 5 
cents a copy or $2.50 a year. Can your 


. home invest 5 cents a week and get better 


returns for the money?’’—‘‘ The Herald,’’ 
Orwigsburg, Pa., Rev. H. J. Herber, pas- 
tor. 


“‘This fall we are celebrating the Cen- 
tennial Anniversary of ‘The Reformed 
Church Messenger.’ It has had a long 
and glorious history and has been a faith- 
ful servant of the Church. We cannot 
coneeive how a Church could exist in its 
present form without a denominational 
Church paper, such’ as the ‘Messenger.’ 
It is a living bond of union among her 
many congregations. Today it is a bigger, 
greater, better paper than ever before. Its 
power for good is limited only because its 
readers are so limited—so few. The poet 
says, 


“Many a flower is born to live and bloom 
unseen; ° 

And waste its fragrance on the desert 
Bites 


For far too many people that is just what 
happened to the ‘Messenger.’ Its power 
to help and bless is wasted to countless 
homes because they’ do not take it and 
read it. Every member of the consistory, 
every Sunday School officer and teacher 
ought to read it, no home should be with- 
out it. How can we hope to be intelligent 
workers in our Church if we are not famil- 
iar with our denominational programs? 
Just as no farmer can, nor should he, do 
without his farm papers, so no member of 
the Reformed Church can afford to be 
without the ‘Messenger.’ Hand us your 
subscription and permit it to be a thing 
of joy and blessing and spiritual power in 
your home—to you and your children.’’— 
Beaver Charge ‘‘Herald.’’ 


REV. DR. DICKERT HONORED AT 
SILVER JUBILEE 


The celebration of the 25th anniversary 
of Rev. Dr. Thomas W. Dickert as pastor 
of St. Stephen’s Church, Reading, Pa., 
reached its climax on Nov. 27. 

The Sunday School presented Dr. Dick- 
ert with a basket of chrysanthemums, and 
a mixed quartet, composed of Mrs, Law- 


rence ©. Bright, Miss Ruth Baum, S. A. 


Althouse and Willis W. Steffy, sang to 
his honor, ‘‘Living for Jesus.’’ Miss Mae 
Pauley presided at the piano. Rev. EHd- 
win S. Leinbach offered the prayer. A 
large congregation assembled for the morn- 
ing Church service. Dr. Dickert occupied 
the pew with his family. Rev. H. Y. 
Stoner conducted the service and delivered 
a brief address. The sermon was preached 
by Rev. Edwin 8S. Leinbach, of Robesonia, 
on ‘‘Qualifications of a Faithful Minister 
of the Gospel,’’ texts II Sam. 12:7, ‘‘Thou 
Art the Man,’’ and John 19:5, ‘‘Behold 
Rey. Mr. Leinbach, who has 
known Dr. Dickert from his student days, 
paid a glowing tribute to his life, his 
character and his work. Among the quali- 
fications he mentioned are: First, spiritu- 
ality—knowledge of God—walking with 
God; second, timeliness—the human touch 
—tenderness; third, the personal note—di- 
rect preaching; fourth, courage; fifth, sim- 
plicity; sixth, the constructive quality— 
building up the Christian life and char- 


acter of the individual and building up the 


He said that Dr. Dickert 

qualifications to a_pre- 
eminent degree. He also spoke highly of 
him as a preacher to children and the wide 
popularity of his junior sermons. Many 
“the members of the congregation con- 


congregation. 


FIVE THOUSAND BEST MODERN ILLUSTRATIONS: 
By Rev. G. B. F. Hallock, D.D. 
Editor of “Doran’s Ministers Manual,” “The Evangelistic Cyclopedia,” ete: 


Invariably Dr. Hallock brings to his task a rare genius for selection and organizatiom 
The illustrations comprising this volume have been chosen with a view of meeting every possi- 
ble need in the pastor’s work, and the splendid topical index of the book makes each of them 
immediately available. The importance of illustrations has come of late to be recognized more 


clearly than ever. Spurgeon calls them windows for the illumination of the sermon, Here is 
perhaps the most valuable contribution which Dr. Hallock has made to the literature of 
sermonie material, Net, $4.00: 


PULPIT MIRRORS 
By Rev. Edward H. Byington 
Professor of Homiletics, Gordon College of Theology and Missions 
Author of “Open Air Preaching,” and “The Children’s. Pulpit” 

A distinct. and original book on preaching—unusual in the fine use which the author makes 
of ‘case studies. The first part of the book comprises a series of pictures of men observed 
in the pulpit and worship services the author has attended. He points out the good and bad 
qualities of each, studying the services objectively with a view of determining what makes 
for a great ministry. The latter part is given to a discussion of sermon construction and 
delivery. He writes in a most engaging manner that carries the reader forward with unflag- 
ging interest. His book is unique and profound. Net, $2.00: 


A GUIDE TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
By Jobn Edgar McFadyen, D.D. 
Professor of Old Testament, United Free Church College, Glasgow 
Author of “The Approach to the Old Testament,’ “The Use of the Old Testament,” ete: 


This book is meant for those who have no special technical equipment for biblical study, 
but who desire to know something of the nature of the Old Testament in the light of modern 
criticism and scholarship. It discusses the Bible as literature, it reveals the structure and 
aims of the various Old Testament books, and it illustrates their religious value. It is lucidly 
and winsomely written, and will enable the average man to read his Old Testament with appre- 
ciation and understanding. Net, $2.25 


NATURE STORIES FOR CHILDREN 
Fifty Five-Minute Talks 
By W.S. Herbert Wylie 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Haling, England 


_ Extremely effective sermon-stories, each based on a fresh and informing fact in nature— 
animals, birds, insects, fish, flowers, etc.—all presented fascinatingly and yet with scientific 
accuracy. Though the stories make absorbing reading by children, every nature incident is 
adaptable for use by any preacher, teacher or parent, with his own special application. The 
black bird’s sentinel warning, the starfish which when alarmed deliberately breaks into pieces, 
the helicopter quality in birds, the pea pod pest, the frog’s misplaced tongue, “daddy-long- 
legs” and his defRchable joints, sunlight-loving daisies—and dozens more of peculiar adapta- 


tions of naturejllumine these highly valuable pages. 
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gratulated Dr. Dickert and spoke very 
highly of the sermon of the morning. The 
pastor received a basket of chrysanthe- 
mums from Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Giles 
and of the latter’s mother, Mrs. H. Jennie 
Kurtz, both members of the congregation. 

At the evening service, Rev. Dr. H. M. 
J.Klein, of Franklin and Marshall College, 
Laneaster, delivered an excellent sermon. 
Text, Colosians 1:12, ‘‘Giving Thanks 
Unto the Father, Who Made Us Meet to 
Be Partakers of the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light.’’ He paid a beautiful 
tribute to Dr. Dickert’s fruitful pastor- 
ate at St. Stephen’s for a quarter of a cen- 
tury, speaking of the touch of his person- 
ality upon other personalities, the con- 
tagion of his idealism in the coming gener- 
ation, of his ministry of comfort, and of 
his active service in the interest of the 
Kingdom of God. The celebration of this 
25th anniversary began a week before, 
when Dr. Dickert preached the closing ser- 
mons of his 25th year at St. Stephen’s. 
He read the call which was given to him 
by St. Stephen’s 25 years ago, and his ac- 
ceptance. He gave a number of reasons 
why he has been pastor of the congrega- 
tion for a quarter of a century, and why 
the members, coming from at least 10 dif- 
ferent denominations, chose St. Stephen’s 
as their Church home, and were welded to- 
gether into a united congregation. 

Dr. Dickert read the following statistics 
of his 25 years’ work in St. Stephen’s: 
Baptisms, 1,474; weddings, 593; funerals, 
827; members added, 2,296; (1,308 by con- 
firmation and 988 by certificate and re- 
profession); losses, 1,369 (339 by death, 
238 by dismissal, and 792 by erasure); net 
gain, 927; membership 25 years ago, 760; 
present membership, 1,687; amount raised 


for benevolence, $64,945; for congregat- 
ional purposes, $257,523; total, $322,468. 

The testimonial dinner given on the ex- 
act date of the anniversary of his installa- 
tion as pastor of St. Stephen’s, Wednesday, 
Nov. 23, was a fitting tribute to his long 
and useful pastorate at St. Stephen’s. He 
was installed as pastor of the congregation 
on Sunday, Noy. 23, 1902, by a committee 
of Reading Classis, consisting of Revs, C. 
E. Creitz, C. E. Schaeffer and H. Y. Stoner. 
The first and last members of the com- 
mittee were present, Dr. Schaeffer being 
unable to attend on account of a trip to 
Kentueky in the interest of home missions. 
At their own request the members of the 
Ladies’ Aid Society were permitted to pre- 
pare the excellent chicken and waffle din- 
ner in honor of their pastor and to serve 
it, with the aid of some of the young peo- 
ple of the Church. While the guests par- 
took of the banquet the Hallman Marimba 
Trio rendered selections. The blessing 
was invoked by Rev. J. R. Humphreys, 
pastor of Berean Baptist Church. 

After the banquet, G. B. Kostenbader, 
vice-president of the consistory, officiated 
as toastmaster, and introduced the speak- 
ers of the evening. Mr. Kostenbader was 
very happy in giving a number of humor- 
ous stories, which were appreciated by all. 

On account of having to return to Phila- 
delphia in a short time, Rev. U. C. E, 
Gutelius, pastor of Grace Church of that 
city, was introduced as the first speaker. 
He was a classmate of Dr. Dickert in 
Franklin and Marshall College and the 
Theologieal Seminary at Lancaster, and 
they formed a warm and enduring friend- 
ship. About five years ago Dr. Dickert 
conducted a series of evangelistic and in- 
spirational serviees in Grace Chureh, Dr.. 
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‘Gutelius referred to their student days and 
their sincere friendship and then gave an 
acrostic of Dr. Dickert’s first name, 
Thomas, as follows: T for truthful; H for 
honorable; O for orderly; M for masterful; 
A for active; S for studious, and spoke of 
these qualities in Dr. Dickert’s life and 
character. 

Rey. Dr. ©. E. Creitz, pastor of St. 
Paul’s, the mother of St. Stephen’s, was 
‘the first of the local pastors to speak. He 
is the dean of the active pastors of the 
Reformed denomination in Reading and 
has been for many years president of the 
Reformed Ministerial Association. Hav- 
ing preceded Dr. Dickert to that city by 
about two years he has become very 
familiar with the whole work of St. Ste- 
phen’s pastor in that city, and paid a very 
high tribute to him as a factor in the re- 
ligious and economic life of Reading dur- 
ing the past 25 years, and of his larger 
work in the denomination through his 
junior sermons which have appeared in the 
“Reformed Church Messenger’’ regularly 


‘Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D., pastor St. 


Stephen’s Church, Reading, Pa., for 25 
years 
during the past eight years and two 


volumes of which have been published and 
have a wide circulation. His success at 
St. Stephen’s, which has the largest mem- 
bership among Reformed congregations in 
the city, and one of the largest in the de- 
nomination, and his various other activi- 
ties were commented upon, and his record 
of accomplishment along all lines was de- 
clared to be one of which he and his mem- 
bers and friends could feel proud. 

Rey. Daniel J. Wetzel, pastor of the 
First Reformed, the grandmother of St. 
Stephen’s, spoke of the life and character 
of Dr. Dickert as an asset to the life of his 
congregation and to the community. Rey. 
H. Y. Stoner, a son of St. Stephen’s con- 
gregation, spoke of Dr. Dickert’s success- 
ful and fruitful ministry at St. Stephen’s 
and of the sweet memories he cherished of 
his mother Church. Rev. Andrew H. Smith, 
of York, Pa., another son of the congrega- 
tion, is seriously ill at this time, and could 
not attend. Revs. 
McConnellsburg, Pa., and John C, Brum- 
bach, of Lykens, Pa., could not be present 
because of special services in their re- 
spective congregations and sent letters of 
congratulations to the pastor. Rev. W. 
Glase Gerhard, son of the former pastor, 
and another son of the congregation, 
passed away before Dr, Dickert’s pastorate 
at St. Stephen’s began. He was a class- 
mate of Dr. Dickert in the Theological 
‘Seminary. 

Rey. Dr. 8S. R. Bridenbaugh, for many 
years pastor of the Second Reformed, but 
now living retired near Sinking Spring, 
spoke of Dr. Dickert’s versatility and his 


William J. Lowe, of: 


love of nature. He referred to the delight- 
ful trip which he and Dr. Dickert took to 
attend the summer school at Harvard Di- 
vinity School, making the entire trip from 
New York to Boston and Cambridge by 
trolley. Rey. J. R. Humphreys, of the Be- 
rean Baptist Church, spoke of the neigh- 
borly relations with Dr. Dickert and his 
people during the nine years in which he 
has lived under the shadow of St. Ste- 
phen’s. Rev. C. F. Salkeld, pastor, of the 
Covenant M. E., in whose building St. Ste- 
phen’s Sunday School held its sessions, 
while St. Stephen’s was being rebuilt after 
the destructive fire of 1923, brought the 
greetings and congratulations of his con- 
gregation. The other two neighboring pas- 
tors, Rev. William Albert Fluck, pastor of 
St. Lnke’s Lutheran, and Rey. A. G. Flex- 
er, pastor of St. Paul’s U. C., could not be 
present on account of other engagements, 
but sent their congratulations and best 
wishes. Rev. H. S. Kehm, the new pastor 
of Zion’s Reformed, brought the greetings 
of his congregation and spoke of the work 
of Dr. Dickert as almost miraculous. Rev. 
Dr. E. L. Coblentz, pastor of the Second 
Reformed, in his aphoristie way, brought 
greetings and congratulations. Rev. Gus- 
tav R. Poetter, pastor of St. Mark’s, spoke 
of the poetical productions of Dr. Dickert 
and of his fruitful ministry at St. Ste- 
phen’s. Rev. D. B. Clark, pastor of Baus- 
man Memorial Church, Wyomissing, who 
comes from the same pastoral charge in 
which Dr. Dickert was raised, spoke of his 
early life and of his advancement in the 
ministry, especially during his pastorate 
at St. Stephen’s. Rev. F. C. Schlater, as- 
sistant pastor of Calvary Reformed, repre- 
sented that congregation on account of the 
illness of the pastor, Rev. F. K. Stamm, 
and spoke of Dr. Dickert’s interest in 
young people and children. Rev. J. M. 
Mengel, pastor of Grace (Alsace) Church, 
brought his congratulations to Dr. Dickert, 
but had to leave before the banquet on 
account of a service in» his Church. 

The other Reformed pastors of the city, 
who were absent, all had Thanksgiving or 
other services which prevented their at- 
tendance, but sent their greetings and con- 
gratulations to Dr. Dickert. The pastor, 
Rey. Charles E. Roth, Litt. D., and con- 
sistory and congregation of St. Andrew’s 
Reformed sent greetings with the seal of 
the Church attached and also sent to Dr. 
Dickert a basket of, chrysanthemums, 
which was presented to him by Daniel H. 
Hunter. The Reformed Ministerial Asso- 
ciation of Reading and vicinity, through 
the secretary, Rev. Dr. Lee M. Erdman, 
conveyed their felicitations on the happy 
occasion, saying: ‘‘It is a pleasure to me 
to assure you that your brethren and ¢o- 
laborers in the local ministry of the Re- 
formed Church extend to you their heart- 
iest congratulations on the completion of 


|| DECEMBER 15, 1927. 


a quarter century of successful and faith- 
ful service in our midst. Your consecrated 
labors have been blessed of God unto a 
rich fruitage in your own congregation 
and in the general Church, which has been 
edified by your voice and pen. Your 
works of faith and labors of love are 
known by many. Your brethren in the 
ministry know them full well. And now 
they pray that you may be permitted to- 
continue your apostolic calling many years 
and that God’s choicest blessings may con- 
tinue to abide with you and yours.’’ 

The presence of A. J. Shartle, of Boston, 
treasurer and field secretary of the Inter- 
national Christian Endeavor Society, was 
a surprise to many. He had been invited 
by telegram, but was not in Boston at the 
time. He was on his way home from a 
lecture trip to the Western States and the 
Pacific Coast, and, stopping off in Reading 
to visit his sisters and hearing of the anni- 
versary banquet, he decided to remain over 
and attend it. Mr. Shartle was quite ac- 
tive in St. Stephen’s during the early part 
of Dr. Dickert’s ministry, being ©. E, 
president, assistant superintendent of the 
Sunday School, Bible Class teacher and a 
member of the consistory. Mr. Shartle 
congratulated his pastor on the suecess of 
his ministry and spoke of the opportunity 
St. Stephen’s gave him to prepare for his 
larger field of Christian service. John D. 
Heck, superintendent of the Sunday 
School, delivered a brief address. 

After all the ministers had spoken, Mr. 
Kostenbader, in a very fitting address, 
thanked the pastor for the excellent ser- 
vices he had rendered to St. Stephen’s dur- 
ing his 25 years’ ministry and in the name 
of the congregation presented him with a 
purse of $328 as a partial expression of 
their appreciation. H. C. Wien, secretary 
of the consistory, with appropriate words, 
presented Mrs. Dickert with a basket of 
chrysanthemums, as the pastor’s silent as- 
sistant, and Mrs. Thomas Hughes, on be- 
half of the Social Cirele, presented her 
with a purse. Mrs. Dickert responded 
briefly, and Dr. Dickert expressed his deep 
gratitude for all that the congregation had 
done for him and for the many kind words 
spoken by the visiting ministers, but 
could seareely suppress his emotions be- 
cause of the honors and favors conferred 
upon him. 

One of the features which helped to 
contribute much to the joy of the anniver- 

sary services was the excellent music rend- 
ered by the organist and choirmaster, Harl 
W.-Rollman, and the members of the choir. 
Sunday evening, Mrs. Esther Rambo 
Houck, at the request of Dr. Dickert, sang 
the impressive solo, ‘‘If I Were a Voice.?”? 
Before Dr. Klein pronounced the benedic-. 
tion the pastor once more thanked all who 
had helped to make the anniversary oc- 
casion a success and a blessing. © ; 
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The Weensie Wees Have A 
Christmas Party 


By Virginia Straight, in ‘‘Normal Instruc- 
tor and Primary Plans,’’ F. A. 


Owen Pub. Co. 


The Christmas party was to be the finest 
that Tiny Town had ever had, so everyone 
said. They were going to hold it in the 
Town Hall so that every Weenie Wee could 
attend. The town had brought. the tallest 
tree from Tiny Forest, a great fir tree as 
high as a dandelion. It would be brightly 
lighted, and Jack Frost & Co., had prom- 
ised to furnish real icicles for trimming. 

A few days before Christmas, Timmee 
Too and Billee Wig were busy delivering 
Christmas greens. They stopped a moment 
to talk to Tiddle De Dee, and, of course, 
they talked about nothing except the 
party. 

‘‘There will be wonderful presents!’’ 
said Timmee Too. 

‘¢TMhe Crickety Cree orchestra of Hop- 
pety Grass Town is going to play,’’ said 
Billee Wig. 

Tiddle De Dee did not say a word, and 
there were tears in her eyes. 

‘“‘Why, what is the matter?’’ 
Billee Wig. 

At first Tiddle De Dee did not want to 
tell, but finally she explained: ‘‘ Mother 
had to go away to help Aunty, so I have 
to stay at home with my baby brother, 
Bunny Bumps. Father, you know, is a 
conductor on the Tiny Town train and has 
to work evenings.’’ 

‘¢Perhaps someone else would stay with 
the baby,’’ Timmiee Too suggested. 

“‘T promised Mother that I would not 
leave Bunny Bumps,’’ Tiddle De Dee re- 
plied. , 

“‘T am sorry for Tiddle De Dee,’’ said 
Billee Wig, as they were going home. 

The two Weensie Wees did not speak 
for some time. Then Billee Wig said, ‘‘I 
have a big idea!’’ He whispered some- 
thing in Timmee To00’s ear. 

That very day Billee Wig went to Mayor 
Miteyman and told his plan. 

“Tt has never been done,’’ said the 
Mayor, looking very solemn. 

‘¢However,’’? Mrs. Miteyman _ asked, 
‘Why not try it? Every Weensie Wee 
should be glad to do another a good turn.’’ 

‘‘Very well,’’? answered Mayor Mitey- 
man. 

So on Christmas Eve, as Tiddle De Dee 
was putting Bunny Bumps to bed, she 
heard merry music. She ran to the win- 
dow and opened it. A beautiful Christmas 
tree as tall as a dandelion! It sparkled 
with lights and icicles. Queerly shaped 
bundles hung from the limbs; others were 
heaped at the foot of the tree. ; 

In the ring of young Weensie Wees skip- 
ping about the tree to the strains of the 
Crickety Cree orchestra, Tiddle De Dee 
saw all of her little friends. Every few 
minutes a sleigh drove up with more Ween- 
sie Wees. A plump little man, with a long 
white beard, the collar of his fur coat 
turned up, and his fur cap pulled down 
over his ears, began to hand out the pack- 
ages. 

Tiddle De Dee’s name was called oftener 
than any other. Billee Wig was kept busy 
carrying packages to the window where 
she stood, wrapped in a mullein leaf 
. blanket. Each Weensie Wee received at 
J least one present and some candy. 


asked 


Home and Young Folks 


‘‘Tt was the best Christmas tree party 
that Tiny Town has ever had,’’ declared 
every Weensie Wee. 


“‘Tf we work upon marble, it will perish; 
if we work upon brass, time will efface it; 
if we rear temples, they will crumble into 
dust; but if we work upon immortal souls, 
if we imbue them with principle, with a 
just fear of God and a love of our fellow- 
men, we engrave upon those tablets some- 
thing that will brighten to all eternity.’’ 
—Webster. 


CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
Harry Troupe Brewer 


Go now, dear friends where’er you will, 
The atmosphere’s the same; ; 
You meet a friend, he smiles at you 
And verily speaks your name, 


That same glad smile is not confined 
To the friends you chance to meet, 
It seems to light the stranger’s face 
You see upon the streét. 


There’s something sweet in Christmas 
That helps us all to smile, 

It puts a spirit in us too, 

To do a deed worth while. 


And now’s the time of all the year 
A good deed should be done, 

One that’ll chase the clouds away 
And let shine in God’s sun. 


Hagerstown, Maryland. 


**You look blue, old man.’’ 

‘““Ves, I’ve just been done out of $500 
in a curb stock.’’ 

““Then I must be color-blind. It’s green 
you are.’’—Boston Transcript. 


In a Sunday School situated in one of 
the suburbs there was a slight disturbance 
one day. among the smaller pupils. 

A small boy had slapped a little girl. 
The teacher was quick to rebuke the 
youngster, 

“‘Jaeckson,’’ she said, ‘‘no: gentleman 
would strike a lady.’’ 

The boy was all ready with his reply. 
It was: ‘‘Well, no lady would tickle a 
gentleman.’’ 


THE FABLE OF THE BLUEBIRD 


Always the bluebird has been symbolic 
of happiness, and it seems from the first 
this trait has dominated his character, at 
least so legend tells us. Away back, once 
upon a time when a great flood covered 
the earth, all the land birds huddled to- 
gether in a little boat twittering to each 
other of a bright day to come. Even 
when the storm failed to abate and the 
birds were cold, the bluebird led them in 
the twitter of a bright tomorrow. They 
were not disappointed either, for the next 
day a single ray of sunshine appeared 
through a crack in the cabin house of the 
boat. Bluebird had always been on the 
lookout for stray bits of sunshine, so he 
quickly sprang to the spot which was just 
big enough for his two feet. Then, when 
the clouds covered the sun once more, it 
was found the stray bit of sunshine on 
which Bluebird had hopped, remained on 
the soles of his feet. Thus, even his feet 
are shod with sunshine and happiness. 

He needed a coat, too, so when the 
storm had spent itself, Bluebird was the 
first to go out, flying straight toward 
Heaven, singing as he went. The blue sky 


did not even prove a barrier to him, for he 
pushed his way through, rubbing the tint 
of the sky right into his uncolored feath- 
ers, Which had grown in a flash when he 
left the boat, and so he wears his coat of 
happiness. His mate followed through the 
hole he had made, but, of course, did not 
get as much blue as her lord, most of the 
color being rubbed off on his coat. Ever 
since the first flight of the Bluebird, some- 
where the sun has shone through the rift 
he made in the sky and he carries hope of 
spring and happiness in his wake. 


‘Mrs. Jones: 
pany?’’ 

Mrs, Murphy: ‘‘Yes, mum; both ways.’” 

Mrs. Jones: ‘‘Both ways?’ 

Mrs. Murphy: ‘‘Yes; so they’ll come 
again, and so they’ll stay away.’’ 


‘fAnd can you serve com- 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D.. 


PREPARATION FOR CHRIST’S BIRTH 


Text, Galatians 4:4, ‘‘But when the ful- 
ness of the time came, God sent forth His 
Son.’’ 


The birth of Christ, which we celebrate: 
on Christmas, was no accident, but was 
the fulfillment of many promises and 
prophecies runnning through the whole Old 
Testament. It took place at the right time 
and the best time, in the world’s history. 
God makes no mistakes, but does every- 
thing right and at the right time. 

St. Paul, therefore utters a great truth 
when he says: ‘‘But when the fulness of 
the time came, God sent forth His Son, born 
of a woman, born under the law, that He 
might redeem them that were under the 
law, we might receive the adoption of 
sons.’’ : 

God might have sent His Son into the 
world sooner if everything had been ready 
for His coming, and He might have chosen 
some woman other than Mary to be His. 
mother if everthing else had been favor- 
able. But, as it was, He chose the right 
time and the right woman for the birth 
of His Son into the world. 

When we look deeply into the matter we 
find that the fulness of the time had come 
not only in only one respect, but in many 
respects, yea, in all respects, for the birth 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

I shall not be able to mention all the 
details of the preparation for His birth 
fully, but I can refer to the most import- 
ant ones in such a way as to show you 
that I am fully convinced of the truth and 
correctnes of St. Paul’s statement. 

The birth of Christ was ‘‘the one far-off 
divine event toward which the whole ere- 
aiton moved,’’ as the poet puts it. It was 
an event which could only take place when 
all things were ready. And when they 
were ready, He came. 


To begin with the outward preparation, 
Christ was born in the most remarkable 
period of the world’s history so far as 
world-empire is econeerned, The Roman 
government had spread over: the whole 
then known world, and had bound together 
into one great empire all the nations of the 
world so that it might be called a world- 
empire. In one of the smaller provinces 
of this great Roman empire, in Bethlehem 
of Judea, Christ was born nineteen and a 
quarter centuries ago. 


22 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


| DECEMBER 15, 1927. 


Palestine was near enough to Rome to 
be under its rule and protection, and yet 
far enough from the seat of the em- 
pire that the religion of Christ could gain 
a good footing before there would be any 
interference from the imperial city. 


Roman roads were built all over the em- 
pire and Roman ships went to all parts of 
the known world, preparing the way for 
the messengers of Christ to carry His gos- 
pel to the whole world, and to make disci- 
ples of all the nations. 


Christ, the Prince of Peace, was born at 
-a time when the whole world was at peace. 
The gates of the temple of James, the god 
of war, which were always open when war- 
fare was going on in any part of the em- 
pire, were closed when Christ was born. 
Some one has beautifully said: ‘‘The tem- 
ple of James closed its doors that the 
Church of Jesus might throw open its 
gates.’’? There was nothing to oppose the 
messengers of the gospel as they went 
forth on their world-saving mission. 


Another great preparation for the spread 
of the gospel of Christ and the preaching 
of glad tidings to the whole world was the 
Greek language, in which the New Testa- 
ment books were written, and which was 
more widely spoken and understood than 
any other language. And I read recently 
that the Greek used in writing the books 
of the New Testament was the Greek 
‘spoken at the time by the common people. 
It took a long time for the Greek language 
+o become the most perfect language the 
world then knew, and to the beautiful ves- 
-sel in which the gospel of Christ was car- 
ried to the world. But when Christ was 
born the language was ready to be used 
by Him and His disciples. 

The world was never in greater need of 
-a Saviour than at the time when Christ 
‘was born. The Gentile nations were pass- 
ing through a period of spiritual darkness 
which their religions could not release. The 
condition of the heathen world was deplor- 
able, and their philosophy and their re- 
ligion were powerless to help them. Into 
this darkness shone the star which guided 
the Gentile kings of the orient to the feet 
of the new-born Christ-child, and they 
were the first among the heathen nations 
to do Him homage and to bring Him gifts 
of gold and frankincense and myrrh. 


But whence came this knowledge of the 
King of the Jews which led the Magi to 
His birthplace? This leads us to think of 
another important element in the prepara- 
tion of the world for the birth of Christ. 
‘The Jewish people were seattered all over 
the known world, and wherever they went 
they carried with them the prophecies of 
the Old Testament concerning the coming 
Messiah and the hope which they cherished 
eoncerning His advent. Wherever they 
went, they influenced the Gentiles with 
their teachings and their hope of the com- 
ing Saviour became contagious. From all 
classes of society, including kings and 
queens, were drawn those who believed in 
the God of Israel and who waited for the 
coming of the King. These proselytes to 
the Jewish faith and other friends of 
Israel became the fertile soil which helped 
the seed of the Gospel of Christ to spread 
‘so rapidly during the first century of Chris- 
tianity. 


In these and other ways the world was 
prepared for the coming’ of the Christ, who 
was sent forth by God in the fulness of 
time. To this preparation the Roman em- 
pire contributed a powerful government 
with itstaws and roads and commerce; the 
Greek world contributed its perfect 
language and its civilization; the Hebrew 
people contributed their prophecies and 
their hopes of the coming Messiah and 
their strong faith in the one true God, Who 
-so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
-on Him should not perish, but have eternal 
ilife. 


Christ came into the world in the ful- 
ness of time, when the world was prepared 
to receive Him. He comes day by day into 
the hearts and lives that are prepared to 
receive Him. Has He come into your 
heart? Is He enthroned in your life? Is 
He now your King and your Saviour? Will 
you join me in a little prayer-hymn, which 
I wrote a few years ago, and show Him 
that your heart and life are prepared to 
receive Him, by saying: 


I give Thee room: 

Oh, come, dear Jesus, be Thou born 
Within my heart; and let my breast 
Become the manger for Thy rest. 

Make ev’ry morn a Christmas morn! 


I give Thee room: 
For me let angel voices sing 
The Christmas songs the 
heard; 
By such glad tidings I’ll be stirred 
To do like homage to my King. 


shepherds 


I give Thee room: 

I bring the gifts the wise men brought; 
My gold and frankincense and myrrh 
Shall be the kind Thou dost prefer— 

The virtues by Thy Spirit wrought. 


I give Thee room: 
And may’st Thou here the refuge find 
Which Egypt offered long ago: 
A hiding place from ev’ry foe, 
A welcome both sincere and kind. 


I give Thee room: 

Make Thou my heart Thy temple fair, 
Where words of wisdom shall be giv’n 
That turn the soul from earth to heav’n. 

Reveal to me Thy treasures rare. 


I give Thee room: 
The upper room—where at Thy feet 
Life’s holy lesson I would learn, 
In words that make the heart to burn: 
A message I would fain repeat. 


I give Thee room: 

Oh come, dear Lord, with me abide! 
And nevermore from me depart! 
Abide with me; indwell my heart; 

And make my life one Christmastide! 


THE BETTER THINGS 


’Tis better to speak kindly words, 
’Tis better to do kindly deeds, 
’Tis better to know 
That the seed you may sow 
Will blossom as flowers, not weeds. 


Bible Thought This Week 


KINGDOM IS WITHIN:— 

Neither shall they say, Lo 
here! or, lo there! for, behold the king- 
dom of God is within you.—Luke 17:21. 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 


Christmas-time is whisperin’-time—the 
time for secrets—the time for hiding 
mother’s gift and daddy’s, and grand- 
father’s and grandmother’s gifts, too, and 
teacher’s. And Oh! the Christmas cards 
we buy with money we’ve earned our very 
own selves, and Christmas seals, too, And 
while you’re whisperin’, your Birthday 
Lady wants to whisper somethin’ in your 
ear,—somethin’ ’bout gifts,—Christmas 
gifts for others,—gifts of dolls and toys, of 
carpenter tools, of nuts and popcorn and 
pretzels, of cookies and candies—gifts of 
books, gifts of Victrola records, gifts of a 
whole year of the magazine YOU like best 
—gifts for our orphans—gifts for the 70 
boys and girls (aged 5 to 19) at our Winne- 
bago Indian Sehool, Neillsville, Wisconsin 
—gifts for the Jewish, negro, mulatto, Cu- 


+. 
‘4 


High. 


‘of answer, 


ban, Indian, Polish, Russian, German, Irish 
and American boys and girls at our Bethel 
Reformed Community Center, 1914 South 
Sixth Street, Philadelphia. Why! Your 
Birthday Lady even wishes that there’d be 
stockings big enough at our Bethany Or- 
phans’ Home, at Womelsdorf, to hold a 
silver roan horse to match ‘‘Duke,’’ the 
horse the boys like best; and others big 
enought to hold a Victrola, and a piano; 
and furniture for Bethel and all sorts of 
big things for our Black Deer, Hopinkah, 
White Rabbit and Little Bear boys and 
girls out Neillsville, Wisconsin way! 

‘Christmas Gifts for others’’ greetings 
to each and every one of my Birthday Club 
boys and girls who, ’specially at whisperin’ 
time, know full well that ‘‘The give man 
is happier than the receive man.’’—And 
in the words of Tiny Tim: ‘‘GOD BLESS 
US, EVERY ONE!’’ 


The Christmas Pudding Stick 


Rose Brooks 

‘‘What is a pudding stick, anyway?’’ 
Mother shot her surprising question into 
the acrimonious discussion that would 
persist at the breakfast table that morning. 
David was insisting that small Jimsy had 
willfully mislaid his hockey stick and that 
it must be found, willy-nilly, in time for 
hockey practice that morning. Small 
Jimsy was insisting with equal heat that 
big brothers were tyrants who always laid 
their own shortcomings on smaller shoul- 
ders. Betty was languidly toying with 
cereal at the same time she reminded 
Alicia, not so languidly, that girls in col- 
lege (Betty had been a freshman in her 


home town college just three months) had ~ 


scant time for allotted housework jobs as 
compared with little girls still in 


‘(Why can’t Alicia have the care of our 
room and give me more time?’’ Betty’s 
had been the question which drew, instead 
Mother’s amazing counter- 
question. 

Mr. Martin, silent, hurried, harassed, 
raised comprehending blue eyes which un- 
expectedly twinkled, and said: 

‘¢ Anybody in this house, lately, ought 
to know what a pudding stick is! All 
I’d like to say is, everybody in this house 
would get on twice as well if the pudding- 
stick idea were abandoned. Isn’t there 


Junior — 


supposed to be something peaceful about — 


this season of the year, something reall 
Christmasy—’? 

‘‘Well, hockey’s hockey—’’ grumbled 
David. Z 

“And history is history and needs hours 
of cramming,’’ murmured Betty. 

“‘T did not take your old hockey stick! ’’ 
sputtered Jimsy. 

‘<T will not do your share of our room 
and mine, too,’’ exploded Alicia. 

“‘T see,’’? said Father wearily. ‘‘Same 
old pudding stick. Here to stay, I take 
it.?’? He rose to go. 

‘‘Wait a minute!’’ . Mother smiled at 
him. 
to stay. I’m tired of it, too. I’m going 
to get a new one this very day. The chil- 
dren will like it better than the old one, 
too, once they know about it.’’ eae 

David and Betty exchanged looks of ire. 
Would Mother never cease to class them 
all four, as ‘‘the children??? 

‘*Seatter, everybody!’ 1 
Mother lightly. ‘‘And aecept my i 
tion to meet me and my new pudding 
this evening in the kitchen, immed 
the dinner dishes are finished.’? 

‘“«Two weeks to Christmas,’? 
Mother to herself as, two hours 
house tidy for the day, she sai 
the sunny kitchen and arrayed } 
cookbooks before her. ‘‘It 
the best Christmas pudding 1 


‘(The same old pudding stick is not 
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make.’’ She smiled happily as she turned 
pages and compared books. ‘‘Let me see: 
Tasins, citron, nuts, suet, orange rind; 
yes, I do believe I have the whole bag of 
tricks. Haven’t I been accumulating ’em 
for weeks?’’ She fell to work, and a 
chopping-bowl tattoo accompanied her 
thoughts. So much they had, ran her 
thoughts. Even though money losses had 
been heavy, there was enough to see them 
. through this tight place, if only Father 
wouldn’t worry so; if only the children 
could be made to see they must all con- 
sider him, consider each other, and laugh 
at money misfortune since they were all 
well, with their own dear roof securely 
over their heads. But how make children 
realize anything, really? 

“‘How indeed? How indeed? How in- 
deed?’’ echoed the busy chopping bowl. 

**Don’t you ask me back the same ques- 
tion! ’’ laughed Mother, spooning the chop- 
ped mixture into a huge yellow mixing 
bowl. ‘‘I want someone to answer ques- 
tions, not ask ’em!’? 

At six o’clock the six Martins sat around 
their pleasant dinner table. 

““David found his old hockey stick in 
his locker, Father.’’ Jimsy set the ball 
rolling. 

‘¢Well, I told you I did, didn’t I?’’ 
David glared at his small brother. 

‘Betty left all the dusting for me, and 
I wouldn’t do it; and she brought some 
of the girls home and took ’em up to our 
room and she’s mad and won’t speak to 
me just because I wrote ‘Lazybones’ in 
the dust on her bureau and—’’ 

‘‘Same old pudding stick,’’ groaned 
Father. 

‘‘Tts last appearance,’’? Mother assured 
him cheerfully. ‘‘There’s a brand-new one 
in the kitchen.’’ ; 

“T’m going over to Tom’s a minute, 
Mother,’’ said David, dinner over. 

‘‘T’m going down to the library just a 
minute, Mother,’’ said Betty. 

‘‘No, my children,’’ was Mother’s se- 
rene but firm reply. ‘‘Nobody’s going any- 
where this evening except into the kitchen. 
We’ll all do the dishes together except 
Father, who’s to toast his toes and read 
the paper before the living-room fire. 
We’ll call him when we’re ready.’’ She 
shooed him toward his favorite respite of 
the day. . 

Dishes clattered, voices gradually 

changed from tones of heated argument to 
tones of human conversation, until finally 
Father realized vaguely that the kitchen 
was surprisingly quiet. What could 
Mother be saying to that mettlesome quar- 
tette? Talking she certainly was. Father 
could hear her voice going steadily on 
after the others had dropped out. Pleasant 
while it lasted, anyway. Why did these 
eternal discussions have to go on, morning 
till night? Noon, too, Father thought 
whimsically, only mercifully he was spared 
the noon ones. Of course they’d outgrow 
it—best youngsters in the world at heart. 
How did Mother keep her unbroken se- 
renity on such stormy seas? Father was 
on the blissful edge of a doze when he 
opened his eyes to see his four children 
standing quietly by his chair. 

‘“Come, Father, and meet Mother’s new 
pudding stick,’’ said David so pleasantly 
that Father did no more than stare. 

‘‘Not the old one. It’s a brand-new 
one,’’ Betty assured him. 

Was this a dream? Father wondered. 
This was exactly the peaceful, pleasant 
way he dreamed of having his family con- 
duct itself, but— 

‘Come on, Father! Come on! Mother’s 

waiting!’’ Jimsy and Alicia, tugging one 
at each hand, brought him to life. 
In the kitchen, Mother was sniffing de- 
lightedly at the dark contents of a huge 
yellow mixing bowl. ‘‘Mr. Martin,’’ she 
eted him gayly, ‘‘let me introduce you 
our Christmas Pudding.’’ 


Father made the bow of a courtier. 
“*Glad as I am to meet you, Mr. Pud- 
ding,’’ said he without a twinkle, ‘‘I feel 
bound to tell you that my real errand is to 
meet your friend and kinsman, Mr. Pud- 
ding Stick.’ 

‘*Here he is, then!’’ shouted Jimsy, who 
adored Father at play. ‘‘Mr. Brand New 
Pudding Spoon Stick!’’ Grave as Father 
himself, he presented a huge and shining 
kitchen spoon. 

‘*There could be no more welcome guest 
in my house,’’ said Father, grasping it by 
the handle. ‘‘Though I hope you are not 
merely a fleeting guest? I hope you will 
consider becoming an honored member of 
the family.’? 

“You wait and see!’’ advised Alicia, 
breathless with excitement, ‘‘You tell 
him, Mother.’’ 

““We’ll tell him ourselves,’’ said David 
so unexpectedly that it was Mother’s turn 
to stare. ‘‘High time we did, too. Mother 
has been telling us about an old English 
custom of making the Christmas pudding. 
I don’t mean the recipe. Mother knows 
all about recipes,’’? he stumbled on, point- 
ing to the contents of the bowl. ‘‘I mean 
the whole family makes it, gives it a stir 
apiece—’? 

“‘Let each tell-a little bit.’? Betty came 
to his assistance so deftly that David 
actually gave her a brotherly smile. 

““Mother says it was a solemn family 
ceremony, making the family Christmas 
pudding in England. Each member of the 
family took the spoon in turn—’’ 

“*Don’t forget the wish!’’ piped Jimsy 
and Alicia in one voice. 

“*And each made a wish as he stirred.’’ 

‘And the wishes came true!’’ sang 
Alicia. 

‘‘And the magic of Christmas, and doing 
it all together, as a family should, made 
the wishes come true.’’ Mother could not 
believe her two ears. Could it be Betty 
thus speaking? 

‘*Mother got everything ready, way she 
gets everything ready. It’s up to us to 
stir it the right way, isn’t it, Mums? 
Guess ‘we children’ have been stirring the 
wrong way about as hard as we could.’’ 
David gave Betty a grin over the ‘‘we 
children,’’?’ gave Mother a long-omitted 
hug, and handed the giant spoon to Father, 
who was by this time far too astonished 
to do more than gape at Mother, who, in 
turn, was too dumfounded to do more 
than murmur: 

‘‘Christmas magic! That pudding must 
be bewitched if it can make two of my 
children grow up like mushrooms.’’ 

‘¢Give it a stir, Father!’’ admonished 
Jimsy with a gentle prod. ‘‘Give it a 
stir! And wish your wish! ’’ 

“T’ll give it a stir with might and 
main,’’ said Father, coming electrically to 
life. ‘‘I wish Mr. Magic Pudding Spoon 
Stick may never vanish from our family! 
Here you are, Mother! Stir! Wish!’’ 

‘TJ wish every mother had such a darl- 
ing family as mine,’’ said Mother instant- 
ly, stirring till her cheeks were pink. 
“‘Now, David! ’’ 

‘“T wish ‘we children’ had sense enough 
to be as decent to Mother and Father as 
they are to us!’’ David looked sheepish, 
but spoke manfully. ‘‘Betty, here you 
are.’? 

‘¢T wish the stirs we are putting in may 
make the pudding as rich as all the good 
things Mother has put in—that our wishes 
may improve by keeping, as good Christ- 
mas puddings improve by keeping.’’ 

‘*My dear!’’ breathed Mother, aghast 
at the feminine insight of this young per- 
son, almost a lovely stranger. ‘‘I’d rather 
hear that than anything you could ever 
learn at college! ’’ 

‘College! Poof!’’ Betty dismissed so 
trivial a subject with the lightness of 
thistledown. ‘‘Now then, Jimsy, how’s 
your muscle for stirring?’’ 


“‘T wish—’’ said Jimsy hardly above a 
whisper. ‘‘Does it have to be true? I 
wish—’’ he went on hurriedly, not wait- 
ing for an answer, ‘‘I’d be like David 
when I’m big.’’ With the last word he 
bent his head low over the pudding bowl 
to hide his dire confusion, 

““Me!’’ David was bowled over. ‘‘ After 
the way I’ve razzed—’’ 

‘*Oh, well!’’ Jimsy’s 
again normally belligerent. 
I see the other big boys—’’ 

“*Alicia’s stir!’? Mother, with shining 
eyes, gently took the spoon out of Jimsy’s 
little brown fist. ‘‘The pudding’s getting 
so stiff, somebody ’ll have to help.’’ 

‘‘T ean, myself! I want to see the 
spoon stand up by itself. Oh, you didn’t 
hear Mother tell it,’’? said Alicia, in an- 
swer to a wondering question from Father. 

“*No,’’ he said, ‘‘I didn’t hear Mother 
tell it. I’d give a good deal to have heard 
just what Mother did tell, while I dozed 
by the fire. Centuries ago that was, 
wasn’t it???’ 

““Why, no,’’ said Alicia. ‘‘It wasn’t 
more’n an hour ago. Mother said the last 
one to stir had to make the batter stiff 
enough for the spoon to stand up alone in 
irae 

“*Tt seems to me that others of the 
family beside Mr. Pudding Spoon are sud- 
denly standing on their own feet without 
assistance,’’ said Father. 

“‘Are they?’’? said Alicia pleasantly, 
though without in the least knowing what 
Father meant. ‘‘You let me make my 
wish now, Father. Everybody has wished 
but me,’’ she went on shyly. ‘‘I’m going 
to wish something just for me. Nobody 
else has.’’ Looking round, she found her 
family smiling fondly at her. ‘‘I wish, 
when I grow up, I’ll make as good Christ- 
mas puddings as Mother.’’ 

The shout of hilarity that greeted her 
set her lips a-quiver. 

“*Here! That’s the best wish of all!’’ 
David sprang to her side and helped give 
the final stir that left the spoon standing 
firmly upright. ‘‘Look at the spoon! It 
says your wish is coming true! ’’ 

‘““When it does come true’’—Betty’s 
arm was round her—‘‘you’ll find by mak- 
ing the best Christmas puddings in the 
world, you’ve made heaps of other good 
things besides! ’’ 

“‘T know what you’ve all made for me 
tonight,’’ said Father. ‘‘You’ve made a 
Merry Christmas that’ll warm my heart 
the whole year through.’’ 

*¢Tt’s all in the way you stir,’’ said 
Mother joyously. 

“*Tt’s all in the way Mother swapped 
Pudding Sticks,’’ said David. ‘‘Hurrah 
for the new one, I say!’’ 

[All rights reserved] 


voice sounded 
‘Guess when 


THE COMMON THINGS 


I have a cup of common clay, 

And from its depths I drink each day 
The water of a living dream 

Drawn from a bright and nameless stream. 


I have a cloak of common stuff; 

A faded thing, and coarse and rough; 
But we have weathered night and storm 
And kept a heart serene and warm. 


And with my staff of common wood, 
A happy pilgrim, I have stood 

Beside the temple all day long 

And bought contentment with a song. 


I go upon a common way, 

And every night and every day 

Is full of common peace, and pain, 
And dew and stars, and dust and rain. 


And when I die a common death, 

And close my eyes and yield my breath, 
Let me lie down in common earth, 

Where all green growing things have birth 


—Barbara Young, in 
the New York ‘‘Times.’’ 
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When Sunday Comes 
BY JOHN ANDREW HOLMES 
Facts, which form the body of 
the scholar’s lecture, are only the 
dress of the preacher’s sermon, and 
many a good sermon has appeared 
in a ragged gown. 


Someone asked us if a chicken can be 


shoo’d. Well, now let’s see. Nope, only 
thing I ever heard of being shoo’d was a 
horse! 


A PRAYER FOR CHILDREN 
Our Father God, to Thee I pray; 
Please guide my life from day to day. 
Please keep me strong, and good, and wise, 
All kinds of bad make me despise. Amen, 
—The Living Church. 


A man can walk a mile without moving 
more than two feet.—Ex. 


The Pastor Says: The principal require- 
ments. for securing an education are simp- 
ly time and inelination. 


Family Altar Column 


By Dr. Frank Grether 
December 19-25. 


Thought: God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son. 

Hymn: ‘‘It Came Upon the Midnight 
Clear.’’ 


December 19—The Prince of 
Peace. Isaiah 11:1-10. 


The rod of the stem of Jesse, the root 
of Jesse which shall stand for an ensign 
of all people, is Jesus. He inherited, and 
in Him was fulfilled, the promise of eternal 
kingship given to David, the Son of Jesse. 
To Him the Gentiles shall flock. Under 
His happy reign the most savage shall be- 
come tame, the most cruel, kind; and they 
shall dwell together in brotherhood and 
peace. He is the ensign leading to the 
city of God. The Child in the manger has 
filled the worlld with happiness. The Man 
of Galilee, the Saviour on the cross, the 
King of Glory—HE is the Prince of Peace. 

Prayer: We are waiting, Lord, we are 
still waiting for the complete fulfillment 
of Thy promise and the glad consummation 
of Thy Kingdom. Usher in, we fervently 
beseech Thee, thé years of peace. Thy 
Kingdom come. Reign over us with the 
golden scepter of righteousness and peace. 
Draw us, Lord, draw all the children of 
men ever nearer to THEE, Amen. 


Monday, 


Tuesday, December 20—The Name JESUS. 
Matthew 1:18-25. 

‘«Thou shalt call His name Jesus,’’ said 
the angel appearing to Joseph in a dream, 
‘<for He shall save His people from their 
sins.’?? To Mary Gabriel spake, Thou shalt 
bring forth a son and call His name Jesus. 
A name above every name, says St. Paul. 
None other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved, 
says St. Peter. 
gospel, he tells us, That believing, we 
might have eternal life through His name. 
Jesus méans Saviour. He shall save His 
people. He is the Saviour of the world: 
He is our Saviour. O most glorious name, 
fountain of all our hope and consolation! 

Prayer: O blessed Jesus, with all Thy 
saints in every place we call upon Thy 
name. To Thee, our Father who art in 
heaven, we proffer our petitions in the 
name of Jesus. He is the Mediator be- 
tween us and Thee, and He has promised 


And St. John wrote his. 


that Thou wilt give us whatsoever we shall 
ask in His name. O Holy Spirit, Thou 
Spirit of adoption, through the merits of 
the Son of God, Thou bearest witness with 
our spirit, that we are sons of God. For 
the forgiveness of our sins, for the spirit 
of adoption, for the assurance of salvation, 
we praise and adore Thee, the Triune God. 
To Thee be honor, domination and glory, 
to Thee our love and obedience now and 
forever. Amen. 


Wednesday, December 21—The Birth of 
Jesus. Luke 2:1-7. 

Firmer than the rock-ribbed mountains, 
surer than the rising of the sun are the 
promises of God. He brings them to pass. 
The census of Augustus brought the vir- 
gin to Bethlehem where the Saviour was 
to be born. Here in the country of the 
shepherds was born our good Shepherd. 
Here in Bethlehem, which means House of 
Bread, and where Ruth gleaned her wheat 
and barley in the fields of Boaz, lowly in 
a manger He lay who is the Bread of Life. 
In the city of David no room for the son 
of David—save in a manger. How the 
pride of the mighty is humbled, how the 
confidence of the lowly is raised by this, 
the greatest event in the world! 

Prayer: We render thanks to Thee, our 
Father, who art in heaven, for the gift 
of Thy Son. Never shall we be able to 
comprehend the height or to fathom the 


depth of Thy love as revealed in the birth ° 


of Thy Son, our Saviour, Help us in all 
humility to become as little children: to 
open our hearts and stretch forth our 
hands for the tokens of Thy love. We 
can never repay Thee, we can only rejoice 
and sing. Accept our gladness as a thank- 
offering to Thee. Amen. 


December 22—The Heavenly 
Chorus. Luke 2:8-20. 
shepherds were watching their 


Thursday, 


The 


flocks in the darkness and silence of the : 


night. The glory of the Lord appeared. 
Trembling with fear, they saw the angel 
of the Lord and heard his voice: Fear not. 
I bring you good tidings of great. joy. 
Unto you is born this day a Saviour. Then 
music and singing. No wonder the angels, 
who desired to look into the mysteries of 
redemption, broke forth into song. The 
King of Glory in swaddling clothes im a 
manger—not even heaven could offer a 
spectacle so wonderful. The shepherds 
went to see and told their experience. 
Mary kept all these things and pondered 
them in her heart. And we? 

Prayer: We thank Thee, O God, for 
Thy good will toward us. Oh, remove all 
fear from our hearts, and fill them with 
Thy peace. Our mouth is filled _ with 
laughter, and our tongue with singing, O 
King of Glory, when we think of Thy 
humble birth and the great salvation. 
Thou hast: put light and musie into our 
lives. Oh, bring us more and more into 
harmony with Thee, that Thy will may be 
done on earth as it is in heaven! ‘‘Glory 
to God on the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men!’’ Amen. 


Friday, December 23—The Visit of the 
Wise Men. Matthew 2:1-12. 
..As the shepherds watched their sheep, 
the wise men studied the stars. In the line 
of their vocation God revealed to them 
the birth, so long foretold, of the King 
of the Jews. They came to find Him and 
to worship. They inquired after Him in 
the ‘‘city of the great king.’’ Not there, 
ye Gentile astrologers, not in a palace and 
surrounded by gold-laced liveries will ye 
find this king? Herod was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with him, and well they 
might be. The Scepter of Judah would 
shatter the scepter of Edom, and the true- 
born King would bring to judgment the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. The King of 
the Jews is also the Saviour of the world: 


a 


HIM Gentile and Jew must acknowledge 
and adore. Let us acknowledge and adore 
Him, let us lay our gifts at His feet; yea, 
let us worship in the beauty of holiness. 

Prayer: May our faith be as gold, may 
our prayers be as incense, may sincere 
tears of repentance be as myrrh unto Thee, 
our Sacrifice, our great High Priest, our 
King. We acknowledge Thee to be our 
Lord. Accept what we can offer Thee, con- 
trite, but thankful hearts. Guide us on 
our pilgrimage here below, till our faith . 
shall turn into sight, our tears into joy, 
and our penitential prayers into hallelu- 
jahs in the city of God. Amen, 


Saturday, December 24—The Song of 
Zacharias. Luke 1:68-79. 


Here we have the confession of a priest 
sound in the faith. He remembered and 
fostered in his heart the promises which 
God had given to the fathers by all the 
prophets from the beginning. He remem- 
bered the oath of the covenant made by 
Jehovah with His people. He knew that 
God was about to visit and redeem His 
people, and to raise up a Horn of Salvation 
in the House of David. The mighty Mes- 
siah was coming to save His people from 
their enemies. His song is a national 
hymn. Zacharias was body and soul in 
the ancient covenant; but now, on the 
golden hinges of the promises of Jehovah, 
that covenant was swinging around into 
the New Covenant (Jer. 31:31; Hebr. 8:8). | 
The son Zacharias held in his arms was 
the last prophet, the evening star of Israel; 
but he was also the morning star that 
heralded the rising of the dayspring from 
on high. 

Prayer: O Lord, we thank Thee for the 
light of the better day. Give light, we 
beseech Thee, and continue to give light 
to them that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide their feet into 
the way of peace. ‘Give Knowledge of sal- 
vation to Israel and to all the nations by 
the remission of their sins. Grant that we 
may serve Thee without fear in holiness 
and righteousness all the days of our life. 
Fill us with zeal for the honor of Thy 
name that we may be bold to confess Thee 
before men, and to declare Thy name unto 
our brethren. Amen. 


Sunday, December 25, Christmas—The 
Glorious Rule of the Prince of 


Peace. Isaiah 9:1-7. 

Beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the na- 
tions, was the highway of the sea, on 
which the armies of the nations marched 
back and forth with fire and sword, with 
confused noise and garments rolled in blood, 
to their cruel wars. How dark, how full 
of despair the country through which such 
a road passes! But those northern pro- 
vinees were to see a great light. ‘‘For | 
unto us a child is born, unto us a SON 
given: and His name shall be called W 
derful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, THE PRINCE 
PEACE.’’ When the gospel of Jesus 
has permeated the hearts of men, and 
nations of the earth, then they shall be 
their swords into plowshares, their sp 
into pruning hooks, and invite one ano 
under the vine and the figtree. ain 

Prayer: O Prince of Peace, fill 
hearts with love for our fellowman, 
make wars to cease to the ends 
earth. Use us, we entreat Thee, 
sengers of peace. Make us willin 
or to give generously of our ~ 
that others may go to proclaim t 
tidings of salvation to all the w 
hearts are so full of joy in tl 
Christmas season, that we wo 
men share this joy. As we 
those who still. walk in dar 
see the great light that 
from the Manger and the ( 
Thy kingdom, O Prince of 
uttermost parts of the earth 
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TWO BIRDS IN TUNE 
By Amos R. Wells 


Two birds ring out from the top of a tree 
In the heart of a summer day, 

And the same bright message they bring 

to me, 

Though each in a different way. 

For one is staccato and sharp and plain 
As he flickers here and there, 

And the other one rolls a waving strain 
That laughs to the laughing air. 

But whichever bird may be singing out 
So clearly above the rest, 

‘The tumbling laugh or the whistle stout, 
I like that song the best. 


‘One bird is dashing with orange and black, 
A bold and decisive soul, 

With a song clear-cut as a rifle’s crack; 
And he is the oriole. 

The other bird wears a breast of rose, 
Most marvelous color of June; 

“The grosbeak, jolly from head to toes, 
With a swinging and rollicking tune. 

‘But the same dear message comes to me 
From orange or rosy breast; 

And whichever bright rascal I chance to 

see, 

I like that bird the best. 


—The Youth’s Companion. 


News in Brief 


(Continued from earlier pages) 


We have read with no little interest, the 
-artistic little information booklet of 32 
pages, with cover, issued in the interests 
-of Heidelberg College, Tiffin, O. In addi- 
tion to a very satisfying statement con- 
cerning the purposes and activities of 
SHeidelberg, there are a number of excel- 
lent illustrations of unusual interest. 

Elder Milton Warner, Treasurer of the 
»General Synod, and long time reader of 
the ‘‘Messenger, says: ‘‘I do not under- 
stand how any layman in the Reformed 
«Church ean serve his Church intelligently, 
especially as an officer, without the aid of 
the ‘Messenger.’ It is their duty to keep 
informed as to what is going on in the 
Church, at home and abroad.’’ This is 
undoubtedly true and we can only hope 
and pray that the time will come when 
the eyes of all laymen will be similarly 
opened. 

‘The Concord, N. C., Ministerial Associa- 
tion paid unusual tributes to the Rev. W. 
-C. Lyerly, who recently resigned as pastor 

_ of Trinity Reformed Church there. All 
the ministers vied in doing him honor, and 
-a committee composed of Revs. C. H. Tru- 
blood, T. F. Higgins and L. A. Thomas, 
drew up a series of resolutions commend- 
ing the sterling character and noble ac- 
tivities of this man of God, during his 
_pastorate of 9 years in, Concord, in which 
-he led in the erection of the beautiful new 
Trinity Church: edifice, which remains a 
‘monument to his untiring zeal. Brother 
Lyerly and his splendid family will be 
.greatly missed by the citizens of Concord, 
where he has rendered a notable service. 

' The Thanksgiving service at the Com- 
munity Church, Denver, Col., Dr. David H. 
-Fouse, pastor, brought a generous offering 
-of $1,068 toward the Building Fund. Dr. 
Fouse is using most effectively a ‘‘Thumb- 
nail Bulletin,’’ which is sent out weekly 
-on postcards. The pastor is giving a series 
of Wednesday evening lectures on ‘‘Vir- 
tue, Love and Marriage.’’ During Novem- 
Yber, the Church School had the largest at- 
tendance ever. The Home Mission gift for 

the Columbus Church was $25. In announe- 

is his recent sermon on ‘‘A Call to 

Taxon,” Dr. Fouse writes suggestively 
in’ his Bulletin: ‘‘If we give about 16 
rs a day to our sensuous life and about 
ive sleepy minutes to our Highest Life, 

no yonder that God and Heaven seem 
er shadowy things to us.’’ 

Mr. Russell W. Haas, Winter Haven, 
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Fla., in renewing his subscription to the 
““Messenger,’’? adds this brotherly word 
from the standpoint of an editor, which, of 
course, we are glad to pass on: ‘‘I wish to 
bear testimony to the excellent character 
of the ‘Messenger’ Although now a mem- 
ber of a sister Chureh' (the Southern 
Methodist), I still retain the love of the 
old home Church and the ‘Messenger’ is 
still the welcome visitor to my home. I 
read many denominational journals of all 
the Churches, but none can compare in 
literary style, tolerant spirit and the essen- 
tials of the Christian faith with the ‘Mes- 
senger’ under that prince of editors, Dr. 
Leinbach. I myself am a newspaper edi- 
tor and find that even editors of secular 
journals can get many valuable pointers on 
journalism from a religious paper. The 
Reformed Church may be comparatively 
small and unknown and not possess any of 
the ‘£25 Great Preachers in America,’’ but 
it does have a Church paper that stands 
very near, if not at the head of the re- 
ligious journals of the country—and that 
is something of which to be more than 


proud. More power to Dr. Leinbach, his 
associates, and the Church they repre- 
sent! ?? 


The four Missionary Organizations of 
Central Reformed Church, Dayton, O., Rev. 
Walter W. Rowe, pastor, gave a combined 
Thank-Offering service on the evening of 
November 27th. Each of the four organ- 
izations was represented on the program. 
A pageant, ‘‘The Lower Lights,’’ was 
given by the Girls’ Guild. Mrs. A. K. Zart- 
man, Thank-Offering Secretary of the 
local organization, and for many years 
Thank-Offering Secretary of the General 
Synodical of the W. M. S., presided at the 
service and also made a short talk. The 
service as a whole was very interesting, 
and the combined offering was liberal. The 
annual bazaar conducted by the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the Church was held on Dée. 
1. The usual interest was manifested and 
the proceeds were very gratifying. The 
Young People’s work of the congregation 
is taking on new life under the direction 
of Miss Ruth Rice and Mr. Frank Jenkins. 
The basketball team of the Sunday School 
is above the average and also a Boy Scout 
Troop will be organized in the near future. 
The month of December will be a busy 
one. A Children’s Christmas Party will be 
be given on the evening of December 23rd 
by the Beginners, Primary and Junior-In- 
teremdiate Departments. On Christmas 
night the choir will render the cantata, 
“‘Bethlehem,’’ by Maunder. The evening 
sermons at the present time by the pastor 
are based on the Life of Christ. The work 


as a whole is in a healthy and prosperous ~ 


condition. 


Rev. Irvin A. Raubenhold, of Grace 
Church, York, Pa., has an excellent article 
in his Chureh paper.on ‘‘ Messenger Day,’’ 
for which we are very grateful. In an ex- 
ceptionally well-written appeal to his peo- 
ple he says, among other things: ‘‘There 
are 42 of our families now on the subscrip- 
tion list and we would like to have the 
rest of the families put their names on 
that list. After you have seen the Thanks- 
giving Number and the Anniversary Num- 
ber, we feel sure you ‘will want to receive 
the weekly issue throughout the year. 
What is the cost? Oh, yes, that is import- 
ant. $2.50 a year. Fifty-two issues of 
the finest reading matter ever assembled at 
five cents a week, the smallest investment 
you will ever make that will bring you the 
greatest returns. Every time you go to 
the movie it costs you thirty cents and if 
you go only once a month you are spend- 
ing aS much as six issues of the ‘Messen- 
ger’ cost. And what have you from your 
trip to the movie? A little entertainment 
that lasts for two hours. But think of 
what you get from six issues of the ‘Mes- 
senger.’ Six weeks of the finest and 
purest food for mind and soul. And every 
one in the family can have the same bene- 


re 
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fit without extra cost whereas, if you want 
the rest of your family to see the movie 
with you it will cost an extra ticket for 
each one. Not only will yon get such 
wonderful good from your investment, but 
think of what good cause you are sup- 
porting, No denomination can live with- 
out a paper to spread the news about its 
work among its members. Your subserip- 
tion will help support your Church paper 
in its work for the good of the Reformed 
Church. Because of the vital part the 
‘Messenger’ plays in our Church life every 
family ought to consider it a duty to sup- 
port it.’’ : 


The Kannapolis Mission Charge, Kan- 
napolis, N. C., Rev. L. A. Peeler, pastor. 
The activities of the early fall weeks were 
greatly handicapped, so far as the pastor 
was concerned, by an accident on Sept. 5th, 
which resulted in a fractured shoulder, but 
since the middle of October the work has 
gone on with enlarged activity. Harvest 
Home services were held in both Churches 
on Oct. 9. Holy Communion was held at 
St. John’s Oct. 16 and at St. Paul’s Nov. 
13. On Nov. 24th, Thanksgiving night, 
the W. M. S. of St. Paul’s held their an- 
nual Thank-Offering service. The women, 
girls and children presented the beautiful 
pageant, ‘‘Glimpses From the Field.’’ It 
was given in a fine way to a large congre- 
gation. The music was furnished by a 
choir composed of the young men of the 
congregation. The Thank-Offering service 
of the W. M.S. of St. John’s congregation 
was held on Noy. 23rd. The prepared ser- 
vice was rendered and a special program, 
consisting of music and readings, was 
given by some students from Catawba Col- 
lege. The Thank-Offering service of the 
G. M. G. of St. John’s congregation was 
held on Nov. 27th. The Girls’ Guild ar- 
ranged, prepared and had charge of the en- 
tire service and they did it splendidly. 
They presented in a fine way the pageant, 
‘‘Making a Choice.’’? This was their first 
service and they gave a liberal offering. 
The offerings from both organizations will 
be about double what the offering was last 
year. In connection with this service, Rev. 
Shuford Peeler, of Catawba College, de- 
livered a much appreciated address. The 
Young Ladies’ Class, of which the pastor’s 
wife is the teacher, had charge of the 
morning service on Nov. 20th. The class 
presented the pageant, ‘‘ Aunt Tille Learns 
to Tithe.’’ Mrs. Peeler also gave an ad- 
dress on Stewardship. After a few re- 
marks by the pastor, the 20 men who had 
been selected for the annual Every Mem- 
ber Canvess, were called to the front 
of the Chureh for a _ brief conse- 
cration service. Complete reports have not 
been made at this writing, but the indica- 
tions are that the adopted budget will be 
subscribed. The canvass was also made 
in the St. Paul’s congregation at the same 
time. The 20 men who had been selected 
to make the Every Member Canvass in St. 
John’s congregation were entertained at 
the parsonage by the pastor and his wife 
on the evening of Noy. 17th, Turkey and 
all accessories were very much in evidence. 
The congregation was divided into districts 
and each canvassing team was given their 
names for canvassing at that time. In the 
exchange of pulpits on the 27th of Nov. 
the Churches of this charge were glad to 
have Rey. J. D. Andrew, of the Faith 
Charge, preach for them. During Nov. a 
Leadership Training Course was conducted 
in St. John’s. Church, in which students 
from Concord, Gilead and Kannapolis were 
enrolled. Revs. W. C. Lyerly and L. A. 
Peeler taught the two courses offered in 
connection with the school. The pastor of 
this charge is again supplying the Keller 
Chureh of the Gilead Charge. Harvest 
Home service was held in this Church Oct. 
16 and Holy Communion on Noy. 6. There 
has been an encouraging increase in the at- 
tendance at divine worship during the past 
few months. On the evening of Nov. 26, 
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the pastor married Mr. Hugh Yost and 
Miss. Mary Sechler, both of whom are 
prominent and faithful workers in the St. 
Paul’s congregation. This young couple 
will locate in the St, Paul’s community, 
where they can continue to serve in this 
congregation. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


The annual Christmas festival will be 
held in the parlors of the Home on Sun- 
day, December 18, at 2 P. M. As in form- 
er years the Ladies’ Auxiliary is providing 
for this event. 

Preparations have been made for the 
usual Christmas decorations for the sea- 
son. 

St. Paul’s Church, Northampton, Pa., 
Rev. I. M. Bachman, pastor, will render 
the program. There will be recitations by 
the children of the Primary and the Be- 
ginners Departments of the Sunday 
School; and the Adult Department will be 
well represented to help render the musi- 
cal numbers. The pastor will deliver the 
address. The relatives and friends of our 
family are cordially invited to be pres- 
ent. 


THE CHURCH PAPER—ITS PURPOSE 
AND PLACE 


(A Statement Prepared by a Special 
Committee of the Executive Committee of 
General Synod, and Issued With Its Au- 
thority.) 

The one objective of the Executive 
Committee is to enlist the whole support 
of all the Synods, Classes, congregations 
and members of the entire Reformed 
Church, for the full program of the whole 
Chureh. : 

Such an objective is unattainable, until 
the Church will re-think and re-appraise 
the place and purpose of the accredited 
Church papers of our Church in the whole 
program of the entire Church and the in- 
dividual congregation. 

The purpose and place of the Church 
paper is: + 

1. To Keep the Home Fires Burning. The 
fires on our family altar are burning low. 
Our homes are to be Christian. Christian 
homes do not just happen; they are made 
and built. Some one must furnish the 
Christian material for the erection of such 
Christian homes. 

Without a single exception, a mixed var- 
iety and a multitude of secular periodicals, 
papers and other things are regularly en- 
tering our homes. Not only the kind of 
persons, but also the type of periodicals 
that enter our homes regularly, and are 
read in it, will determine the kind of a 
home we can have. Is it not a fair, per- 
haps searching question, to ask, whether in 
the last analysis, our home can be called 
a Christian home, if among the many 
periodicals and papers not a single distine- 
tively Christian periodical enters the 
same? 

Give the Church paper a full chance in 
our homes. Too long it has been an or- 
phan among other reading matter. Give 
it the prominent place it deserves in the 
reading circle and upon the reading table 
of the home and family. It will take care 
of itself, and soon assert its inspiring and 
spiritual influence. It will cultivate and 
stimulate a taste for the things that are 
spiritual, that are true and good and best. 
It will neutralize the secularizing influ- 
ences of some of the other papers that are 
read so widely in every home. 

Its Daily Devotions, Expositions of Sun- 
day School Lessons and Christian En- 
deavor Topies, could not but again assist 
in restoring and rebuilding the old Family 
Altar. Its deep spiritual notes, its Chris- 
tian emphasis and interpretation in all of 
its. editorials and articles, would again 
make the home a real haven of spiritual re- 
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plenishments and reinforcements in the 
midst of the rush and cares of this day. 

In the home no paper or periodical can 
take the place of the Church paper. The 
Church paper should be in every home. 

2. To Present, Promote and Make Possi- 
ble the Program of the Church. Boards, 
institutions and movements acknowledge 
their indebtedness to the Church paper for 
the very material and definite help received 
in their work. The Church paper is the 
means and medium they employ for repre- 
senting and promoting their plans and pro- 
grams. It is the most loyal and faithful 
Publicity Agent they have. Without it 
they could not live. 

On the other hand, pastors and congre- 
gations maintain that the members who 
support the work of the local Church as 
well as the whole program of the King- 
dom in the largest measure, are regular 
readers and subscribers of the Chureh 
paper. It is the Church paper that makes 
the vital point of contact between the 
causes and programs of the Church and the 
interest and support of the congregation 
and members. 

On the one hand there is a great cause, 
a challenging program, an inspiring move- 
ment, that we feel ought to appeal to and 
challenge the whole-hearted and enthusi- 
astie support of the whole Church. On the 
other hand, there is intelligence, interest 
and means that lie dormant and need to be 
awakened. If the two are brought to- 
gether there will be light, radiance and 
warmth. The Church paper makes the 
point of contact. 

There would be new revival of zeal, in- 
terest and support on the part of the 
members of our Churches that would en- 
able an-unparalelled expansion of all our 
work without any exception, if the Church 
paper were to go into every home. 
e3. To Keep Alive the Peculiar Spirit 
and Genius of Our Church. Ours is an 
educational Church, and can therefore 
make its way into the life of our nation 
and other nations, only through the means 
and channels of education and information. 
The Reformed Church cannot win and do 
its work well in this or any other country; 
if it neglects agencies and means of edu- 
cation. A Reformed member must, in the 
very nature of the case, be an informed 
member. Inspiration in the Reformed 
Church must come largely through infor- 
mation. 

Inspiration and enthusiasm in the Re- 
formed Church cannot be worked up and 
manufactured; it can only be created and 
will rest upon clear understanding and in- 
telligent information. This is the spirit 
and genius of our Church; nothing can be- 
come a substitute for it. This can be best 
accomplished by the Church paper going 
into every home. 

4, The Testimony Meeting of Our De- 
nomination. If the people only knew what 
the Church is actually doing today there 
would be a new flame of love and loyalty 
for the Church and its work, lighting up 
the horizon of denominational hope. 

Other papers and periodicals bring to 
us the great achievements and discoveries 
of business, government, and _ secular 
agencies, and we are impressed. Again 
and again we ask: What is the Church do- 
ing anyway? 

The Church paper comes regularly into 
our homes and congregations, declaring 
what great wonders and miracles God is 
performing today at home and abroad. Our 
people are perishing for lack of this 
knowledge. What new courage would be 
created, what new hope awakened, what 
spiritual revivals and rejoicings would be 
evoked if the Church paper were to go into 
every home! 

If the Chureh paper is accorded its 
rightful place in the life of the Church, 
it will fulfill the high purpose for which 
ey was created and for which it exists to- 

ay. 


_ therefore is and shall remain 


The Executive Committee of General 
Synod is therefore calling on all of its 
pastors and congregations to put forth 
every effort during the coming year to 
place the Church paper in every home and 
family. 


CONCERNING THE GENERAL COUN- 
SELLING COMMISSION OF 
THE CHURCHES 


At the annual meeting of the General, 


Counselling Commission of the Churches 
held on November 8rd, Dr. John Brown, Jr., 
of the Department of Physical Education 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
presented a national survey of Association 
co-operation with the Churches in the field 
of recreation. The Commission voted that 
a small committee be appointed by the 
Chairman to give further consideration to 
the report and make any recommendation 
which it might deem advisable. The Chair- 
man, Dr, W. I. Chamberlain, appointed the 
following committee: Dr. Samuel McCrea 
Cavert, Dr. Henry H. Sweets, and Dr. Jos- 
eph H. Apple. 

The Committee met in New York in the 
office of the Department of Relations to 
Church and Interchurch Bodies on Tuesday 
morning, Noy. 22nd, with a full attendanee,. 
and with Dr. John Brown, Jr., and David 
G. Latshaw. After full discussion, the 
Committee voted unanimously to make the 
following recommendation: 


“*On behalf of the General Counselling - 


Commission of the Churches your Commit- 
tee recommends that there should be a con- 
ference between representatives of the 
Physical Education Department of the 
National Council of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association and the representa- 
tives of the denominational and interde- 
nominational bodies who have largest re- 
sponsibility for the promotion of recreation 
within their respective organizations—this- 
conference to consider the further develop- 
ment of the co-operative program of recre- 
ation between the Churches and the Young 
Men’s Christian Association.’’ i 

The Committee felt that the Department 
of Physical Education of the NationaF 
Council should take the initiative in. eall- 
ing the conference, and it was suggested 
that it might be held early in 1928 in the 


East. They further suggested that it should — 


not cover more than four full sessions. The 
Committee further expressed the opiniom 
that the Physical Educational Department 
should have the liberty of inviting other 
representatives than those 
whose presence would make a contribution 
to the conference. The Committee felt that 
each member of the General Counselling 
Commission of the Churches should assume 


responsibility for securing the appointment 


and attendance of the proper representa- 


tive from his Church at the proposed con- — 


ference. It was suggested that Mr. John H. 
Brooks, of Scranton, Pa., Chairman of the 
Physical Education Department Commit- 
tee, should convene the opening session of 
the conference, and that early in the pro- 
gram Dr. Brown should make a statement 
on the recent study of Chureh-Y, M. ©, A, 
co-operation in recreation, somewhat simi- 
lar to that made before the recent meet- 


ing of the General Counselling Commission. 


THE BAPTIST POSITION 


My attention has just been called to ¢ 
distinct and rather glaring error in ‘‘Th 
Rise of American Civilization,’’ by Charle 
A, and Mary R. Beard. In Volume 2, p 
751, the following is found: ‘‘The Bapti 
for instance, at their northern convent 
in 1922, specifically resolved ‘that 
Bible was written by men supernatura 
inspired; that it has truth without an 
mixture of error for its matter; a 
originally written it is both scientifica 
and historically true’ and e 


of the ages the only complet 


designated,. 
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revelation of the will of God to man; the 
true center of Christian union and the su- 
preme standard by which all human con- 
duct, creeds, and opinions should be 
tried.’ ?? 

Of course, everybody who was at the In- 
dianapolis meeting of the Northern Baptist 
Convention knows that this is precisely the 
opposite to the truth. An elaborate creed 
from which this quotation is made was pre- 
sented to the Convention, argued very earn- 
estly, and defeated by a two to one vote, 
the Convention going on record as saying 
that ‘‘the New Testament is our sufficient 
ground of faith and practice and we need 
no other statement.’’ 

—John M. Moore. 


REFORMED WHAT? 


Reformed Presbyterian? Reformed Epis- 
ecopal? No! The Reformed Church is as 
old as Protestantism herself. Our Church 
had her start in Switzerland primarily, but 
the movement spread into Huguenot 
France, Holland and western Germany. 
Ulrich Zwingli was the pioneer leader and 
his work paralleled that of Luther in Ger- 
many. We are, therefore, over four hun- 
dred years old. A little later John Calvin 
came to Switzerland from Ifrance and origi- 
nated the ‘‘Reformed Theology’’ which 
became the foundation of a large part of 
Protestant thinking for several centuries. 
Much of his thinking is now outgrown; but 
he was then a great force. The early his- 
tory of many younger Protestant denomi- 
nations leads to the feet of this scholar. 

About three-quarters of a century ago, 
a new Reformed theology challenged 
Protestant thinkers in America. It was 
known as The Mercerburg Theology. It 
was basically evangelical, but undertook to 
present Christianity with historical and 
critical background, It caused quite a stir 
in its day; but today its claims are prae- 
tically approved by every liberal Protest- 
ant. The Reformed Church believes in an 
educational religious process rather than in 
more dramatic methods of evangelism. She 
stands for religious toleration and patience 
with human nature. 

With this background the local Church 
believes in a free pulpit, subject to no in- 
timidation from any members. We believe 


in interdenominational and community co- 
operation for everything which advances 
the cause of good will and Christian ser- 
vice. 


In the fellowship we tolerate no 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Christmas, December 25, 1927. 
Christmas Lesson 
Luke 2:8-20. 


Golden Text: Thou shalt call His name 
Jesus: for it is He that shall save His 
people from their sins. Matthew 1:21. 


Lesson Outline: 1. The Son. 2. The 
Sermon. 8. The Shepherds. 
This is our Christmas lesson. Today 


we go to Bethlehem in Judea to worship 
the Savior of the world. We still find 
Him as a child. And only the child-heart- 
ed can find Him. Only they can celebrate 
this gladdest day of all the year who are 
like children in trust and love, in sim- 
plicity and purity, in obedience and good- 
will. And if we could carry that child- 
spirit with us into life, we should have 
Christmas every day. Thus we should 
hasten the day when the whole earth will 


The Church Services 


class spirit; rich and poor are treated the 
same. We pride ourselves upon our spirit 
of congregational co-operation. On this 
basis, we solicit any one’s uniting with us 
and are glad to receive them by letter, by 
reprofession or confirmation, 

The pastor is glad to render service to 
any and all in the Church or the community 
who seek The Christ and His Kingdom.— 
Bulletin of Reformed Church of the Ascen- 
sion, Pittsburgh. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. Harry Kehm, Supt. 


Meat 


““Deer meat is cheap meat’’—when you 
get it for nothing. 

The Bethany family enjoyed a meal of 
venison the other day because of the 
thoughtfulness of a very close friend. 

It happened in this way. This friend of 
Bethany is a hunter and is also acquainted 
with the game protector. So on this hunt- 
ing trip he met and spoke to the game pro- 
tector and requested of him that if he 
came into possession of illegal deer he 
should remember Bethany. 

The friend was informed that he had 
two spike buck on hand. Arrangements 
were made immediately, and the deer 
shipped to the Home. 

We certainly appreciated the thought- 
fulness of the friend as well as the will- 
ingness of the game protector to send us 
the deer. But the two deer gave us all 
only one good dinner and we eat three 
times a day and seven days in a week. 

Now that the cooler weather has set in 
we butchered our first pigs. We should 
have butchered many weeks ago, but we 
were compelled to wait, not because the 
pigs were not fat enough, but because we 
had no place to store or keep the meat for 
any length of time. We know that there 
are such things made where you can store 
provisions, but we do not have any. A re- 
frigerator is becoming a necessity at Beth- 
any. 

The Home is beginning to assume the 
Christmas spirit. The children are singing 
Christmas Carols, requests for gifts are 
coming in and we trust the Church is pre- 
paring to give the Home a liberal offering, 
so that the management may be able to 
provide for the necessities and comforts 
of the children throughout the coming 
year. 


sing the angelic song of peace and good- 
will. 

But while all the world observes Christ- 
mas, to multitudes it is merely an ‘‘X’?- 


mas. Christ, the very heart of Christmas, 
the fountain of all its deep hope and hap- 
piness, is merely an ‘‘X’’ to them, an un- 
known quantity. The holiest of days 1s 
only a holiday. Even Christian hearts and 
homes may easily lack the mood and the 
leisure for a deep appreciation of the won- 
drous story of the birth of our Lord. Ia 
the midst of the hustle and bustle that 
mark the happy season we may forget the 
Christ in whose honor the day is kept. A 
reverent study of our lesson may assist 
us all to make Christmas really a holy day; 
a day of tender memories, of unselfish love, 
and of hope and trust too deep for uttcr- 
ance, 


I. The Son. Jesus was born in Bethle- 
hem of Judea. Mary and Joseph had 
journeyed eighty weary miles from their 
residence in Nazareth to ther ancestral 
home in order to register their names in a 
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census that had been ordered by the Em- 
peror Augustus. And while they were so- 
journing in the early home of David, Jesus 
was born, ‘‘great David’s greater Son.’? 

How simple is Luke’s account of this 
surpassing event! ‘‘She brought forth her 
first-born son; and she wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a man- 
ger, because there was no room for them in 
the inn.’’ Stable, manger, and swaddling 
clothes are not the setting a romancer 
would have chosen for the advent of the 
Savior of mankind. They represent the 
unfathomable wisdom of God, who, in ihe 
fulness of time, revealed the infinite riches 
of His love in a Babe that blossomed into 
the one perfect life this earth has known. 
His supreme gift to men was neither a 
king, a prophet, nor a priest. It was not 
a book filled with supernatural informa- 


tion; nor an institution endowed witn 
heavenly power. It was not a new code 
of laws. It was a life of infinite love that 


showed men the Father. 

God had not been without His witnesses 
in the long ages before Christ. They had 
proclaimed His love and they had wor- 
shiped His power. Creator, King, Judge 
they had called Him whom no man has 
ever seen, and many other names. Then 
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Jesus came, and men beheld His glory full 
of grace and truth. And, today, if men 
ask us: Who is God or what is He like? 
What is His attitude toward mankind, His 
eternal purpose and power? We point to 
Jesus Christ. He is our answer to all the 
supreme questions of life. He is the only 
answer we know. And if that answer 
were not true, then the life of man would 
be a silly jest, a riddle without rhyme or 
reason. But Christ is the truth. We have 
followed Him—from afar, it may be, and 
yet in His fellowship we have found peace 
and hope and joy. 

Therefore we call Him our Lord and 
our Savior. We can not fully fathom the 
mystery of His birth and life and death. 
But we know that He is God’s greatest 
gift to a sinful world. We believe that He 
alone ean show us the way home to God 
our Father. 

‘‘There was no room for them in the 
jnn.’’? That is the only dark touch in the 
glorious narrative. And in the light of 
subsequent events the saying looms large 
with sad significance. ‘The exclusion of 
the holy family from that crowded cara- 
vansery at Bethlehem foreshadows the fate 
of Jesus during His brief career on earth. 
There was no room for Him in Nazareth, 
His home; none in the Jewish Church nor 
in the Roman State. Few were the hearts 
and fewer the homes that welcomed Him 
gladly. 

Even so today Jesus is crowded out of 
many spheres that He longs to fill with 
His life and truth. That ancient inn at 
Bethlehem was crowded to the rafters with 
a motley throng. There was room for 
peasants and priests, for merchants and 
soldiers, for idlers and roysterers. But 
no room for Christ to be born. And so it 
is still in our big world, bursting with en- 
terprises and filled with ambitions. We 
work and play, we strive and suffer, we 
love and hate, we live and die. But do 
we make room for Christ and His truth in 
all the varied fabrics of our life? And is 
it because we keep Him standing on the 
threshold of our civilization that peace 
on earth and good-will are still pious 
dreams whose realization seems remote? 

II. The Sermon. The first Christmas 
sermon was preached by ‘‘an angel of the 
Lord,’’?’ who appeared to certain humble 
shepherds in the fields near Bethlehem. 
In this sermon and hymn we find the 
eternal message and meaning of Christ- 
mas. 

It consists of good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all people. That is the 
text of the first Christmas sermon. And 
the sermon itself was the proclamation 
of the birth of the Savior. It ended with 
the angelic doxology, which praised God 
in the highest and proclaimed peace on 
earth to men of good-will. 

This text, sermon and doxology consti- 
tute the ineffable glory of Christmas. They 
make it the greatest and gladdest day in 
human history. Its essence is in the fact 
that Jesus our Savior has come. That is 
the abiding Christmas message. Those 
who receive it in humble trust, like the 
Judean shepherds, find peace and joy and 
praise God for the glory of His gracious 
love. 

There are still many who have no ear 
for the glad tidings, and no faith in ‘its 
deep meaning. But that angelic sermon 
has sung itself deep into the heart of 
the world. It has never been silenced. 
The ages have repeated it. The nations 
have heard it, and they have come to His 
light and leading. Gradually and inereas- 
ingly the angelic prophecy is being ful- 
filled. The glad tidings of great joy is 
being given to all the people. Some day 
all the world will hasten to Bethlehem on 
Christmas Day to praise God for the gift 
of Christ. 

III. The Shepherds. The first Christ- 
mas congregation consisted of humble 


Jewish shepherds. The angel of the Lord 


passed over palace and temple, the homes 
of kings and priests, and made His joyful 
proclamation to common men. 

But these common men possessed uncom- 
mon piety, which fitted them to hear and 
understand the glad tidings. They had 
faith enough to do three things. They 
verified the voice and the vision by a 
hasty visit to Bethlehem. They became 
enthusiastic heralds of the glad tidings 
of salvation among their friends. And 
they returned to their humble occupations 
with hearts and lips overflowing with 
gratitude. 

Now, as then, only willing and seeking 
souls hear and understand the blessed 
Christmas message. The proud and wise 
must become humble and truthful, like 
little children, to believe that the Babe of 
Bethlehem is, indeed, the Master of man- 
kind. And men must still ‘‘go and see.?? 
They must test and try the good news 
of salvation in their own experience. ‘‘If 
any man willeth to do His will, he shall 
know of His teaching.’’ Only those who 
enthrone Jesus in their lives will find in 
Him their Savior. And when men have 
truly found Christ they will become His 
heralds. They will want to share Him 
with others. Like that first Christmas con- 
gregation on the starlit plains of Judea 
they will glorify God with their lips and 
in their lives. 

The writer of these notes extends to all 
his readers and friends a Happy Christ- 
mas. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


December 25th—What Does Christmas 
Mean to the World? .John 3:16; 
Luke 2:8-11. 


Today the Christian world celebrates 
Christmas. It is the festival of life. In 
the dead of winter Christmas comés with 
its message of life and light and love. It 
celebrates both a fact and a faith. It 
marks an event in history and a venture 
in hope. It is the supreme risk of God in 
His effort to save the world. This tre- 
mendous fact which rested upon the 
Father’s heart like an overwhelming bur- 
den, was entrusted to a little, helpless 
Babe cradled in a manger in Bethlehem. 
What if the cruel forces surrounding Beth- 
lehem had prevailed? What if Herod’s 
plans had been carried out? What if the 
helpless Infant had died in its Mother’s 
arms? Christmas marked the supreme 
risk on the part of God in the redemption 
of the human race. : 

Christmas, likewise forms the great di- 
vide of history. All time is reckoned be- 
fore and after that Divine event. Whether 
or not people believe in Jesus as the 
Savior of mankind, they do recognize, 
either consciously or unconsciously, the 
fact that His birth forms the watershed 
of time. No man writes a letter or dates 
a check or transacts any important busi- 
ness without recognizing this interesting 
fact. 

Christmas is a universal festival. While 
it is the peculiar heritage of the Christian, 
it is, nevertheless, intended for all people. 
Around the Babe.in Bethlehem gathered 
all classes and conditions of people. The 
poor were there, the rich were there, the 
simple-hearted shepherd folk were there, 
wise men were there, women and children 
were there, workmen were there, kings 
were interested, men from different races 
and nations gathered there. All was a 
prophecy of what Christmas really meant 
to the world. The angel announced, ‘‘Be- 
hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all people!’’ The choir 
of celestial singérs chanted, ‘‘Glory be to 
God in the highest, on earth peace good- 
will to men.’’ The blessings of Christmas 
were intended for all the world. While 
Jesus was born of a Jewish mother, while 
He was the Son of Mary, He was also in 
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a real sense the Son of Man. Every race 
and every nation the world around might 


share the blessings of Christmas. ‘‘God so. 


loved the world that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life.’’ ‘All people that on earth do 
dwell’? may have the Christmas blessings. 
Christmas means the following to the 
world: 


1. A new light. It broke upon the world 
at the midnight hour. 


‘‘Tt came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old.’’ 


‘«There was darkness over all the earth.?? 
The physical darkness was a type of the 
still deeper mental and moral darkness 
which rested over mankind. Men had lost 
the way. They were perplexed. The dark- 
ness had dimmed their vision and their 
faith. Then it was that the Heavens 
were made luminous with celestial light. 
Then the darkness disappeared and in 
the new light as had never shone on land 
or sea before, men began to understand 
God and themselves and the problems of 
human life. The new light revealed the 
love of God. It showed God’s love rather 
than His wrath. It revealed man unto 
himself and showed the infinite capacity 


that man has to contain God. The fact 


that God took His abode in a human form 


indicated that He could fill other men if 


they would make their hearts a Bethlehem 
manger for Him to dwell in. The world 
still needs light. ‘‘The dayspring from on 
high’’ must fill the darksome places of the 


earth. 


2. Anew joy. Everywhere around that 
first Christmas there is the rhythm of musi¢ 
and mirth. The low-swinging singing 
skies are cleft not merely by angels’ wings, 
but by heavenly songs. i 


‘*Calm on the listening ear of night 
Come heaven’s melodious strains.’? 


‘And ‘angels, with their sparkling lyres, 3 


Make music on the air.’’- 

In Bethlehem’s manger a Mother’s h 
leaps with joy that a man-child has I 
orn into the world, and she bursts 
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Around that manger there is no sorrow 
and no sighing, but pure, seraphie joy. 
At Calvary there are tears. At the sepul- 
echre in the garden a woman sobs. But in 
the stable at Bethlehem there is only joy. 


‘“Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King.’’ 


And wherever Christmas goes the world 
around it brings joy and gladness and 
music to the soul. It is a new joy which is 
deep and lasting and heavenly. 

3. A new hope. Christmas pointed the 
way out of the world’s despair and death. 
The world had tried almost every remedy 
to cure its ills. It had tried philosophy 
and law and force without avail. Then 
came Christmas and offered a new way and . 
in that dark night hope saw a shining star 
and listening love could hear the rustle of 
a wing. Here lies the hope of the world 
today. Our problems are not solved by 
education, not by legislation, not by 
might, but by the spirit which was released 
on Christmas and which brought new hope 
and happiness into the world. 

4, Anew peace. The heart of the Christ- 
mas message is peace. ‘‘Peace on earth, 
good-will to men.’’ The world is sadly in 
need of this divine bestowal today. It is 
rent asunder by strife and selfishness and 
sin.» Christmas would mean the era of 
peace and good-will for the world. It 
would usher in the day when swords should 
be beaten into plow-shares and spears into 
pruning-hooks and nations would learn war 
no more. 


“<Por lo, the days are hastening on, 

By prophet bards foretold, 

When with the ever-circling years 
Comes round the age of gold; 

When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendors fling, 

And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing.’’ 


HOFFMAN ORPHANAGE, LITTLES- 
TOWN, PA. 


Rev. Sidney S. Smith, Supt. 


Every child at Hoffman during the pre- 
Christmas season is anxiously waiting for 
Christmas Day. Many packages have ar- 
rived and from all appearances there will 
be many surprises in store for the little 
ones. The postman has been forced to 
load our truck which goes to Littlestown 
with the high school pupils with parcels 
and the Christmas room is getting to be 
a crowded place. There will be no dis- 
appointments, but only surprises for them 
all. 


One of the greatest things to be con- 
sidered at Christmas is the Christmas Offer- 
ing; our maintenance for another year. 
This is one time of the year our Church 
remembers the needy and dependent child. 
This year we are especially concerned 
about the Christmas Offering as our work 
for the next year will be greatly hampered 
and hindered if our appeal for an inerease 
of $10,000 in the Christmas Offering is not 
met. Each child daily appeals for more 
personal attention, more opportunities and 
more privileges and to meet these needs 
this increased support is necessary. We 
are looking forward to Christmas not for 
what we will enjoy on this day, but what 
we will enjoy during the coming year. 


We have been in the midst of numerous 
activities. The first snow has brought the 
sleds from seclusion, the hunting season 
has given the boys an opportunity to go 
hunting with their clubs and ‘‘Jack,’’ and 
the illegal deer are beginning to arrive, 
butchering is in order at this time and 
everybody has been busily occupied. We 

expecting to go to York, Pa., with- 
ays to witness the moving pic- 
en of the Anniversary Program. 


The Christmas Remembrance 


“PRINCE OF PEACE” 
No. 349 
_Beautiful winter designs in color. Attrac- 
tive borders. Cord hangers. Size, 544 x 8% 
inches. Ten assorted designs in package. 


Price, 75e per set. 


SCRIPTURE WALL MOTTOES 


TEXTS 
= 1. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
: (Elor God so loved peace, good will toward men.—Luke 2: 14. is born thied 
the world, that he gave oS Mor eet i i paves ed 
} ss +t 2. or unto you is born this day in the city inrthevenet 
his only begotten Son, of David ‘a Saviour, which is Christ the Ass Gee ts 
that whosoever Lord.—Luke 2:11. David a Saviour | 
believeth in him should 3. mee name shall be called Wonderful, which is Christ 
EF tiot ish, but have rp tet The Mighty God—” ete.—Isaiah the lecrd ease 
erlasting lite. “Mow & a 
a2 ‘§ : 4. For God so loved the world, that He gave Seat 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever be- : 
lieveth in Him should not perish—’ ete,— 
John 3:16, : 
No. 349 
BOOK MARKS 
No. 416 : 
Art paper. Size, 1% x 5 inches. Christmas 
designs in delicate coloring. Appropriate 


Scripture Texts. 


Printed in colors, with eyelet at the top for hanging. 
Lesson Titles and Golden Texts, Bible readings, brief 


poetic selections worth memorizing. 


Colored tassels. 
10 assorted designs. 


t Set includes 
Price, 25¢ for the set. 


No. 416 
SUNDAY SCHOOL HOME DEPARTMENT, AND ADULT BIBLE CLASS CALENDARS FOR 
19 


On each month’s page are brief 


quotations and inspirational sentences. Price, 10c each; $9 per 100. 


CANDY BOXES 
For the Sunday School's 
gift of candy. 
DIAMOND BOX 


Fascinating 
this box with its lively 
background of diamond 
design as vari-colored and 
bright as the favorite con- 
fetti itself! A stage-coach 


indeed is 


drawn by its prancing 
foursome, in panel effect. 
% Jb. size. Price, $1.60 


per 100, postpaid. 


CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
INVITATION POST CARD 
No. 8108 
A charming card with a Christ- 
mas tree in full colors; and 
Christmas Bible verse. On _ re- 
verse side the invitation reads: 
“We heartily invite you and 
yours to enjoy with us _ the 
CHriIstmas: Service vot seme. «<c ss 


$1.25 per 100; 15¢ dozen. 


GREETING CARDS 
CHRISTMAS POST CARD. 
SERIES No. 1288 

In panel, black and 
white etchings of famous 
paintings, ineluding Sich- 
el's “Madonna,” and Blash- 


field’s “Christmas Bells.’” 
Rich red poinsettia, and 
the green of holly and 
pine. Christmas good 
wishes and Scripture 
Texts. Four designs. 
Price, $1.25 per 100; 20¢ 
dozen. 
NEW YEAR POST CARD 


SERIES No. 1290 


Tan mottled stock. The em- 
erald of the sea—the white flash 
of a sail; a bright sky line; and 
red birds on wing! New Year 
greeting and Scriptural benedic- 
tions. Four designs. Price, $1.25. 
per 100; 20c dozen. 


No. 8405 


PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY 


SCHOOL BOARD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 


1505 RACE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


Activities have been so numerous and 
pressing that the news items have been 
omitted from the Church papers for a 
time. . 


News of the Week 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR to our friends all 
through the Church from the Hoffman Or- 
phanage Family. 


Mrs. H. W. Elson 


The American aviator, Lieutenant C. C 
Champion, has been officially credited with 
the world’s altitude record in place of 
Jean Callizo by the International Aero- 
nautical Federation, it has been announced. 

The Steuben Society of America cele- 
brated Noy. 30 the 150th anniversary of 
the landing at Portsmouth, N. H., of Freid- 
rich von Steuben, German officer in the 
Revolutionary Army. The society’s meet- 
ing was at New Madison Square Garden, 
New York City, and was attended by 15,- 
000 persons. Jacob Gould Schurman, Am- 
bassador to Germany, delivered the prin- 
cipal address. 


Increase of 40% in the life of currency 
through the use of a new kind’ of paper 
developed by the Bureau of Standards has 
been announced by the bureau. Most of 
the paper currency now appearing from the 
Bureau of Engraving is being printed on 
this paper. Its fibre is so resistant that 
a strip one-half inch wide can be made into 
5,000 double folds without loss of strength. 
The Treasury term for it is ‘‘standard cur- 
rency paper.’’ The paper is the result 
of several years of experiment and can be 
manufactured commercially at a lower cost 


than the.old type. . 


The controversy over the size of the- 


Se 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Chuich. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It ‘provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, : 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 

Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymmnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 

A eollege whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 


RIN RY thie Ae PIR Dee Duets Ds, 
President. 


« Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 
SCHOLARSHIPS NEEDED 

Endowments of from $1,000 to $5,000 
or more, establishing perpetual scholar- 
ships for aiding struggling students 
facing rising costs. 

Three ways to found scholarships: 1. By 


Gift in Cash—income immediately available. 
2. By Gift in Cash Under Life-annuity Con- 
tract—income applicable at death of donor. 


8. By Provision in Will—endowment effective 
after death. 
Write for booklet, “Lasting Memorials.” 


Rev. James M. S. Isenberg, D. D. 
Vice President 


Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


WM. MANN IRVINE, PH.D., LL.D., 
President, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully 4ccredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, J1.D, President 


proposed tax reduction was continued Nov. 
30, with Secretary Mellon and Representa- 
tive Tilson, floor leader of the House, back- 
ing up the Administration’s recommenda- 
tions. This came as a reply to the state- 
ment issued by the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States for a tax cut 
of $400,000,000, reduction which President 
Coolidge and Secretary Mellon say would 
result in a budget deficit as early as 1929. 

Acting quickly under suspension of the 
rules, the Vermont Legislature, in special 
session Noy. 30, passed the bill recom- 
mended by Governor John E. Weeks au- 
thorizing an issue of $8,500,000 in bonds 
for the restoration of highways and bridges 
damaged or destroyed by the recent flood. 

Eduard Benes, of Czechoslovakia, was 
unanimously elected president of the new 
committee of security and arbitration of 
the preparatory disarmament.conference at 
Geneva. He was hailed as one of the 
great figures in the League of Nations 
disarmament efforts. 

Proper clearance of radio channels will 
necessitate the ultimate elimination of 330 
stations, Commissioner Sam Pickard of the 
Federal Radio Commission, has announced. 
The commission will extend until February 
1, 1928, all licenses expiring December 31. 
At present there are 690 radio broadecast- 
ing stations. 

Former Governor Herbert 8. Hadley, of 
Missouri, Chancellor of Washington Uni- 
versity, St. Louis, and a leader in national 
educational circles, died Dec. 1 at his home 
in St. Louis after a prolonged illness. 

The latest reports from Northern Africa 
indicate that the Algerian flood has been 
very much worse than at first thought. 
Villages have been destroyed and wide 
areas of the fertile countryside completely 
inundated. More than 2,000 lives have 
been lost, including those of more than 
250 Europeans. The property loss has been 
estimated at $23,580,000. 

Secretary Hoover in his report for the 
fiseal year 1927, which was made public 
Dec. 1, declared that the rate of real 
wages in the United States during that 
period ‘‘remained higher than anywhere 
else in the world or than at any other time 
in world history.’’ According to his re- 
port increased production is based upon 
sound fundamentals, farm conditions are 
improved, railroads are more efficient and 
foreign trade show gains in 1927. 


Gifts totaling $8,000,000 were contribut- 
ed lately to the colleges of the Near East. 
A campaign has been started to raise $15,- 
000,000 for the six American colleges there. 
The two most recent gifts were $1,000,000 
from the Rockefeller Foundation, to be de- 
voted to medical work at the American 
University of Beirut, and $1,000,000 from 
the estate of Dr. Charles M. Hall, who 
died in 1914, after amassing a fortune 
through his process for manufacturing 
aluminum. Of the latter sum, $400,000 
will go to Athens College, an American in- 
stitution at Athens, Greece. The remaind- 
er will go to the general fund of the asso- 
ciation of the Near East. 


Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, general secre- 
tary of the Church Peace Union, has sailed 
for a ten-months trip through the coun- 
tries of Europe and Asia, to organize 
the preliminary meeting of the Universal 
Religious Peace Conference, which will be 
held in Geneva next summer. The confer- 
ence itself, which all the religions of the 
world will participate, will be held in 1930. 


Junior Achievement, Inc., recently cele- 
brated the eighth anniversary of its activ- 
ity to encourage the ‘‘work habit’? among 
American boys and girls. Theodore N. 
Vail, late President of the American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company, was one 
of the founders. Junior Achievement clubs 
are now spreading to various parts of the 
country. The latest report shows that 
there are 823 clubs in existence with a 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 
A.B. and B.S. Degrees 
accredited by 
The State Department 
Wholesome Home and College Life on a 
beautiful 70-acre campus. Department of 
Religious Education and Social Service 
especially commended by our Church 
Leaders. ; 

WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D., 
President 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine © 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N. C. 


Of forty colleges in North Carolina, 


Catawba’s physical equipment ranks 
among the first ten. 

There are larger faculties, but none 
stronger or better qualified than 


Catawba’s staff of thirty. 

Catawba is no longer a “small” college, 
but is rapidly approaching the necessity 
of limiting its student body. 

Easily accessible location. 
Very reasonable rates. 
Write for catalog and view booklet. 


membership of 9,913. The members are 
directed by volunteer leaders in productive 
enterprises in industry and home-making 
during leisure hours. The object is for 
boys and girls to use idle time for thrifty 
purposes. 

An ambition to train students who will ; 
work actively for international peace has 
given rise to a new center of education in 
Elsinore, Denmark, called the International = 
People’s College. It hopes to attract men - 
and women from many countries, who | 
will later work aggressively for peace 4) : 
in their communities. Nearly six hun- 
dred students have already taken the regu- 
lar courses—some from America. Dr. Peter 
Manniche, the founder, is now in the 
United States on his second visit, lecturing 
at various universities. 

An experiment in the curative power of 
work is being earried on under the diree- 
tion of the Vocational Adjustment Bureau _ 
for Girls. It came into existence eight — 
years ago when a number of New York 
philanthropists decided to conduct a 
psychotherapeutic experiment that has 
since been extended to Chicago, Pitts- 
burgh, St. Louis and Norwich, Conn. Be- 
lief in the value of work and its curati 
power in nervous disorders was the be 
of the experiment. er 

of 


Mrs. Andrew Carnegie, widow 
American steel magnate, has pres 
Dunfermline, Scotland, his bi 
fine building to be called the 
Treasure House and an endowm 
of $40,000. The building w 
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date the valuable gifts to Mr. Carnegie by 
muncipalities. 

President Coolidge intends to go to 
Havana in January, according to an an- 
nouncement from the White House. He 
will go in a warship from Key West and 
be accompanied by Secretary Kellogg, See- 
retary of the Navy Wilbur and members 
of the American Commission. Among the 
delegates who will aecompany the Presi- 
dent to Cuba to open the Pan-American 
Congress will be Charles E. Hughes, form- 
er Secretary of State and Chairman of the 
delegation. 

It is said that Ambassador Herrick has 
obtained a promise from the Government 
of financial assistance for a $1,000,000 
building in the heart of Paris, which will 
house not only the Chaneellor of the Amer- 
ican Embassy and the consulate offices, but 
also the Ameriean Chamber of Commerce 
and all other Amezican organizations. 
Paris will be one of the first foreign capi- 
tals chosen for new embassy quarters un- 
der the new law. 

Excavations at Beisan, Palestine, by the 
University of Pennsylvania Museum’s Ex- 
pedition have resulted in discoveries that 
will give a new understanding of the an- 
cient religions, particularly in their sacri- 
ficial aspects, according to the report of 
the leader of the expedition. 

The reeords of the division of the De- 

partment of Justice having to do with the 
legal questions involved in the enforce- 
ment in the Federal courts of the national 
prohibition law show that in the fiscal year 
which closed June 30, 1927, there were 
13,617 persons sentenced to jail or prison 
under that law an average of 139 days in 
each ease. 
. The first session of the new Seventieth 
Congress was formally opened in the Capi- 
tal at noon. Vice-President Charles G. 
Dawes in the Senate and William Tyler 
Page, clerk of the House, acting for 
Speaker Nicholas Longworth, called for 
order in the two chambers. Mr. Long- 
worth was re-elected Speaker of the House. 
In the Senate prayer was offered by the 
new chaplain, the Rev. Z. B. Phillips, rec- 
tor of the Episcopal Church of the Epi- 
phany in Washington. 


Woman's Missionary Society News 
Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor, 
Room 416, Schaff Bldg. 


Notice: Although it was possible to 
register for the 1928 Wilson College Con- 
ference of Missions at last year’s confer- 
ence, if you did not register at that time, 
it will be necessary to wait until April 1, 
1928. Notice of this action was received 
at the office only recently. The reason for 
the ruling was the fact that conference 
officials are not at Wilson during the win- 
ter and it did not seem fair to ask Wilson 
to take over this extra clerical work. 


Mrs. L. L. Anewalt, president of the W. 
M. S. G. S., addressed the following Thank- 
Offering meetings recently: New Philadel- 
phia, Mineral City and Canton, Ohio,—all 
on Nov. 20; Trinity and Emanuel, Allen- 
town, on Nov. 27 and 29, respectively. 
While in Ohio, Mrs. Anewalt enjoyed be- 
ing the guest of Mrs. Mathilda Accola 
-and Mrs. Anna Miller. 


On Nov. 27, the W. M. S. of the Glade 


Church, Walkersville, Md., held their an- - 


nual Thank-Offering service at which the 
address was delivered by Mrs. J. H. Apple, 
of Hood College. The playlet, ‘‘Thankful- 
ness Leads—Where?’’, was presented by 
three girls and the president of the society, 
Mrs. Grantham. Miss Grace Lough, of 
Frederick, sang a solo. The invocation 


‘was offered and the benediction pro- 
nounced by the pastor, the Rev. W. R. 
Hartzell. All of the numbers of this pro- 


gram combined to make the service very 
much worth while. 


On Noy. 21, the New Brunswick and 
Milltown, N. J., Churches united in having 
a W. M. S. Institute at the latter place. 
The meeting was a most successful one, 
both from the point of attendance and in- 
terest aroused. The speakers were Miss 
Carrie M. Kerschner and Miss Mildred 
Bailey, formerly of Yochow, China. 


Recently the Central Committee of the 
W. M.S. G. S., which supervises the work 
of the Bethel Reformed Community Center, 
1914 S. Sixth St., Phila., Pa., held its regu- 
lar meeting at the Center, with all of the 
members present. A most encouraging out- 
look of the work was the result of this con- 
ference. Many friends are sending use- 
ful gifts to be distributed among the needy 
of South Philadelphia. The Needle Work 
Guilds are contributing nice, new, warm 
garments. Several boxes and barrels of 
used clothing have also been received. All 
gifts intended for Christmas should be at 
the above address not later than Saturday, 
Dec. 17. There will be two programs this 
year, one on Wednesday evening, Dec. 21, 
by the younger children, and another on 
Christmas evening, when the Young Peo- 
ple’s Chorus will give ‘‘The Inn.’’ Visit- 
ors are welcome on both occasions. 

The W. M. S. of Christ Church, Middle- 
town, Md., observed its annual Thank- 
Offering service on the evening of Nov. 
20th in the Chureh auditorium when the 
beautiful and impressive playlet entitled, 
‘¢Thanksgiving Leads—Where?’’, was pre- 
sented before a large audience. After ap- 
propriate words by the pastor, the pro- 
gram concluded with an inspiring pageant 
and the ‘‘peace benediction,’’ chanted by 
the ladies’ octette. The offering promises 
to be the largest ever with $120 to date 
and more boxes to be received. 


WHY PUPIL-CENTERED? 
By Paul M. Limbert 


One of the best recent books written 
for teachers who have not had a technical 
training is entitled ‘‘Creative Teaching.’’ 
This, after all, is the basic purpose of the 
present movement toward new methods 
in religious education, not simply to de- 
fend a new theory, not to attack the old 
just because it is old, but to make the 
teaching of religion more effective, to get 
better results in terms of Christian char- 
acter. Among the terms used to describe 
the newer procedures in religious educa- 
tion, one of the most expressive is ‘‘pupil- 
centered.’’ This term is set in contrast 
to the older viewpoint, which is labelled 
‘¢material-centered.’?’ Any slogan has its 


limitations; it never expresses fully the ° 


significance of a movement; it always 
needs interpretation. The terms ‘‘de- 
mocracy’’ and ‘‘Americanism’’ are 
familiar examples of the way in which a 
word conveys widely variant meanings to 
different people. Yet there is value in a 
slogan, if properly understood and wisely 
used and the term, ‘‘pupil-centered,’’ 
probably expresses the new emphasis in re- 
ligious education as well as any other 
phrase which may be suggested. 

How New is the Term? 

Like most things of permanent value, 
the ‘‘pupil-centered’’ procedure is not 
brand new, but is a clearer formulation 
of a viewpoint which has long been recog- 
nized. When the Heidelberg Catechism 
was abridged into a form more suitable to 
the capacity and understanding of child- 
ren, the pupil-centered idea was at work. 
When the disciples of Herbert emphasized 
the ‘‘point of contact’’ in teaching, so 
that the material might be made interest- 
ing to the child, there was a partial recog- 
nition of the pupil-centered principle. 
When the International Graded Lessons 


— 


. there 


Baby Loves 
A Bath With 


Cuticura. 


i 
Bland and Soothing to Tender Skins. 


EARN $25 WEEKLY SPARE TIME 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Ex- 
perience unnecessary. Details FREE. Press 
Syndicate, 1296, St. Louis, Mo. 


Decorating 
Church Walls 


4 Bae Movern Metuop of decorating the 
interior walls of a church is to apply a 


texture treatment, instead of the ordinary paint 
effects, 


Our plastic or stone textures will, besides 
transforming the interior appearance, make a 
permanent decorative finish in your church. 


We will be glad to submit a formal 
estimate with samples, sug- 
gestions, photos, etc. 


ARVON COMPANY 


1816 Ludlow Street 243 E. 44th Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Specialists in the application of interior decorative textures 


were prepared twenty years ago, with both 
Biblical and extra-Biblical material adapt- 
ed partially to the needs of different ages, 

was considerable advance toward 
the pupil-centered viewpoint. 

It is difficult to say where or when the 
term originated, but by 1920 it must have 
been in common use among religious edu- 
cators. In that year a survey of the eur- 
riculum needs of the Sunday School was 
conducted by a committee, of which Luth- 
er A. Weigle was chairman. Question- 
naires were returned by one hundred and 
eighty-seven persons, including editors of 
denominational publications, regional and 
local directors of religious education, heads 
of departments of religious education in 
colleges and seminaries, and other ex- 
perts. Included in the report of Dr. 
Weigle’s committe was this significant 
paragraph: 


‘‘Our correspondents in general 
agree that a system of lessons for the 
Sunday School should be pupil-cen- 
tered rather than material-centered. 
The aim of the curriculum should be 
to nurture the growing moral and re- 
ligious life of the child, and to lead 
to a permanent commitment of that 
life to God through Jesus Christ, and 
to fitness for service in the kingdom. 
The lesson materials should be chosen 
with a view to their fitness to accom- 
plish this aim throughout the varying 
periods of the child’s growth, rather 
than with a view to their logical com- 
pleteness or chronological order.’? 


Little has been added to this statement 
of principle since 1920; but much progress 
has been made in working out the practi- 
cal details of the procedure which was 
then recommended. 


The Pupil As An Individual 


When one analyzes the term ‘‘pupil- 
centered,’’ it becomes clear that, for one 
thing, it implies the recognition of the 
pupil as an individual. Each pupil is a 
distinctive unit. For convenience children 
of the same age can be grouped into 
classes, and the members of these groups 
will have much in common. But the 
teacher may never forget that James and 
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Mary and George and all the rest are in- 
dividuals with differing capacities and in- 


terests. These pupils vary in physical 
strength, in nervous energy, in mental 
alertness. A Biblical passage which ear- 
ries a meaning for one may be only a 
jumble of words to another. They vary in 
their likes and dislikes. What reaches the 
heart of one may not make any impression 
on another. These pupils started with 
different capacities at birth, and their 


training in home, school and community 
has confirmed these individual differences. 
No two children are alike in their abilities 
and needs, not even if they are twins. 

Furthermore, each of these pupils is an 
individual unit. His actions, his motives, 
his thoughts, his attitudes, his ideals are 
all bound up together. No real change can 
be brought about in one without affecting 
the whole. Personality cannot be divided 
into compartments. The traditional di- 
vision into knowing, feeling and doing 
may serve for purposes of logic, but it 
has no sound psychological basis. All 
elements of the pupil’s being are closely 
interrelated. Much of the older method of 
teaching was based upon the assumption 
that knowledge would produce character, 
so that if a boy knew his Bible lesson he 
would of necessity be a better boy. We 
are quite sure now that knowledge is trans- 
lated into character only under certain 
conditions; that the frame of mind of 
the pupil during the process of learning 
is very significant; that some practice is 
necessary before habits can be formed. 
One has not really. learned a lesson until 
he makes use of it in some life-situation. 
Changing character is a much more com- 
plex process than many of us formerly 
realized; the whole cycle of knowing— 
feeling—doing must be run if the teach- 
er’s work is to be really effective. 

(To be continued next week) 


OBITUARY 


ELDER J. H. RINGER, M. D. 

Dr. J. H. Ringer, for:many years a 
reader and admirer of ‘‘The Reformed 
Church Messenger,’’ an honored member 
of the Delmont congregation, and, for the 
last 40 years, of Grace Church, of Jean- 
nette, Pa., passed away at his late home at 
112 North Second Street, after an illness 
of only a few weeks on Noy. 30th. His 
physical condition had not been so good 
all summer and fall, but his many friends 
had all hoped for a speedy recovery. 

He was born in Salem, now ealled Del- 
mont, October 7, 1853. He taught school 
for a number of years and at the same time 
was preparing himself to be a physician. 


After being graduated from the West Penn - 


Medical College, Pittsburgh, he gave about 
40 of his best years to his profession, thru 
which, aided greatly by his most genial 
disposition and charity, he made for him- 
self and his Church and family many life- 
long friends. For the last 10 years he has 
not been active in his professional life, but 
gave most of his time, close to nature upon 
his fruit-farm just north of Jeannette, and 
to his Church and the civie interests of 
the State and town. 

Nowhere else more than in Grace con- 
gregation and in the work of the Classis 
of Westmoreland will he be missed. He 
had been active in the work of the Church 
since a young man, serving as deacon and 
as elder of Grace for the last 35 years or 
more. He had a peculiar trait: he would 
never consent to have his name put in 
nomination to sueceed himself for fear it 
would give the semblance of monopoly. 
He was a delegate elder to the meeting of 
General Synod at Hickory, N. C. 

He was most generous in his support of 
the local Church work and all interests 
at large received most sympathetic con- 
sideration at his hands and purse. His 
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Books 


For Christmas 


THE UPLIFT SERIES 


_Attractive little gift books of choice quota- 
tions, printed in two colors. 

A Little Book of Comfort. 

A Little Book of Friendship. 

A Little Book of Happiness. 

A Little Book of Love. 

A Little Book of Old Favorites. 

A Little Book of Uplift. 


Size, 53% x24. Ooze leather. 35ce each. 
LIFE SERVICE SERIES 
Prayers for Girls. Elisabeth Robinson 


Scovil. 

Prayers for Boys. H. C, Alleman. 

The Open Window. (A Book tor Shut-Ins.) 
Elisabeth Robinson Scovyiil. 

Bible Prayers. Elisabeth Robinson Scovil. 

Daily Help for Daily Need. Elisabeth 
Robinson Scovil. 

Light at Eventide. (For the Homeward 
Traveler.) Eliabeth Robinson Scovil. 

Joy in Sorrow. (A Book of Comfort.) 
abeth Robinson Scovil. 

Price, 40 cents each. 


WORDS OF WISDOM SERIES 


Selections from the writings of famous 
authors, poets, and men of history, 

David Starr Jordan, 

Abraham Lincoln. 

Benjamin Franklin, 

Phillips Brooks. 


Size, 2144 x6. Ooze leather, 35¢ each. 


Elis- 


selections by 


sons. 
Cloth, $1.50 net. 


Size, 54% x 74. 


One of Dr. 
written books. 


Purple Ecrase Levant, $3.00 net. 


THE OTHER WISE MAN 

By Henry Van Dyke. 

Regular Edition, 75e. 
Van Dyke’s most beautifully 
_ A most appropriate gift from 
a teacher to his or her class scholars. 


THE BOOK OF COMFORT 
By the World’s Most Comforting Writers 


None of us who has lost some dear one can 
afford to be without this book and the comfort 
it brings. i 

Any hour when depressing thoughts assail, 
one may be comforted by the helpful words of 
Jesus Christ, of Henry Ward Beecher, of 
Russell Conwell, of Elizabeth Barrett Brown- 
ing, of Wendell Phillips, of Tolstoi, Tenny- 
son, Longfellow, Lincoln, Socrates, and @~ 
great number of other world-famous men and 
women who bring their testimony and faith 
in the welfare of our beloved dead to all who 
may read. ' 
_ A page or two of the Book of Comfort wilB 
inject hope, peace, and courage into the mos 
dejected heart. The beliefs, experiences, an 
convictions of all these great men and women 
eannot. help but convince. The satisfactio: 
and benefit to be derived from the Book o 
Comfort is not to be measured in money. 

A wealth of wonderful quotations and of 
suggestive thoughts for sermons. leg 
An ideal gift to the bereaved who may be 
brought back to an early life of usefulness by 
its pages. 1 
A rock of ages that every man may fall back 
on in time of need, when clouds gather and — 

light grows faint. 

The Book of Comfort is printed in large, 
clear type. A truly beautiful gift. 1nd 

Real leather, $2.00; imitation leather, $1.00; 
paper covers, 50c, 
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FOR EACH DAY—A PRAYER 


Compiled by Elizabeth Hamill Davis, with 
] Henry Van Dyke, Dr. 
Miller, and many other equally prominent per- 
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loss will be keenly felt in the entire com- 
munity as well as the Church at large. 
Funeral services were conducted by his 
pastor, Rey. Ira Snively Monn, in the 
Church on Friday following his demise, at 
2 P. M., before a large and sympathetic 
audience. The discourse was based upon 
TI Sam. 3:38 and I Kings 7:22. The body 
was brought to the Church at. high noon, 
where it lay in state until the time of the 
services. Thousands of children and adults 
looked for the last time upon the mortal re- 
mains of a much loved and revered friend 
and brother. A number of the ministers 
of Classis were in attendance, as well as 
the ministers of the city and former resi- 


dent clergy, as Dr. Ringer was a friend . 


and helper of all ministers and Churches, 
regardless of creed. 


He is survived by his wife, Mrs, Fannie 
Foster Ringer; two daughters, Mrs. Tobias 
Crock, Jeannette, and Miss Florence, at 


home. Two sons preceded him to the grave, - 


Foster, at the age of 12 in 1901, and Rob- 
ert, the youngest of the family, about 4 
years ago, having attained to full man- 
hood. 8 —I. 8. M. 


D. LEE BRINKLEY 


The First Reformed Church, of Lexit 
ton, N. C., Rev. J. C. Leonard, D. D., p 
tor, mourns the death of Elder D, Lee 
Brinkley, which occurred Saturday 
ing, December 3, 1927. Mr. Brinkley hi 
reached the age of sixty-one and a ha 
years. His illness had continued over 
period of several months. At the time o 
his death he was serving his 6th ye 
a member of the Lexington School 
He had formerly been a member 
City Council 6 years. Mr. Brin 
served as deacon in the First Church } 
1905. He was elected ruling eld 
1905 and continued in that office um 
death. He was a member of the 
Church building committee. Dr. 
conducted the funeral services f 
home on North Salisbury Street t! 
ing of December 5th and buria 
in the local cemetery. Deceas 
his wife, nee Miss Addie Sho 
one daughter, two brothers and 
also three grand-children. Du 
ward Movement peri 
served as treasurer in 


